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Europe to 
end farms 
madness 


Love isn’t easy, with a name like Mandela 


Exclusive 


Katherine Butler 

Brussels 

Cheaper food and less intensive 
fanning are likely to follow the 
most radical reform ever of 
European agriculture policy, 
according to a Brussels plan 
which has been seen by The In- 
dependent. 

■ Fanners will be paid direct in- 
come support, rather than the 
cumbersome and hugely ex- 
pensive system of artificially 
high prices and subsidies that 
has been used for 35 years - the 
much-derided Common Agri- 
cultural Policy (CAP). 

Brussels will next week pro- 
pose that guaranteed prices for 
farmers, die cornerstone of the 
£30bn-a-year CAP, should be 
slashed by up to 30 per cent for 
the main crops and commodi- 
ties in the initial phase of the 
plan, which could ultimately re- 
turn agriculture to the free 
market. 

A leaked draft of the pro- 
posals, to be published next 
Wednesday as a key plank of • 
“Agenda 2000” -the package of 
measures to prepare the EU for 
expansion into eastern Europe 
- calls for price-cuts to farmers 
of 20 per cent for grain, 10 per 
cent for milk and 30 percent for 
beef. 

Prices m the shops should 
come down for beef, bread, milk 
and cheese if the proposals are 
implemented. Consumer 
groups complain that the CAP 
in its present form addsat least 
£20 a week to the weekly food 
bBl for a family of four. 

Price cuts will start to take ef- 
fect from 2000, with some 


says 




sectors, such as grain, taking an 
immediate hit, but the steeper 
beef price cut being phased over 
two years. 

The document assesses re- 
forms implemented in 1992, 
but warns that the spectre of 
food mountains is looming once 
again, and that subsidised ex- 
ports will not be an option in the 
future because of world trade 
rules. Cereal yields are forecast 
to rise from 201m tons in 1996 
to 214m by 2005, imptying an in- 
evitable return to unwanted . 
grain stockpiles. 

The reform, as outlined in the 
document, involves a huge shift 
from indirect price support to 
direct income aid, channelled 
principally to the smallest poor- 
est formers in outlying regions. 
Its rationale is to avert a return 
to the days of beef and grain 
mountains and milk and wine 
lakes by forcing the big cereals 
producers and cattle ranchers - 
for whom guaranteed prices 
are the biggest incentive to 
overproduce - to compete at 
jworid prices. 

The document says ‘The 
Commisskm considers itindis- 
pensable to proceed with fterfoer 
reforms of the CAP -Improved 
competitiveness will benefit conr 
sumers and leave mote room for 
price difierenriation in favour of ' 
nigh quality or typical prod- 
ucts”. 

The proposals speak of die 
need to “deepen and extend the 
1992 reform through further 
shifts from price support to di- 
rect payments and developing a 
coherent rural strategy to ac- 
company this process”. 

Compensation for cutting 
guaranteed prices is buQt into • 
the reform, but there will be 


was 


ceilings for the biggest farms, in 
a bid to end the present anom- 
aly where so-called grain 
barons, in East Anglia' or the 
Paris basin for example, re- 
ceive cheques for millions of 
pounds from Brussels each 
year; . 

Savings from the scrapping of 
open-ended ‘'intervention'’ - 
the system, whereby Brussels 
takes surplus food into cold stor- 
age to drive up prices - will be 
directed into a range of new 
“cheque in the post” payments 
to farmers based on the num- 
bers of animals they own, to pre- 
vent an wp rfvF from the lanH 
As a result of the new payments, 
it is estimated that spending on 
agriculture will rise by around 
£3_5bn a year, according to the 
draft proposals. 

lb be eligible for assistance, 
farmers will have to adopt more 
environment-friendly produc- 
tion methods arid agree tostodc 
fewer animals per field. 

“It will be a move back to 
supporting, traditional exten- 
sive fanning and3way from the 
intensive fotiening-sheds ap- 
proach which the CAP en- 
couraged in the past but which 
consumers have rebelled 
against.” said one senior EU 


InwhatwiDbeseenastheero- 
san of oiw of the founding prin- 


intfividual governments will be al- 
lowed to “top up” compensation 
out of national budgets. 

Britain wffl back the plan, giv- 
en Labour's stated hostility to 
a policy which, under the in- 
fluence of powerful farm lobbies 
in France and Germany, has 
been designed above all else to 
shield farmers. 
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Emma Paly 

Nelson Mandela must sometimes wince at the 
esteem in which he is held. The aura of 
greatness cloaking the South African 
President is so strong that his plan for a brief 
romantic holiday in Britain was abandoned in 
favour of an official four-day trip. 

So it was that Mr Mandela, 79, cheerful, 
relaxed and holding hands with his 
companion, Graca Macftel, 61, arrived in 
London yesterday to confront the media cn 
masse. Attention focused mostly on his 
intentions towards his beloved, widow of Lbe 
Mozambican president. Would they many? 
“Those are questions one doesn't answer in 
public,” he replied. 

His immediate intention had been to visit 
Britain as Mrs Machel's partner the couple 
are due in Colchester tomorrow, where Mrs 
MacheL an expert on children’s rights, is to 
pick up an honorary degree from the 
University of Essex. But. as a spokeswoman 
for the South African High Commission said: 
“With the name ‘Mandela’ you have a bit of a 
problem just going as a companion.” 

By popular request and with warm 
memories of Mr Mandela's successful state 
visit last summer, this visit was upgraded by 
the two governments. Mr Mandela and Mis 
Machel took tea with the Queen at 
Buckingham Palace yesterday and meet the 
Prince of Wales on Friday at a dinner given by 
the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies. The 
President will meet Tony Blair tomorrow. 

Bowing to the inevitable, the President has 
given one interview to the BBC - but he used " 
the slot to publicise the Nelson Mandela 
Children’s Fund, a charity set up with a third 
of the presidential salary to help the young 
and deprived. 

He has lived with political sainthood for 
some time; the dark side of such an image is 
the excess invested in one, mortal, man. Tbo 
many fear for South Africa in a world without 
Mandela. Which is why he told the BBC that 
Vice-President Thabo Mbeki “is the de facto 
ruler of South Africa". 

And at least today Mr Mandela and his 
love are free to do as they please. It does not 
happen often . Mr Mandela jokes about the 
requests he receives for meetings, at home 
and abroad, saying he must make up for the 
time lost during his 27 years in prison. 

But at last - following his divorce from 
Winnie Mandela, disgraced for her part in the 
murder of a teenage boy but still venerated in 
the townships - the President seems to have 
found real happiness with Mis MacheL 

The couple, coy about their relationship in 


President Nelson Mandela and his partner Graca Michel in London yesterday 


Unicef with Rwandan children horribly 
damaged by the massacres there in 1994, 
seems the perfect consort for the President 
No political leader alive can match Mr 
Mandela, which explains the cxntemenl on 
the Colchester campus, for example, about 
tomorrow’s ceremony. 

“It's strange,” said Richard Lister, of the 
University of Essex. “I mean, do you expect 
one of the great figures of the 20tb century to 
Photograph: Tom Pilston drop in od you at work?” 


• Jason Bennetto 

_ - Crime Correspondent 

. Josie Russell, the nine-year- 
. .v- old girl left for dead in a btu- 
taJ attack in which her mother 
“.f and six-vear-old sister were 

: : murdered, has revealed that the 

■ attacker was trying to rob.the 

f.r.- family. .. . . . 

f.“ Josic. who survived despite 
v- ; ■“ being hit 16 times with a ham- 
r . : -mer, has told detectives for the 

■ first’ time how the- killer de- 
manded money from them as 

' the walked home from school 
in Kent. She said the man 
stopped his car in front of 
them, wok a hammer from the 
' 1 back seat and said: “Give me 
wjur money.” it was revealed at 
a m,*ws conference yesterday- 
Josic. now 10, ran when the 

man confronted her mother, Lin 

W 4*, and sister, Megan as they 

■ f walked through woods to their 
1 home in Chillendcn, near Can- 

terburv. a year ago today. 

Mrs Russell said she had no 
monev. but could return to the 
- - family's cottage to Z a S ? B *' 5® 
; : her assailant repeated the de- 

• : Wii fAts Russell shouted at Josie 
to run awav. but the attacker 
chased her and dragged ter 
•• back to a small ^ade where he 
tied (he three up with stops Pi 


swimming rowel belonging to. 
Josie and blindfolded Mrs Rus- 
selL He then asked Josie: “Are 
they too tight?” 

Detective Chief Inspector' 
Dave Stevens, leading the in- 
quiry, said: “This new infor- 
mation throws up a lot of 
questions, tt&s this a robbery 
that went wrong? this a pet- 
ty crimin al who saw the family 
walking along the lane and 
seized the opportunity to steal? 
Or was this some bizarre de- 
ranged fantasy that became a re- 
ality that day?” 

He added: “I’m keeping back 
some of the details of the a tt a ck. 
but I (hank God that Josie did 
not see her mother being at- 
tacked. She did not see her sis- 
ter being attacked, or the family 
dog, Lucy, which bad been tied 
to a free.” 

Mr Stevens added that the in- 
quiry had been helped by a new 
DNA s am plin g technique that 
gave a profile from a dead hair 
believed to be from the killer, 
previously only Jive cells could 
be used. The new method is not 



Homeowners 
braced for 
new rate rise 


Josie Russell photographed, for an edition of the BBC 
programme Crimewstch UK, exactly a year after the attack 


AS avuUaic lau win o*iuw 

lice to compare DNA samples 
with suspects. A list of 100 has 
been drawn up and will be test- 
ed during the next few weeks. 

Dr Shaun Russell, who 
moved to north Wales with his ' 


daughter ax months after the 
murders, spoke of his joy at see- 
ing Josie make her recovery. 

. He said: ““During these last 
months as . I’ve seen her 
progress and play with her 
fri ends and her ponies, it has 
given me cause to cany on. 

• Ife added: “My aim is to look 
to the future. We do talk about 
my late wife and ray late daugh- 
ter and Josie becomes very se- 


rious and thoughtful, but she 
doesn’t like to be sad. She 
prefers to be a normal, happy, 
tittle 10-year-old girl, playmg 
with her friends and dorag her 
scboolworfc." 

Josie has now fully regained 
her powers of speech, although 
she does face further surgery to 
fuEy repair tire wounds to her 
head sustained in the 15-mirmte 
attack. 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

Home -owners face the prospect 
later this week of the third in- 
crease in the cost of Lb eir mort- 
gages in as many months. 

The Bank of England is set 
to raise interest rates tomorrow 
after figures showed inflation 
above the Government target. 
Banks and building societies are 
certain to do the same. A quar- 
ter point increase in mortgage 
rates would add about £10 a 
month to the cost of a typical 
£50,000 home loan. 

The mortgage increases that 
have taken place so for since the 
election have already cost the 
typical borrower £20 a month. 
The Cbanceflor, Gordon 
Brown, also announced in last 
week's Budget that he would 
scale bade mortgage interest tax 
relief from next April. 

The prospect of a further rise 
in interest rates also sent the 
pound higher on the foreign i ex- 
changes and prompted warnings 
that British industry’s export 
prospects will be damaged. 

Disappointing figures show- 
ing that underlying inflation 
rose above lbe Government’s 
target last month lay behind the 
interest rate warnings. It picked 
up to 2.7 per cent in June. 


The immediate culprit was a 
jump in the price of vegetables, 
especially tomatoes and cauli- 
flowers due to the bad weath- 
er. But economists said the 
pace of consumer demand has 
made it all but certain the Bank 
. of England will raise interest 
rates. Most commentators ex- 
pect a quarter point increase in 
base rates to 6.75 per cent to be 
announced tomorrow. 

The silver lining in last 
month’s storm douds is that for- 
eign holidays will be cheaper 
this summer. The prospect of an 
interest rate rise meant a pound 
climbed above the psychologi- 
cal 10-franc barrier yesterday. 

This latest gain in the value 
of sterling on the foreign ex- 
changes, which has amounted to 
25 per cent during the part year, 
led to warnings that British in- 
dustry will pay a high price in 
reduced exports, output and 
jobs. One City expert predict- 
ed the pound would soon climb 
to its highest level for a decade. 

Former Chancellor Kenneth 
Clarke warned that by allowing 
the pound to climb Mr Brown 
risked damaging industry. “He 
is doing damage lo manufac- 
turing. to exporting, and to 

jobs that depend on that pan of ! 
the economy.” he said. 

Shares tumble, page 16 | 
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Tough, 

Guard against disappointment 
by insuring your life and ensuring 
your family’s future, 
£50,000 of cover could cost you 
less than £10 a month.* 
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BA threat over strike • 

On the eve of the most serious in- 
dustrial conflict in recent history, 
British Airwavs registered its de- 
lermmation to break a strike by kick- 
ing out cabin crew if they refused to 
cross picket lines. Rage 4 
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Care homes for the elderly 
come under scrutiny 


An investigation was launched yesterday into whether elderly 
people are getting a fair deal m care homes. 

John Bridgeraao. Director-General at the Office of Fair Trading, 
said there was enormous potential for detriment" among those 
going into care bomK. But, be said, despite more than 150 reports 
into the sector, worth £5bn a year, nobody had looked at 
carc-bome issues from the consumer’s point of view 
An estimated 509,000 pensioners live in nursing and residential 
homes across Britain, and the number is expected to rise by 25,000 
over the next five years. The sturfy Mr Bridgeman launched 
yesterday will focus on whether residents are given contracts 
setting out terms and conditions when they enter homes, and what 
mechauKins are m place lo enable them to complain once they are 
m. Residents in Britain s 17J0Q care homes, private and public, are 
being asked to write to the Office of Fair Trading with their 
experiences. Mr Bndgeman said the inquiry could find there was 
ao cause for concern, but. he added, elderly people were often 
to complain and it was vital rh*.v £*» 


reluctant to complain and it was vital that their interests were 
safeguarded. The review is expected to finish next spring. 


No police prosecution in CS death 


of 


No police officers are to be prosecuted over the death in cusL~ 
a man who was squirted in the face with CS spray while his han 
were cuffed behind his back. 

Ghanaian-born Ibrahima Sey. 29, was sprayed with the - 
incapacity nr. which causes breathing difficulties and streaming of 
the eyes and nose, during a struggle at Ilford police station, east 
London, after being arrested over a domestic fracas in March last 
year. It is understood that at least five officers were attempting to 
restrain the 18-stone Mr Sey on the station forecourt. The use of 
the spray on a handcuffed man provoked an outcry, but the Crown 
Prosecution Service said in a statement that there was insufficient 
evidence to provide a realistic prospect of conviction. It added that 
it would review its decision in the event of evidence emerging at 
the inquest on Mr Sey, in September. A post-mortem examination 
showed that Mr Sey collapsed after a period of exertion and was 
suffering from hypertensive heart disease. Patricia Wynn Davies 


Dame Kiri strikes a different note 


Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, the 
soprano, struck a note of 
discord when she donned a 
beige trouser suit to collect an 
honorary Cambridge l/aiversrty 
degree from the Duke of 
Edinburgh yesterday. 

Women graduates normally 
wear a black skirt and black 
shoes at Cambridge graduation 
ceremonies. But the 53-year- 
old New Zealander bucked the 
trend by choosing the trousers 
and matching shoes to collect 
her Doctor of Music degree. A 
university spokeswoman, however, said the rules were more 
relaxed when honorary degrees were presented. Dame Kiri was 
awarded her degree for services to music. 



Government keeps union promise 


The Government yesterday delivered one of its key promises to the 
Trade Union movement when it revoked the requirement that 
employees have to re-aulhorise the deduction of union subscriptions 
from their pay every three years. The repeal of the “check-off’ 
legislation wifi be completed next year, after which union members 
will onlv have lo sign up to the arrangement once. Barrie Clemenl 


Officer chaiged with wife’s murder 


Royal Protection Squad officer Michael Coulton was yesterday 
charged with the murder of his wife Patricia, found stabbed to death 
at a nursing home in Sunningdale, Berkshire, in January. Thames 
Valley police said. PC Coulton. 52, will appear before Bracknell 
Forest magistrates today, a police spokesman said. Mrs Coulton was 
found in her car in the grounds of Lynwood Nursing Home, where 
she had worked as a care assistant for eight years. 


Police look into poll ‘vote-rigging’ 


Detectives are looking into allegations of general-election vote- 
rigging in a seat where a Tory MP was ousted by just two votes, it 


was confirmed last night. Gerald Malone, the former health 
minister, lost his Winchester 


seat by the wafer-thin margin to Liberal 
Democrat Mark Oaten after two recounts. A spokesman for 
Hampshire police confirmed that ibe force was “investigating alleged 
irregularities’'. Mr Malone said last night: *T was aware there were 
two potential eases of impersonation. Beyond that I know nothing.” 


Orwell’s home: coming up for sale 


The country cottage where George Orwell wrote many of his best 
known works is up for sale at £195,000. The three-bedroom cottage 
in Wallington, near Baldock, Hertfordshire, was home to Orwell, 
author of Animal Farm and 1984, from 1936 to 1940, after he 
returned wounded from the Spanish Civil War. 


* 




briefing 



for a 
clear-out 



I t is a brave woman who follows 
the trend started by Diana. 
Princess of Wales in publicly 
clearing out her overstuffed 
wardrobe. Few coukl have imagined 
that foe next contender in this par- 
ticularly masochistic style chal- 
lenge would be Yoof TV guru Janet 
Street-Porter. 

Like Diana, the broadcasting 
queen and former head of Live TV 
has chosen auction house Chrisfie’s 
to dispose of 65 dresses and suite. 
They will be sold In South Kens- 
ington, as part of Its Street Style 
sales. 

Uke Diana, Ms Street-Porter's out- 
fits include many high-fashion de- 
signer creations, including those by 
Zandra Rhodes. It is unftkefy, how- 
ever, that Princess Diana shares Ms 
Street-Porter’s fondness for flam- 
boyant designs by Vivienne West- 
wood, Ossie Clark and Jean Paul 
Gaultier. 

Like Princess Diana, who de- 
clined to place her wedding dress 
under the auctioneer's gavel, Ms 
Street-Porter will disappoint po- 
tential purchasers hoping tor any of 
her four nuptial frocks. 

She also stands to raise a tidy 
sum from the sale. But whereas tire 
Princess raised more than £2m, cu> 
rent estimates for Ms Street Porter’s 
collection are naming at around 
£7,000. 

Unlike Diana, Ms Street-Porter's .; 
collection will not be sold for chai^ • 
rty. A spokesman for Christie's last 
night stressed: “She's a client and;, 
she’s selling along with 
else in the sale. She's not 
the Janet Street-Porter 
anything. It’s just that sb 
wish to remain 
Ms Street-Porter has 


her eye- 
.Along- 
said 

B^hOTmrttfte de- 

Ibeenwear- 
and silver 
I like adatetf’. , 
,was$me 
^ there - She had 
fend white checks paint- 
sr^yes aridher hair was 
’ft was a friendship 


In 19061he flamboyant executive 
Launched a withering attack on 
Britain's television executives, ac- 
ccsfngtfrem of befog an inept band 
of "M* people - “male, middle- 
dass^mkkfle-aged arid mediocre". 

Chrfctiete added yesterday tfrgl_ 
tire unconventional presided ofthe - 
Rambler’s Association was not sett- 
fog her dothes, Ske Diana, to change 
her Image but “because some of 
them have been in tftewardrobe for 
lOyaais”. ' Jqfo Moyes 


Schoolchildren 
fly home after 
coach tragedy 
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Children and adults who survived 
the French coach crash which 
killed three teenagers were due 
back in Britain last night 
As the accident once more fo- 
cused attention on the question of 
safety on school trips, those 
passed fit for travel by doctors 
flew back to Manchester airport 
Their school, St James’s High in 
Bolton, Lancashire, has dosed for 
the rest of the week, and other 
pupils now abroad are returning 
home early. A planned visit today 
to EuroDisney was cancelled. 

Bundies of flowers bedecked 
the gates yesterday (above). 
Among the sympathy messages, 
one read simply: To ail my friends, 
you win always be in my mind.” 

Nicola Moore, 16, was killed in- 
stantly when the coach left the 
road near Notro-Dame do Pri on 
Monday morning and plunged 60 
feet down a ravine. 

Robert Board man. 14, died on 
the operating table that afternoon 
and his best friend, Keith Ridding, 
also 1 4, became the third victim of 
the tragedy early yesterday. Oth- 



ers in the group of 16 British 
pupils and seven adults suffered 
mainly cuts and bruises. 

Some were thrown from the 
coach, which was understood not 
to have had seatbelts. 

David Bowes, the headmaster, 
said the school policy was to use 
vehicles that had seatbelts, as is 
required by law in Britain. 

But the hired British coach 
broke down at the weekend and 
was replaced with a French one, 
driven by the same British driver, 
Jim Shaw. 

Mr Shaw, 43. was interviewed in 
hospital by detectives yesterday. 

Louise Jury and Agnes Severn? 


Galliano marks 
corset’s return 


When Christian Dior launched his 
couture house in 1947, many ap- • 
plauded the New Look for her- 
aldeding a return to full skirts and 
generous use of fabric after the 
austere war years. But women also 
stacked the couturier for returning 
them to the uncomfortable con- 
fines of corsetry. 

Nothing changes. John Gal- 
liano's collection for Dior yester- 
day returned to that era with 
clothes that would look stunning in 
a museum, but offered little in the 
way of modem comfort In the heat 
of the afternoon, models were 
close to passing out backstage 
and many could barely walk In 
their long fishtail skirts. 

The Brits in Paris certainly know 
how to create an atmosphere and 
generate headline news. But at Gal- 
liano, there was nothing to wear if 
you were not wiling to be laced up 
into an hourglass corset It is ironic 
that both Galliano and McQueen, - 
who are in competition to see. . 
which can outdo the other, do not 
look to dress modern-day women, 
but stove instead to dress whimsi- 
cal characters of a bygone age. 

Tamsin Blanchard, Parts 


WHITEHALL 

HMSO accounts showed 
lack of proper procedure 


The National Audit Office yesterday highlighted a lack of financial 
control over the accounts of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office prior 
to its privatisation last year, and qualified the figures because of 
poor procedure. 

HMSO was sold in September, but prior to that u had been 
divided up into 14 business units. While the unite were responsible 


for their own invoicing, payments vrerc made to HMSO's central 
bank account, and therefore if wa 


_ it was difficult to reconcile payments 

with invoices. As a result, £1.6m is being held tit a temporary 
account because it has not been matched to particular debtors. 

The Comptroller General Sir John Bourn, also qualified the 
accounts because of “an unresolved net imbalance of £482.000” on 
trading between HMSO’s business units. He said: “there was no 
effective system of control tmar tfcc accounting of for these inter- 
business transactions.’ 7 -* . 

The terms of the sale, which raised £54 m. are the subject of a 
separate NAO inquiry. The NAO points out that a number of 
outstanding claims against HMSO were transferred to the Cabinet 
Office before the sale went through, including one for £3.7m by 
Siba Systems Ltd, over an alleged breach of public procurement 
rides, but this was subsequently dropped. Christian Wof mar 


PRISONS 


Britain near top of penal league 


Britain puts more of its population behind bars than almost any 
other country in Western Enrope, according to a report published 
today Only Spain and Portugal had a higher proportion of people 
in prison, the survey far the Prison Reform Ihut found. 

And within Britain, Scotland had the greatest proportion injafl, 
with 110 people for every 100,000 of the population serving a 
prison term. 

That was followed by Northern Ireland, with 206 per 100,000 in 
prison, and England and Wales with 99. 

Those figures, from 1995, compare with 122 per 100,000 in 
Spain and 119 in PortugaL 

At tiie other end of the 
scale, Switzerland has just 58 
per 100,000 jn jail, with 
Ireland, Norway, Finland and 
Greece all on 60. 

However, Britain has a long 
way to go before it catches np 
with the US, with 615 per 
100,000 behind bars, or 
Russia with 690. 

Prison Reform Trust 
director Stephen Shaw said: 

“The number of people behind 
bars is one European league 
table this country has no need 
to top.” 



TRAVEL 


Airline complaints at record high 

Airline passengers made a record number of complaints last year, 
the Air Transport Users Council said yesterday. Not surprisingly. 
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delays were the prime grievance in 19^6-97, and total complaints 
1 threefold in 10 years. 


have now risen , 

Complaints about baggage-handling and in-flight service were 
prominent in the 1, 000-plus complaints, of which nearly 60 per cent 
were against foreign airlines and the remainder against UK 
carriers. 

“The scope for air traffic control improvements in the short term 
has been largely exhausted and, with continuing strong traffic 
growth, delays seem set to increase,” said the council’s chairman 
lan Hamer. 

He added that he hoped the regular publication by the Council 
of airline delay performance tables - the first of which came out in 
April 1997 - would mean carriers would “address lheir problems”. 


SOCIETY 


Cosmetic surgery a no-no for men 


They might consider it acceptable for themselves, but women think 
cosmetic surgery for men is a big turn-off, according to a new 
survey. XL for Men magazine found that while 40 per cent of all 
Inquiries to cosmetic clinks now come Grom men, 84 per cent of 
women respondents said they would be “put off*’ if they found a 
" enhanced. 


man 


Asked which part of their partner's body they would change, the 
biggest response was for his stomach (38 per cent) followed by his 
chin, his chest, h is buttocks and his eyes. Only 4 per cent referred 
to genitalia. 

The magazine concluded: “The last thing a woman wants to 
worry about in the heat of passion is her other half s torso melting 
or exploding all over the nice dean duvet. When it comes to men's 
bodies, like diamonds, women don’t like fakes.” Jojo Moyes 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 42*2% of 
the raw material for UK new spap ers 
in the first half of 1996 


Upsized bundle. Downsized price 


DELL DIMENSION™ XPS NJL66s 
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•INTEGRATED 16-fiIT SOUND /SPEAKERS OPTIONAL 
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I ind. delivery & VAT / 



The Dell Dimension™ XPS Ml 66s now gives you even more. 
Upgraded features include: 32Mb High Performance SDRAM and 
pentium* STB Nitro 3D GX 6 2 -Bit Graphics Card with 4Mb EDO video memory 
And weve shrunk the price by £50. Trust 
the world's largest direct PC manufacturer* 
to come up with the right-sized; right- 
priced bundle. Set your browser to 
www.dell.com/uk or cal! us now. 
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GET ONLINE TO THE NUMBER ONE 

0870 1524669 

BETWEEN BUN AMD SNA WEEKDAYS, 10 AM 10 4PM KID 
To order WWW.dell.COM/ulc 
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Serial killers stalk TV land 


Birt says 
BBC’s 

flagship 
dramas 
are costly 
failure 



The BBC has taken the unusu- 
al step of criticising two of its 
own flagship dramas - as ‘'ex- 
pensive failures’ and “disap- 
pointing” - in its annual report 
to Parliament. 

John Birt the director gen- 
eral of the BBC, picked out for 
particular criticism the flOm 
nine-hour dramatisation of the 
life of Cecil Rhodes. He also 
pinpointed, the equally expen- 
sive costume drama adapta- 
tion of the Joseph Conrad newel 
Nostromo as a failure. 

“Just when it was tempting to 
forecast a uew dawn for our dra- 
ma, along came Nostromo and 
Rhodes he said “We do need 
to improve our consistency.” 

Both series saw their ratings 
dive after the fiist episode, des- 
pite big names such as Martin 
Shaw in Rhodes, and Colin 
Firth, star of Pride and Prejudice, 
in Nostromo. 

The failures are particularly 
pointed because the repeat of 
Pride and Prejudice, shown last 
Sunday, proved a success by 
drawing 6 millittti viewers. BBC 
bosses, anticipate even better 
ratings for this coming Sunday's 
episode featuring toe famo us 
scene with Firth as Mr Darcy in 
wet breeches. 

Confidence in BBC drama 
output was not helped by the fact 
that, for a year, the corporation 
could not find anyone to head up 
the department.* Last month it 
appointed Colin Adams, BBC 


look after drams. -Will Wyatt, 
chief executive of BBC Broad- 
cast, said the self-criticism was 
about honesty: “ft is about 
owning up when we. fail. It 
doesnh mean we have aban- 
doned the right to fail." 

Mr Bin also indicated that he 
was unhappy With the' pro- 
grammes targeted ata mass au- 


dience on BBC1. “BBC2 con- 
tinues to innovate.” be said, 
“with The Fast Show and Shoot- 
ing Stars, the comedy hit of the 
year. However ... we still need 
fresher mainstream entertain- 
ment for our early evening 
audiences." 

In addition to entertainment 
and drama, Mr Birt co nfirm ed 
there would be a wide-ranging 
review of the network’s news 
programmes to ensure they 
were communicating with 
young people. 

Sir Christopher Bland, the 
BBC chairman, went OUl of his 
way to deny that the corporation 
was “betting the farm" on com- 
mercial operations and digital 
television when he revealed the 
BBC now spends 9 per cent, or 
around£17Sm, of its revenue on 
digital ventures every year. 

The corporation is in year 
. one of a 10-year plan to convert 
to digital broadcasting, but Sir 
Christopher said that the cor- 
poration needed constantly to 
remind itself why it was getting 
involved in digital television 
and commercial partnerships 
with other broadcasters. 

“We have a core purpose,” he 
said, “and despite the changes 
of digital television it is, and will 
remain, to be a public service 
broadcaster.” 

Mr Birt said that, “multi- 
skilling" programme-makers 
would deliver efficiency sav- 
ings of 20 per cent over the next 
five years. 

He said journalists will be 
able to create a television pro- 
gramme on their own, using a 
hi-tech desktop editing system. • 
ft will give all programme- 
makers access to ah BBC sound 
and film archives via a “digital 
motorway" - christened the 
Electronic News Production Sys- 
tem (ENPS). 
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Teleflops: BBC 
director general 
John Birt has 
criticised the 
channel’s flagship 
drama Nostromo 
(above) as an 
‘expensive failure’ 
while Channel 4*s 
new chief, Michael 
Jackson, has 
ensured that 
programmes such 
as The G trite Show , 
which was co- 
presented by 
Sara Cox (left), 
will not bp 
recommissioned. 
Both channels are 
in the process of 
overhauling their 
drama output 

Photographs: 

BBC/Channel 4 


Reports by 

Paul 

McCann 


A thorough shake-up of the dra- 
ma output of Channel 4 is be- 
ing planned by Michael Jackson, 
the new head of the station. 

Mr Jackson is at present try- 
ing to tempt Tony Garnett, the 
producer Dehind BBC hits such 
as This Life! and Between the 
Lines to create long-running 
hits for bis new channel. 

This is a departure from 
Channel 4‘s past habit of com- 
missioning short-run dramas 
from big-name writers such as 
Alan Bleasdale, who created 
GBH and Jake 's Progress for the 
channel Although Bleasdale is 
expected to continue his associ- 
ation with Channel 4, Mr Jack- 
son also wants teams of writers 
to work on projects so they can 
produce longer runs as is done 
m the US and by Mr Garnett. 

Mr Jackson is believed to 
want to apply the American-style 
“creative factory” technique of 
multiple-writers to comedies. 
“The thing about ER and 
Friends is that they may be pro- 
duced on a factory system,” a 
Channel 4 insider says, “but they 
are very high quality. This Life 
is produced like that but is still 
a very British programme 

Mr Jackson, who commis- 
sioned This Life when he was 
head of BBC 2, is known to be-' 
lieve that that the jerkily filmed 
drama about the sex lives of 
twentysomething lawyers is the 
most innovative programme on 
television. 

Mr Jackson's plans led to the 
departure of Channel 4’s long- 
standing drama head Peter An- 
sorge this week. He was the fifth 
senior commissioning editor to 
leave the channel since Mr 
Jackson's appointment was an- 
nounced in May. 

However, soap fans can relax, 
Mr Jackson has commissioned 
a further three years of Brook - 


Jackson 

plans 

US-style 

shake-up 

for C4 

writers 


side, one of the channel's most 
popular programmes. 

Mr Jackson has publicly reg- 
istered his antipathy to Channel 
4 entertainment programmes 
such as The Girlie Show which 
is not expected to be re-com- 
missioned. Eurotrush. notwith- 
standing endorsement from Mr 
Jackson, is also expected to end 
its run. 

David Stevenson, the editor 
for entertainment and youth 
programmes who commisrioned - 
The Girlie Shaw left the channel 
just before Mr Jackson arrived.- 

Mr Jackson is also known 
to want to tighten up the chan- 
nel's scheduling and is believed 
to he under pressure from 
the channel's advertising sales 
stafT to reschedule some of 
its documentary strands, such 
as Despatches and Cutting Edge. 
out of peak viewing times. 

However the channel uses the 
fact that seven out of its top 20 
ratings programmes last year 
were documentaries to prove 
that it is sticking to its minori- 
ty programming remit. 

The format of Channel 4's 
heavyweight evening news pro- 
gramme will also be reviewed, 
but sources at the channel ex- 
pect David Lloyd, the man in 
charge of programmes such as 
Despatches and the news to 
stay in his job despite specula- 
tion that Mr Jackson wants to 
clear out all of the channel's 
long-standing commissioning 
editors. 

When Channel 4 started, its 
broadcasting commissioning 
editors were given only two-year 
contracts in order to keep them 
fresh, but now most of the 
channel's editors have been 
there since the late Eighties. 

“They wfll be carrying them 
out in bodybags,” said one 
departing editor. 


To see or not to see? Audience gets poor view of the Bard 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

The Royal Shakespeare Company 
has made the astonishing admission 
that one third of its main house 
audience in Slratfbrd-upoiHAvonis 
getting a “remote and unsatisfacto- 
ry” experience of Shakeajeare. - 
An unpublished stnay by. the 
company of the facilities at the 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre says: “In 
the balcony, for example, where al- 
most one third of the: audience sits, 
poor acoustics and aghtlines make 
the experience of seeing and hear- 


ing. Shakespeare remote and 
unsatisfactory." 

’ The RSC undertook the study to 
pave the way for a lottery apphea- 
tion to redevelop ils theatres in Strat- 
foid-upon-Avon. It will be one of the 

plicationsyet, ; Md'^ffl^avolve^ ffie 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre dosing 
for several months when rebuilding 
work begins. • , 

But for the moment, and at the 
start of the tourist season, tire com- 
pany has admitted that one in three 
ticket buyers will have an unsatisr 
factory experience. More than 300 


people sit in the balcony, paying up 
to £14 for seats where acoustics ana 
sightlines are poor. 

RSC spokesman Ian Rowley said 
yesterday that thousands of young 
people every year still became 
hooked on Shakespeare from visit- 
ing the RSC at Stratford. But be also 
said there was a huge file of com- 
plaints from members of the audi- 
ence about the balcony, and a 
separate file one and a half inches 
thick with complaints about the 
ladies’ loos, or lack of them. “The 
queues — are legendary,” he said. 

On the question of the balcony, he 


said the seating was of a bench va- 
riety and the whole structure was U- 
logically designed, “far too distant 
from the sage for the presentation 
of drama.” He added: “Yon go up 
dark, dingy steps from a separate en- 
trance to get there _ this is the space 
where school parties and young 
people have their first experience of 
Shakespeare.” 

Adrian Noble, artistic director of 
the RSC, said: “It is a very unde- 
moaaiic space. Going to the balcony 
is like living through a cultural 
apartheid.” 

It is not the RSC's only problem 


in Stratford. The study, carried out 
by the company and outside con- 
sultants, also concluded that dress- 
ing rooms are cramped, stage 
machinery is outdated and the de- 
teriorating condition of working ar- . 
eas means they are perilously close 
to breaking health and safety 
regulations. 

A lottery application will be sub- 
mitted this summer for a redevel- 
opment, which will include adapting 
the auditorium of the theatre, new 
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ers and more lavatories, as well as 
a new stage and backstage facilities. Obstructed view: The RSC Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon 


“Believe it or not, 

AAr Razi, the number 
of prizes this month has 
increased to 439,875 - worth 
an amazing £33 million! 

All the prizes are completely 
tax-free, including the £i million 
monthly jackpot. And don't forget, whether you 
win or lose, with Premium Bonds you can get your 
money back whenever you want. 

To buy now, send us the coupon in Your Money along 
with your cheque, making sure they reach us by 
31 July if you want your Premium Bonds to be in the 
September prize draw- Or for a full guide to Premium 
Bonds freecall 
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BA slashes Heathrow flights 


Three quarters 
of international 
services axed 
as cabin crews 
begin strike 
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English 

tests 

under 

scrutiny 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


British Airways has cancelled three- 
quarters of its international flights 
and all domestic flights from 
Heathrow today, with those pas- 
sengers who are able to get on flights 
likely to face long delays as the air- 
line’s cabin crews walk out on a 
three-day strike. 

At Gatwick. two-thirds of BAs in- 
tercontinental flights will be ground- 
ed. The airline, will, however, keep 
all domestic and European flights 
in its Gatwick schedule. Interna- 
tional flights to and from Birming- 
ham. Manchester, Edinburgh and 
Glasgow will be unaffectedT 

On the eve of the most serious 
industrial conflict in the company' s 
recent history, BA showed its de- 
termination to break the strike by 
threatening to lock out the cabin 
crews if they refused to agree not 
to go on strike again when they re- 
port for work on Saturday. 

The airline’s hard-line strategy 
could lead to further disruption to 
flights in and out of Heathrow and 
Gatwick after the three-day stop^ 
page ends at bam on Saturday. 

Stewards and stewardesses ’have 
been ordered to ring a special 
number to pledge their readiness to 
work normally. If they refuse to give 
a personal no-strike guarantee or 
fail to make their intentions known, 
they will be suspended without pay 
until they' do so. 

Fresh talks aimed at a settlement 
continued last night, but there were 
no indications of an early agreement 
over an imposition of a pay and con- 
ditions package. 

The company is not only relying 
on normal working by 1,000 noa- 
irade unionists and 3.000 members 
of the breakaway union Cabin 
Crew 89. but many of the 9,000 
members of the Transport and 
General Workers Union going to 
work. The company said that an in- 
creasing number of TGWU mem- 
bers had said they wanted io work. 

BA’s flights were disrupted yes- 
terday after nearly a quarter of the 
1,500 cabin crew rostered for duty 
reported sick. The company, which 
cancelled 14 Heathrow flights, said 
the high absence rate was an indi- 
cation that stewards and stewardess 
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Grounded: British Airways cabin crew at Heathrow yesterday. Staff have been ordered to pledge their readiness to work normally Photograph: Kalpesb Lathigra 


did not want to take part in the 
strike. 

Union officials argued that the 
sickness rate was overwhelmingly 
caused by stress following manage- 
ment intimidation. The company has 
warned that apart from suspension 
or even dismissal, strikers could lose 
concessionary travel, chances of 
early retirement and any prospect 
of promotion for three years. 

Andy Webb, Chairman of the 
rival Cabin Crew 89, predicted thar 
large numbers of TGWU members 
would cross picket lines. Mr Webb 
contended that the dispute was 


simply another phase in that union's 
cam paig n to destroy his organisa- 
tion. 

George Ryde, chief transport 
union negotiator at BA. said there 
had been an enormous degree of 
intimidation bv managers, but 
expected members to heed the 
strike call. 

An airline spokesman said the 
company planned to protect strike 
breakers with security cordons 
around Heathrow hotels where 
working cabin crew will have the op- 
portunity to stay free of charge. 
Pick-up points for special coaches 


have been arranged and the com- 
pany has offered to pay taxi fares 
of up to £75 to ensure that em- 
ployees are able to get into work. 

Pickets from the transport union 
are expected at all the main public 
access points to both Gatwick and 
Heathrow. 

A decision on whether to press 
ahead with strikes by 9,000 BA 
ground staff involved in a separate 
dispute is expected before the end 
of the week. If that group decides 
to press ahead with planned 24 hour 
stoppages, the airline will face fur- 
ther disruption next week. 


BA estimates that up to 40,000 
passengers will have their plans dis- 
rupted today. Thousands of pas- 
sengers due to fly back during the 
stoppage will be stranded unless 
their travel agents make alternative 
arrangements. 

The airline said it would en- 
deavour to And seats on rival car- 
riers for passengers and, as a last 
resort, oner refunds. 

New York’s Kennedy airport, a 
crucial hub for BA’s transatlantic 
routes, may also be affected. The 
US Machinists’ Union, which rep- 
resents engineers, baggage han- 


dlers and reservations agents at the 
American airport, is backing the 
British workers. But the airline 
has made contingency plans to en- 
sure that as many flights as possi- 
ble will operate normally. 

The union rejected company al- 
legations that the cabin crew ballot 
on which the strike was based could 
be unlawful. 

A TGWU spokesman said the 
vote had been conducted strictly 
within the law. A company source 
said it would not seek an injunction 
to stop action and conceded that it 
was strictly “stick waving". 


Government exam advisers have begun an 
investigation into why the proportion of 
14-year-olds scoring htch marks nt national 
tests for English has chopped this year. 

Their figures show that the number 
awarded the lop two grades - levels sev- 
en and eight - is down by around two per- 
centage points. There is no drop, however, 
in the percentage of rop grades in maths 
and science, the two other subject tested. 

English teachers, who arc sent the 
marked scripts, say (he fall is the result 
of poor marking and arc threatening to 
appeal against thousands of results. They 
claim weak students have scored more 
highly than they should and bright ones 
have done worse. The expected standard 
for a 14-year-old is between levels five 
and six. 

But the School Curriculum and As- 
sessment Authority points out that it has 
already checked the marking of thousands 
of scripts. Its officials say that only a mi- 
nority of grades has been altered. It is con- 
fident that the markers have got it right. 

Final results are due to go to out to 
schools by next Monday and most pupils 
should get their grades by the end of term 
next week. However, they are likely to be 
delayed in schools which appeal. 

The rc-marJring was carried out after 
the authority discovered that the numbers 
receiving the top grades had fallen. 

\hrious reasons have been suggsied for 
the full. U may be that this year's papers 
were harder, though that did not show up 
in trials, or simply that this year’s cohort 
is less able than last year's. Some teach- 
ers have blamed the use of a poem hy Ed- 
ward Storey as a comprehension exercise. 

However, a spokeswoman for the au- 
thority said: *Tl is not as simple as saying 
that it is just the poem. There is no rea- 
son why a poem should penalise those 
children at the top end of the range. There 
is also a drop in children achieving high- 
er grades in the other paper." The Na- 
tional Association for the Teaching of 
English says that it is receiving dozens of 
calls from teachers who are dissatisfied 
with the marking and who say that they 
will appeal against the results. 

Anne Barnes, the association’s gener- 
al secretary, said: “Something has gone 
badly wrong. The results are clustered 
around level four and level five. If the Gov- 
ernment is going to set targets based on 
these tests, this is very serious." 

Two years ago English teachers com- 
plained about the marking of the tests and 
thousands of pupils' marks were changed. 


Mowlam on defensive 



over Drumcree leak 


David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent 
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National Express scheduled airport services,, 
including Flightlink and Airlink. Services, 
take you and your luggage direct to the heart of 
Britain's major airports. 

With over 2,000 agents nationwide, reserving 
a seat couldn't be easier. 


The Northern Ireland Secretary, 
Mo Mowlam, was put on the de- 
fensive yesterday against a 
strong wave of nationalist anger 
and suspicion over her handling 
of last weekend's contentious 
Drumcree march. 

An internal Northern Ireland 
Office document, reported in 
yesterday’s Independent, has 
been widely interpreted as in- 
dicating that a derision to let the 
Orange march through had, in 
essence, been taken as early as 
20 June. 

Last night, the Government 
announced that an inquiry 
would be held into the leak of 
the document. The accusation 
yesterday from nationalist 
sources - and from some 
Unionist elements - was that the 
Government had been less than 
frank in saying that no derision 
was taken until the evening be- 
fore Sunday’s march. 

The most frequently quoted 
point in a day of allegations and 
angry recriminations was the 
document's statement that a 
consensus existed among Ms 
Mowlam, her deputy miniscer. 
the RUC's chief constable, the 
Army’s commanding officer, 
and the chairman of the Parades 
Commission that “if there is no 
local accommodation a con- 
trolled parade on the Garvagby 
Road is the least worst out- 
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Soldiers survey burrring debris after another night of violence in Ulster Photograph: fteuters 
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come . 

A spokesman for the na- 
tionalist SDLP said: “Dr 
Mowlam's credibility problem 
wasa mountain; now it is the Hi- 
malayas.” Party leader John 
Hume, who yesterday met Ms 
Mowlam for an hour-long 
meeting, the tone of which was 
described as brusque, has asked 
to see the Prime Minister. Bren- 
dan McKenna, of the Garvagby 
Road residents’ association, 
said the document showed “to- 
tal duplicity and deceit". 

Ms Mowlam insisted in a se- 
ries of interviews yesterday that 
no decision had been made at 
an early stage, arguing that the 
document was inaccurate in 
saying she was part of such a 
consensus. The document was 
written by the Northern Ireland 
Office's associate director of 
policing and security, and was 


endorsed by its director of se- 
curity policy. 

When the section mentioning 
a consensus was put to her she 
said: “I agree that the sentence 
you’ve just read is difficult. I ful- 
ly accept that, but if you read 
the paper in the whole you will 
see that we hod not made up our 
minds. " 

Ms Mowlam continued: 


‘Labour are now 
crawling out of 
the sleaze pit 
themselves’ 


“There are parts of the docu- 
ment which I readily accept that 
look as if there had been a de- 
rision taken. There were nu- 
merous different documents 
from different civil servants 
with different options in. I 
haven’t endorsed this state- 
ment, never endorsed the doc- 
ument.” 

Speaking of the nationalist re- 
action. she added: “I understand 
their anger, I understand their 


frustration, I understand their 
distress and this doesn’t help. I 
don't believe l betrayed any- 
body, but I've got a lot of trust 
and confidence to rebuild.” 

Mr Blair is expected to use 
Prime Minister’s Question 
Time in the Commons today to 
reinforce his support for Ms 
Mowlam over her handling of 
the Drumcree march. 

Downing Street officials said 
Mr Blair, who is due to fly back 
from the Nato summit in 
Madrid, had been kept in touch 
with events in Ulster, and “he 
wants to re-emphasisc that Mo 
is doing an excellent job”. 

He discussed Northern Ire- 
land during a 90-minutc un- 
scheduled session in Madrid 
with President Clinton, during 
which Mr Blair also expressed 
his gratitude tor the President's 
support for the Government’s 
handling of the crisis in Ulster. 

Sporadic violence continued 
yesterday in a number of re- 
publican areas, with a train set 
on fire in Ncwry, Co Down. De- 
tailing the extent of recent dis- 
turbances, the RUC said that in 
four days there had been 776 at- 
tacks on the security forces, 
1 ,444 petrol bombings and 363 


hijackings. Some 60 police of- 
ficers and 49 civilians were in- 
jured. with the security forces 
firing 2,400 plastic bullets. 


Lost night, the republican 
1NLA said it had been involved 
in recent violence and threat- 
ened to escalate its campaign 
with attacks on loyalists if more 
Orange marches were allowed 
through nationalist areas. 


ST. JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MARE ST. LONDON £S45A 
(Charity Ret No. 231323) 

Since IMS we have shared 
Ih* grief and eased the pain 
o! countless suffering smils 

Last year alone MO found 
peace with the help of your 
Vital gifts. Most of them died 
of oncer - but so serenely 
that you would hardly know. 
Your concern is as encourage 
as your generosity and we 
thank you for yuur inspiring 
trust. 

^ Sister Superior. 
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news 



Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


Tapwater is becoming smellier, and more 
frequently discoloured and contaminated 
with b acteria because of drought and re- 
fartrahment of the mains, the Government's 
prinking Water Inspectorate said yester- 
day. 

But in publishing its annual report cov- 
ermg England and Whies yesterday, the in- 
spectorate said the overall picture was one 
of sustained improvement for most of the 
contaminants it monitors. 

Shortages had forced the water compa- 
nies to change the way they used their 
mams , tapping into new sources and pump- 
ing water in the opposite direction to its 
normal Sow. This had stirred up sediments 


which had lain still for decades, turning the 
water rusty brown 

Chief inspector Michael Rouse said 
there had been several instances when 
mains replacement work had been done 
carelessly, leading to discolouration and 
odour in the water supply. 

The smell coraes from algae and organic 
material dissolved in the water which mi- 
crobes feed off, and the warm summer tem- 
peratures of recent years had helped 
bacteria flourish- 

“It applies to almost all of the compa- 
nies,*’ Mr Rouse told a press conference 
in London- “In some cases it has just been 
careless operation of the system.” He said 
he was urgently requesting the water com- 
panies to improve their ..working 
methods. 


Water supply zones complying with standards 
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But while the number of failures in wa- 
ter samples tested for bacteria, turbidity 
(discolouration) and odour had risen in the 
past few years, Mr Rouse said there was 
no threat to public health because the stan- 


dard for a pass was set so high- The num- 
ber of test passes for lead, pesticides and 
nitrates had all risen steadily over the past 
five years, reflecting the improvements the 
water companies bad been making to 
comply with the European Union’s drink- 
ing water directive. So had the number of 
water supply zones where the standards 
were met 

Overall, only 03 per cent of the three 
million tests for tapwater quality carried out 
in 1996 failed to meet standards, compared 
with 1.5 per cent in 1992. 

The tests are done by the water com- 
panies themselves, with the inspectorate au- 
diting their testing procedures. The report 
reveals marked differences between the 
companies' performances. 

North Surrey fared worst, with 1 percent 


Of its 18,453 samples failing qiality tests. 
The Cholderton and District Water Com- 
pany. which serves just 2300 people in two 
Wiltshire villages, registered a perfect per- 
formance, with not one failure among its 
250 samples. 

Of the big 10 water and sewerage com- 
panies, Thames, South West, Wdsh and 
North West Water performed worst, wj Lb 
0.5 per cent of their samples failing. York- 
shire. Wessex, Severn Tkenit and Northum- 
brian did best, with a failure rate of just D_ 

^Mr Rouse pointed out that between 1990 
and 1993 the inspectorate bunched no pros- 
ecutions for the criminal offence of sup- 
plying water unfit for human consumption. 
Since then, however, it bad concluded four 
prosecutions. 


Friends of the Earth water campaigner 
Mike Childs said the annual report was far 
too optimistic about lead, because it used 
an outdated standard of a maximum con- 
centration of 5(1 mfcrogramspcr litre of wa- 
ter. 

The World Heath Organisation now 
agreed on the need for a tougher standard 
of 10 micrograms per litre. 

“The Drinking Water Inspectorate tells 
us 20 per cent of the population receive wa- 
ter with lead concentrations above that,” 
Mr Rouse said. 

“We need an open and honest 
debate with the Government and the wa- 
ter companies about how 10 tackle this is- 
sue. Wc know lead can damage the 
development of children at low concen- 
trations.” 


The Archers 
they’re not: 
the angry 
voice of the 
countryside 
heads to town 


Clare Garner 


Derek Cross polished off his 
pint and popped another tablet, 
his seventh pain-killer that 
morning. He is booked for a 
double hip replacement in the 
new year, but for Mr Cross, 52, 
a landscape gardener from the 
Cotswolds, preservation of the 
countryside- is all he cares about. 

Hunting comes first, his hips 
second. “Tm doing it for the 
love of my countryside. It means 
everything to me,” he said. 
“It’s my body and if I wears 
them [Iris hipsj out on this 
march then I wears them ouL” 

He commended his com- 
rades. “Without these lads and 
lasses [wouldn’t have done it," 
he said, calculating that when he 
reaches London tomorrow he 
will have docked up 400 miles. 
Not without the likes of David 
Brieriey, a pest controller, Hen- 
ry Hudson, a plastics salesman. 
William Whkehatn, master of 
the Eglinton Hunt, Scotland, 
and Shaun Vickere, a factory 
worker. The 32 core marchers 
and hangers-on who joined 
them each day are a motley 
band The T-shirts which for the 
past three weeks emerged like 
beacons from the brows of hills 
set out their grievance. Some say 


“The voice of the countryside," 
others “Listen to us.” The 
marchers were on their final leg 
yesterday and, as they neared 
the capita], the banner “This is 
red life, not the Archers" gath- 
ered poignance. As they strode 
up the hill, eyes on the pub 
where their morning’s 12 miles 
of walking would be rewarded 
with a ploughman's lunch, they 
had a spring in their step. 

Not only had they nearly ar- 
rived at the big day - the con- 
vergence of marchers and 
gathering of 80,000 supporters 
at Hyde Park tomorrow - but 
they were beginning to feel 
they were making an impact. 
The result of the previous 
night’s phone-in after a Chan- 
nel 5 television debate on hunt- 
ing had yielded promise: of 
34,000 callers, 62 per cent said 
they were against a ban. 

Authennore, the reception 
for the marchers had been 
overwhelmingly positive. “The 
. majority of people smiled 
sweetly, giveyou the thumbs-up 
or honk them horn as if to say 
‘Good on you lads’,” said Mr 
Brieriey. Some were converted 
along the way. Nathan Oldham, 
who works era a deeretafting es- 
tate in Scotland, said: “There 
was a girl calling us all sorts of 



Rural ride: Right to Hunt marchers on the move south of Hitchin, Hertfordshire, yesterday. They are scheduled to reach London tomorrow 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


names ... Later on ... one of 
the lads spoke to her and talked 
her around. She thought we 
were all tafis, ifyoa will. Hooray 
Henrys. She didn't realise that 
most of the people are working- 
class like myself.” 

Frederick Forsyth, the nov- 
elist turned up in Shefford, 
Bedfordshire, yesterday. He 
does not hunt but opposes the 
bill initiated by Michael Foster, 
Labour MP for Worcester, 
proposing abolition of hunting 
with dogs. 


Fox numbers had to be con- 
trolled, but the question was 
how, Mr Forsyth said. There 
were five “feasible” methods: 
“Gassing, which is indiscrimi- 
nate, poisoning which is mas- 
sively indiscriminate, trapping, 
winch is singularly cruel, shoot- 
ing, which is no good, because 
you can’t hit a far s heart at 200 
yards, arid fox-hunting. The ad- 
vantage of bounds is that the fax 
escapes totally intact or is killed 
outright It is never wounded.” 

Essaspage 14 


New S Wales abuse inquiry 


Roger Dobson 


Police yesterday launched an- 
other large-scale inquiry into al- 
legations of abuse at children's 
homes. 

More than 50 detectives will 
investigate claims of sexual and 
physical abuse at five homes in 
South Wiles over the fast 23 
years; they expect to interview 
up to 800 people. - 

Although some of the alle- 
gations date back to the early 
1970s, the most recent involve 
abuse said to have occurred only 
four years ago. The seven peo- 
ple who have complained of 
abuse were aged 10 to 19 at the 
time of the alleged offences. 

The new investigation wffl 
fuel claims that abuse was en- 
demic in Britain’s children’s 


homes during the Seventies 
and Eighties in a loosely policed 
care system where workers were 
moved on rather than investi- 
gated when allegations were 
made by children who were 
both vulnerable and isolated 
from their families. 

Allan Levy QG the leading 
child-care lawyer who chaired 
the Staffordshire “pindown" 
inquiry said yesterday that the 
Government should now take 
action and implement a gener- 
al oooncfl for social workers to 
oversee standards in the 
fessiou and make whistle! 
ingeasier. 

The total number of po^ in- 
quiries into abuse allegations at 
care homes, many of which are 

ongoing, is now approaching 20. 
Cheshire, Merseyside and 


i pro- 
eblow- 


North Wales have been the 
most extensive, and the tri- 
bunal into abuse in homes 
across North Wiles is still tak- 
ing evidence. 

The new inquiry in South 
Wales comes in the wake of an 
earlier police investigation into 
alleged abuse at the now-dosed 
We children’s home in 
Cardiff. Six people have been 
charged, and it was evidence 
from that inquiry that prompt- 
ed the further investigation. 

It wflllodk at five homes - the 
Glamorgan Farm school at 
Neath, and the Sully assessment 
centre. Headlands centre, Bryn- 
y-Don, and Crosslands chil- 
dren’s home, all in Cardiff. 
Only Crosslands and Head- 
lands are still open, although 
the allegations m both cases 


relate to several years ago. 

Detective Chief Superinten- 
dent P hil J ones, head of South 
Wfeles CTD, said yesterday, “As 
far as the alleged culprits are 
concerned none of them are to- 
day working in positions where 
they have day-to-day control of 
children or young people ... 

“TTiis investigation presents 
people with the opportunity to 
speak to us about any con- 
cerns they have. 1 estimate 
there could be up to 800 peo- 
ple who passed through these 
places and so the potential is 
there for this inquiry to evolve 
into a complex and wide rang- 
ing investigation.” 

A confidential hotline - 01656 
869484 - has been set up. It wfll 
be staffed from 8am to 1 
and counselling vriD be a 
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An important 

message to all our 

customers. 

Between 9diand,2di)uly.weregretitiai British Airways fllghls will be disrapted due 
Z^Tn. n». *• following flight* will ■« b. 

- h- “I>-; Mandwster, S«W » 

fpxrpnt those to and from London Heathrow). 

• ^ domestic & European flights from London CatwLdc. 

• The following franchise & Alliance operated flights: 


BA998-999 

BA3000-3499 

BA4000-4199 


BA4600-4999 

BA6200-6449 

BA6700-6749 



BA6800-6999 

BA7600-7949 

BA8000-8199 


The following specific flights to and from London will also operate as no^ al^th^ 

— . — • _1 . 


] o nflnn Hoathrow Terminal 4 

BA293/BA292 


1 nndon Gatwick 


Miami 

Chicago 

New York 


Boston 
Los Angeles 


Johannesburg 

& Durban 

Johannesburg 

& Caberone 

Johannesburg 

Amman 

Beirut 

Damascus & 

Amman 

Singapore 


BA297/BA296 

BA299/BA298 

BA175/BA174 

BA179/BA176 

BA001/BA004 

BA003/BA002 

BA215/BA214 

BA213/BA212 

BA269/BA268 

BA279/BA278 

BA283/BA282 

BA055/BA054 

BA055/BA054 

BA057/BA0S6 

BA6705/BA6706 

BA6701/BA6702 

BA6703/BA6702 

BA6707/BA6708 

BA015/BA016 


Tiblisi & 
Biskek 
Alexandria & 
Damascus 
Dubai & 
Muscat 
Bahrain & 

Abu Dhabi 

Tokyo 

Hong Kong 

Hong Kong & 
Taipai 

Hong Kong & 

Manila 

Bangkok, 

Sydney & 

Melbourne 

Bangkok, 

Sydney & 

Brisbane 

Singapore & 

Perth 


BA671 1/BA6712 

BA6707/BA670S 

BA123/BA122 

BA125/BA124 

BA005/BA006 

BA007/BA008 

BA027/BA02S 

BA029/BA030 

BA025/BA026 

BA031/BA032 

BA009/BA010 

BA009/BA010 
BA01 1/BA012 


Dallas 
Miami 
Houston 
Pittsburgh 
Tampa 
Antigua & 
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Barbados & 
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Barbados 
Nassau & 
Grand Cayman 
Buenos Aires 

Sao Paulo & 
Rio de Janeiro 

Nairobi & 
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Nairobi & 

Dar Es Salaam 

Nairobi 


BA2193/BA2192 

BA2295/BA2294 

BA2225/BA2224 

BA2199/BA2198 

BA4517/BA4516 

BA2253/BA2252 

BA22S5/BA2254 

BA2257/BA2256 

BA4505/BA4504 

BA2267/BA2266 

BA2245/BA2244 

BA2069/BA2068 

BA2069/BA2068 

BA2069/BA2068 


London Heat lm^ig^ ices will be operating as normal, but no domestic services. 

Approximately a quarter of European sem k 


For further information on European services to and hom London Heathrow and 
flights not listed above, either: 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 


contact your travel agent or British Airways Travel Shop 
look on ITV teletext p.380 

visit our website at www.british-airways.com/strike 

or call our information line 0800 727 800. 


We would like to offer our sl " es ” p ^ d that J e are doing a || that we can to 
inconvenienced by the current action. Rest ^dWatwe^a dispute tQ a 

keep disruption to a mmimu .y f f y0U r flight is affected, we will endeavour to 

to reach your destination. 
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Ffion and William face their most ticklish problem yet 



Nolan plan to 
jail councillors 
for corruption 


As photo opportunities go, Wiffiam Hague's attempt to grab his share of the Dmefigit yesterday fell some way short of the mark. The Yorkshire-born 
lory leader also ran the risk of being Tyke-cast as he and fiancee Ffion Jenkins visited to the Great Yorkshire Show at Harogate Photograph: Ian Hod^on 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Councillors should no longer 
face the prospect of being sur- 
charged if they misbehave but. 
instead, could be sent to jail, ac- 
cording to recommendations 
by Lord Nolan's Committee 
on Standards in Public Life. 

- The third report fc? the Nolan 
Committee, which was set up in 
the wake of the cash-for-ques- 
lions scandal three years ago. 
recommends a complete re- 
form of the way that councillors 
are disciplined. 

Surcharge, which under cur- 
rent legislation is applied to 
councillors rather than ministers. 
MPs and quango board mem- 
bers, would be replaced by a new 
disciplinary procedure. While 
minor offences would be dealt 
with a new council Standards 
Committee, more serious of- 
fences would go to the criminal 
courts, to be dealt with under ihe 
new offence of “misuse of pub- 
lic office". Lord Nolan said 
“they could face a jail sentence". 

The recommendations echo 
suggestions by the Home Sec- 
retary. Jack Straw, announced 
last month, for an offence of 
corruption for both public and 
private sectors with a maxi- 


mum seven-year jail sentence. 

The Nolan recommendations 
were seized on by both sides in 
the Westminster council gem-, 
mandering scandal 'in which 
former Tbry council leader 
Dame Shirley Porter and five of- 
ficers and councillors face a sur- 
charge of £31m. 

Lord Nolan’s criticism of sur- 
charge, which he says is “out- 
dated" was welcomed by Ladv 
Porter who argues than he case 
against them should be dropped 
She said: “The changes proposed 
bv Lord Nolan vindicate our be- 
lief that Westminster councillors 
and officers were found to be at 
fault by a deeply flawed and un- 
just system." 

However, three of the com- 
plainants in the case who are 
now Labour MPs welcomed 
the report. One of them, Peter 
Bradley, said: “It has always 
been my view that unlawful 
misconduct should be a crimi- 
nal offence with all the penal- 
ties which that implies." 

Lord Nolan also said that fol- 
lowing the Downey report into 
the cash-for-questions case, he 
would have to return to his first 
report which dealt with Parlia- 
ment to consider the issue of 
punishment. All the five men in- 
volved had lost their seals which 


meant they could not be ex- 
pelled from Parliament. 

Lord Nolan was at pains to 
stress that, while there were cas- 
es of corruption, most council- 
lors and local government 
workers were honest. He said: 
“The vast majority ofcnuncillois 
and officers observe high stan- 
dards or conduct." Asked about 
this, he said ihe committee had 
sought uihicc from the police, 
auditors' and tueal newspapers. 

However. Lord Nolan ap- 
peared not to have heard of the 
scandal that has engulfed Don- 
caster council and mentioned 
that in taking evidence for the 
committee he had only heard 
two allegations - one concern- 
ing “brown paper envelopes in 
a Scottish council" and anoth- 
er in which "English authority 
planning officers were moved 
regularly" in order to avoid al- 
legations that they became too 
close to developers. 

Lord Nolans 59 recommen- 
dations include the creation by 
each council of a new code of 
conduct for councillors; the cre- 
ation of a new Local Govern- 
ment Tribunal to ensure that 
district auditors arc no longer 
prosecutor, judge and jury in 
misconduct cases: and better 
rules to protect whistleblowers. 


Minister in shares 
row urged to quit 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

The Tories yesterday stepped up 
their campaign against Lord Si- 
mon of Highbury and Canon- 
bury, the former BP chairman 
who has become a- minister 
without divesting himself of his 
£2m BP shareholding. 

A Commons motion called 
for Ihe resignation as Minister 
for Competitiveness in Europe, 
and the Cabinet Secretary was 
asked to rule whether Lord Si- 
mon was in breach of the gov- 
ernment code of conduct. 

John Redwood, shadow Pres- 
ident of the Board of Trade, said 
the Opposition remained very 
unhappy that Margaret Beckett, 
the President of the Board of 
Trade and Lord Simon's boss at 
the Department of Trade and 
industry, had not answered 
questions that had been put to 
her about the “apparent conflict 
of interest”. 

He said in a statement: “It 
looks as if a senior government 
minis ter has failed to live up to 
the high standards of openness 
required and the Government 
is now in a state of confusion 
over it." 

In two separate develop- 
ments, John Bercow, Conserv- 
ative MP for Buckingham, 
tabled a Commons motion. 


supported by 28 Tbry col- 
leagues. calling for Lord Si- 
mon's resignation from the 
Government because he had 
neither sold bis shares nor de- 
clared his interest for inclusion 
in the new Lords’ Register of 
Members' Interests. 

Mr Redwood also said that 



Margaret Beckett Unan- 
swered questions 

Julian Lewis. Conservative MP 
for New Forest East, would 
be writing to Sir Robin Butler. 
Secretary to the Cabinet, “draw- 
ing attention to apparent 
breaches in the rules laid down 
in Questions of Procedure 


Ministry’s £2.3mTory 
£lm move to a bill for faulty 
smart address plastic bullets 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Ministers and civil servants are busy preening 
their Whitehall offices for the arrival of the 
European leaders for Britain’s turn at the 
Presidency of the European Union. 

The entire ministerial team from the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is moving out 
of its Whitehall headquarters to more salubrious 
premises at Nobel House. Smith Square, at a lo- 
ud cost of about £947,000. 

Jack Cunningham, the minster of agriculture, 
insisted that the move would have been neces- 
sary- to enable the Whitehall Place offices to be 
refurbished, but an internal memorandum by the 
permanent secretary at Maff, RJ Packer, makes 
it dear that the move is carried out in time for 
Britain to take over the six-month President^ in 

^Mr Packer said ministers believe their present 
offices “need a revamp and is not in their view 
of an appropriate standard for hosting the 
forthcoming UK President 1 ” . The Nobel House 
offices include “some rooms ... of real architec- 
tural distinction". Mr Packer added. 

The moving costs for ministers and officials 
arc estimated at £120.000, and it wll cost 
£240.000 to provide conference facilities. The De- 
partments cmef scientist ’s group isbeingmoved 
out of Nobel House at a cost of £220,000. The 
Department is also paying , an “occupancy 
charge" of £367,000 this year. • 

David Cuny, a former Tbry minister; said. 
-When the Whitehall building was last refurbished 
in I9S9, we moved into the basement. 1 remem- 
ber conducting m ee t i n g surrounded by the beat- 
inc pipes. But they clearly want something more 
fancy for the presidency. It is a bit tactless lo be 
doing this when farmers are stiH feeling wiysore- 


Fran Abrams and 

Anthony Bevins 

The Conservative government spent £23m on 
more than 3300 years’ supply of plastic bullets, 
most of which were faulty. 

Information released to Brian Sedgemore, 
Labour MP for Hackney South and Shoreditch, 
has revealed that the police and army continued 
to use the first batch of 284300 rounds for a year 
after it became clear that they were firing too fast 
and were dangerous. 

Then, when the manufacturers had been giv- 
en time to produce a new batch, a further 94.000 
were ordered. The first batch cost £1 .7m, and the 
second £685,000. 

In 1992, the year before the first consignment 
was ordered, just 88 plastic bullets were fired in 
Northern Ireland.. In 1995, the year before the 
□ext batch was bought, just 273 were used. 

Even at 1996 levels, when more than 8300 plas- 
tic bullets were used - the highest number for 
15 years - supplies would have fasted for 45 years. 

Many of the remaining, non-faulty bullets are 
likely to be scrapped because the Government 
hopes to develty a safer replacement. Since 1981 
more than 1,000 people have been injured by the 
bullets, though- no one has been killed by them 
since 1989. 

Almost 9,000 of the faulty bullets were fired 
during disturbances in the province last year. A 
further 45,000 were withdrawn after the new, 
more accurate batch was introduced. 

The remaining 230,000 were used m tr ain i ng . 
acco rding to the Ministry of Defence, even though 
there is a laser simulator for that purpose. 

The MoD decided to stop using the faulty bul- 
lets in February 1997 and finally withdrew them 
in April, even though it had known since early 
1996 that they were firing too fast. j 



forAfinisiers, arising from Lord 
Simon's failure to inform 
Mrs Beckett about his contin- 
uing to hold more than £2m 
worth of shares in BP - a com- 
pany whose interests could po- 
tentially conflict with his 
Treasury and DTI responsibil- 
ities". 

The perceived conflict of in- 
. terest was further underlined by 
Greenpeace yesterday, when 
Matthew Spencer, the pressure 
group's climate and energy 
campaigner, complained that 
subsidies of about £17m 
were being paid out to the fos- 
sil fuel industry, and oil 
companies were also being 
given preferential tax treat- 
ment. 

Mr Spencer said that a for- 
mer Tory energy minister, Tim 
Eggar, was sow “heading a 
company, Agip, which is takin g 
the lead in exploring for ofl on 
the Atlantic frontier. 

“There is a revolving door be- 
tween the oil industry and the 
Government." he said. “It does 
raise the spectre of cosy chats 
between friends who are either 
in oil or have been in it, about 
how, for example, the review of 
North Sea oil taxation, which 
the Chancellor has just an- 
nounced, could affect their in- 
dustry and what could be a 
suitable outcome." 
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Nato embraces Eastern partners 


Anglos carry the day in battle of the bigger alliance 



Cftrisiophftr Bettamy 
and Elizabeth Nash 

Madrid 


The first three states Emm the 
former Soviet bloc have been in- 
vited to join the Nato military 
alliance in 1999. 

Nato Secretary-General 
Javier Solana announced the 
historic decision to invite 
Poland, Hungary and the Czech 
republic to join yesterday af- 
ternoon. The announcement, 
which Mr Solana said was “a 
defining moment", signals the 
biggest single expansion m 
Nato s 4&-year history and is the 
first to embrace countries winch 
not tong ago faced the 16-nation 
Western Alliance in armed con- 
frontation. 

It is an assertion that Nato 
won the Cold War. and Russia 
denounced Nato’s expansion 
in the strongest terms. "We 
still consider expansion the 
biggest mistake in Europe 
since the end of the Second 
World Wir,” Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov said in 
Moscow. The Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin was pointedly 
absent from the summit. 

Slovenia and Romania. 


whose candidacy was support- 
y Nat 


ed by many Nato countries, 
missed out but Mr Solana gave 
them a special mention along 
with the Baltic States, after a 
long wrangle between Nato 
officials to devise wording ac- 
ceptable to all 16 members. He 
stressed the door to Nato mem- 
bership remained open. 

Yesterday’s decision at the 
Madrid summit means countries 
with a population of 60 million 
and armed forces of 382.000 will 
join Nato in 1999, increasing 
ato’s territory by 14 per cent. 
Right to the end, the Allies 


ft 


argued vigorously about who 
should be invited t 


Winners and losers: Robin Cook, the Madrid yesterday at the expense of Secretary-General, /avferSdtert, and. 
Foreign Secretary (top left), Tony Btafr AM Matutes, the Spanish Foreign the Spanish Prime M&Uste&£jQse 
and BiU Clinton, who got there way art Mfifoter (above left), the Nato MaribAzriar PftOtograpra AFP 


Limit of three thwarts 
Mediterranean ambitions 


Elizabeth Nash 

Madrid 


A pang of disappointment ran 
through Nato’s Mediterranean 
flank yesterday, as France, Spam 
and tie rest digested their mod- 
est gains from the summit billed 
in advance by the Secretary- 
General Javier Solana as "his- 
toric". None of their efforts to 
draw the alliance’s centre of 
gravity down to the south and 
easi succeeded, as the realisa- 
tion struck home that this was 
Uncle Sam's show. 

Expectations were dimin- 
ished before the summit open- 
ed, especially when President 
Bill Clinton announced the US 
would support the candidature 
only of Poland, Hungaiy and the 
Czech Republic, and that the 
southern countries’ additional 
candidates, Romania and Slove- 
nia. would have to wait. 


The Spanish Foreign Minis- 


ter Abel Matures yesterday 
stressed tbe importance of "the 


Mediterranean dimension" in 
enlargement but a senior Span- 
ish official was blunter: “When 
Clinton said only three, we said 
“forget h". We have no choice," 
the diplomat said. 

The summit was also sup- 
posed to streamline Nato s com- 
mand structure, making it more 
flexible as new members joined, 
and a key French demand was 
for a European - rather than 
American - officer to run the 
Southern Command that con- 
trols the Mediterranean region. 

But it became clear at the 
weekend that agreement on a 
new structure would be post- 
poned until December, and 
that the idea of a European 
head of the Allied Forces 
Southern Command C‘Af- 
souih") - a proposal never tak- 
en seriously by the Americans 
- has probably bitten tbe dust. 

Mr Clinton said on Monday: 
“We do not believe that the US 
should give up the command of 
Afsouth because that's where 


the US Sixth Fleet is." After 
troops in Germany. Japan and 
South Korea, “the Sixth fleet is 
our biggest asset beyond our 
borders, and the major asset of 
Afsomh.” 

The French appeared yes- 
terday to have dropped this de- 
mand, for now. But they fought 
to the end for five new mem- 
bers, backing down amid stroag 
indications mat they wanted "a 
more legitimate and more ef- 
fective sharing of responsibili- 
ty within the alliance” and 
stressing that those backing the 
five were “in a majority". 

Spain's ambitions to carve out 
for Europe a stretch of the At- 
lantic command - a corridor 
along the North African coast 
to the Canary Islands- were also 
dashed, partly because Spain's 
full membership has been post- 
poned until the new structure is 
approved, and partly because of 
British, American and Por- 
tuguese reluctance to disturb the 
Adande power balance. 


Everyone accepts the Ca- 
naries must come under the Eu- 
ropean command but the 
islands will probably be en- 
closed in a European adminis- 
trative bubble within rbe 
Atlantic command. This is the 
least palatable solution for 
Madrid, which sought to 
strengthen its influence towards 
the Maghreb. 

With sensitivities rubbed raw 
all round a row flared between 
Britain and Spain over Gibral- 
tar. The Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cooke was reported to 
have indicated a readiness to 
veto Spain’s full integration 
unless it lifted restrictions on 
military Sights over Gibraltar. 

The report was downplayed 
by British officials, who said tbe 
matter was among several to be 
resolved before Spain became 
a full member. It was news to 
Mr Cooke’s counterpart, Mr 
Matutes. who said: “The British 
delegation have not mentioned 
any veto." 


to join. The 
majority, led by France, want- 
ed five, including Slovenia and 
Romania. But tbe US, the dom- 
inant power in Nato. backed by 
Britain, only wanted three. Yes- 
terday morning, the smallest 
number -the number on which 
all could agree - was chosen. 

Tbe only big remaining hur- 
dle for the successful three is 
ratification by the parliaments 
of the 16 existing Nato mem- 
bers. They will also have prac- 
tical military steps to take, but 
those are already underway. 
The Nato charter says new 
members must be accepted 
unanimously. Once they ac- 
cede it is irreversible: there is 
no procedure for ejecting any- 
one from Nato. 

The Prime Minister, Tony 
Blair, said; “It is a realistic and 
sensible agreement Of course, 
some other countries would 
like to have gone further! But 
this is not a political club. This 
is a military alliance." 

The decision to invite only 
three members was a disap- 
pointment for France and oth- 
er Mediterranean countries, 
but they accepted it rather than 
impose a veto. That would have 
risked causing an irreparable 
breakdown in the Alliance. 
President Jacques Chirac said: 
"We are relatively satisfied with 
that solution". 

The supporters of five new 
members exacted a significant 
concession. Nato sources said a 
"strong consensus” was emerg- 
ing that tbe balance of power 
between the US and European 
Nato members needs adjusting. 
“European defence needs a 
new balance between Europe 
and America at the heart of the 
Alliance, which at present has 
an unbalanced European- 
Axnerican relationship in the 
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Eurofighter given the green light 


Imre Karaes 

Bonn 


Germany’s warring government 
departments have struck a deal 
to bankroll Eurofigbler. i he 
controversial combat jet to be 
built together with Britain. Italy 
and Spain. Until now. German 
indecision has held up the pro- 
ject, already approved by the 
other participating countries. 

Though a finafCahinet de- 
cision is only due on Friday, de- 
tails of the agreement between 
the ministries of finance and de- 
fence have been widely leaked. 
According to these. Volker 
Ruhc. the Defence Minister, 
will receh e S50 million German 
marks (£2S9m) next vear and 
DMUbn (£40Sm) 'in 1999. 
specifically earmarked for the 
multi-purpose eumhat aircraft 
that will replace the Luftwaffes 
Phantom jets. 

There will however, be wide 
collateral damage to the Ger- 


man armed forces. Despite the 
large Eurofighter entry fees, Mr 
Ruhc’s overall budget is ex- 
pected to take an overall cut of 
DM500m. at a time when half 
the army's tanks are already 
rusting away because there is 
not enough money for repairs 
and fuel. 

Germany will order 180 
Eurotightersai an estimated cost 
of DM23.3bn (£7.95 bn). Ger- 
man companies have invested 
DM6 .Sbn in research costs, and 
some 40,000 jobs arc estimated 
to depend on the project, main- 
ly at Dasa, the aeronautics 
division of Daimler-Benz. 

The new planes are the only 
beneficiary of an emergency 
budget expected to be submit- 
ted on Friday to the Cabinet by 
Theo V/aigcL. the Finance Min- 
ister. As Germany desperately 
prunes back branches of the 
welfare state in order to meet 
Maastricht targets, it is hard to 
justify such huge sums on an 


untested weapon aimed at an 
unknown enemy. 


But Mr Wiaigel, a Bavarian, 
; likely t< 


was always likely to be sympa- 
thetic to Eurofighter, because 
most of the jobs it would gen- 
erate are in his homeland. That 
may not silence the critics, how- 
ever hard the government will 
try to rationalise the decision on 
economic grounds. The pacifist 
Greens are naturally opposed, 
as are most of the Social De- 
mocrats, who argue that Euro- 
flghter is an expensive luxury 
with no obvious benefits. 

On the government benches, 
too. there is a great deal of scep- 
ticism. especially among the 
Free Democrats. But, just as it 
has sown (he seeds erf discord 
in the government. Eurofigbtcr 
will also split the opposition. 
With the greatest reluctance and 
a great deal of squirming. 
Bavarian Social Democrats are 
likely to vote with their 
constituents’ pockets m mind. 
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Chocks away: The multinational Eurofigiter, given the go-ahead by Bonn Photograph; Reuter 
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in biggest step for half a century 


Invitation to Poles, Hungarians 
and Czechs was expected, but 
still infuriates Russia 




decision -making process". Mr 
Chirac sajA 

By mid morning yesterday, 
when the list was down to three, 
the main argument concerned 
the wording of the statement, 
stressing that the door to Al- 
liance membership was stOl 
open. Countries which had 
wanted five new members want- 
ed an explicit reference to the 
progress made by Slovenia and 
Romania towards fulfilling the 
conditions for membership. 
Britain and the US did not, ar- 
guing it might offend the three 
Baltic States . which also want 
to join. They said that if any 
guarantee was given to Slove- 
nia and Romania, they might as 
well be invited to join now. 

In the end, Mr Solana men- 
tioned Slovenia, Romania and 
the Baltic States. “No European 
democracy will he excluded 
from consideration. In keeping 
with our pledge to maintain an 
open door wc wilt keep (this] 
under continual review." 

The next round of invitations 
is expected to be issued at the 
summit to mark Nato’s 30th an- 
niversaiy in 1999, when Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech Re- 
public will join. 

Mr Blair had a 90- minute 
meeting with President BQ1 
Clinton in his hotel after dinner 
on Monday night, when they 
discussed enlargement. Mr 
Blair briefed Mr Clinton on the 
situation in Northern Ireland, 
and thanked him for support- 
ing peace efforts in the 
province. 

The British and Americans 
felt that increasing Alliance 
membership by five to 21 mem- 
bers. an increase of nearly a 
third, would be going too for. It 
would increase the area of the 
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Jacques Chirac: Relatively 
satisfied by concessions 


Alliance and its population by 
20 per cent. British officials 
pointed out that Britain has the 
biggest joint defence pro- 
gramme with Romania, bigger 
than any of the countries which 
bad supported Romania joining. 

Although Nato enlargement 
has provoked strong opposition 
in Russia, it has been softened 
by the signature of the Found- 
ing Act on 27 May, which at- 
tempts to prevent Russia being 
isolated. Today, Nato will sign 
a similar agreement with Pres- 
ident Leonid Kuchma of 
Ukraine, who is representing his 
country at the summit, strength- 
ening the complex jigsaw of se- 
curity arrangements. 

■ Madrid (AP) Nato leaders 
expressed concern about the 
crisis in the Bosnian Serb 
Republic. Without mentioning 
Radovan Karadzic, the Bosnian 
Serb leader locked in conflict 
with President Biljana Plavsic, 
they warned they would not 
accept a power grab. “We will 
not tolerate any recourse to 
force or violence,” Mr Clinton 
and the other leaders said. 
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Mars’ great flood was size of the Med 


Riddle of where 
water went and 
and whether it 
ever supported life 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Had the Pathfinder spacecraft land- 
ed where it is now 1 billion years ago, 
it would have been hundreds of feet 
under water. The Ares Wilis site was 
once the scene of a colossal flood that 
would have been big enough to fill 
the Mediterranean basin on Earth. 

The question intriguing scientists 
is where the water that was once on 
Mars has gone and whether it might 
have been able to support life. 


“““ smnj auvnui UUIUUCIJ) hidUkCU 

by currents, ripples in the rocky, 
salmon-pink landscape and staing 
behind by puddles which evaporat- 
ed long ago. 

Geologists have known since the 
Viking missions 21 years ago that 
floods once swept the planet. The 
new pictures are powemil evidence' 
confirming that. The water would 
have covered a swath of Mars hun- 



Watch this space: A project 
director shows off a view of the 
planet taken from the lander, 
which with its rover vehicle is 
opening up new vistas for 
scientists Photograph: AFP 


dreds of miles wide, with churning 
water that reshaped the surface of 
the planet. “This was huge," said 
Michael Malm, one of the scientists 
at the US space agency, Nasa. 

He estimated that the flood hap- 


pened between 1 billion and 3 bil- 
lion years ago. 

If, as some scientists contend, 
large bodies of water - rather than 
the rushing torrents described yes- 
terday - ever existed on the Mart- 


ian surface, life probably could have 
survived there. “I think we're fairly 
confident that there was liquid wa- 
ter on Mars,” said Matthew 
Golombek, a project scientist. “The 
question is, could it have been 


warmer and wetter, such that liquid 
water could just be sitting there?" 
Modem conditions on Mars are 
less welcoming. The highest day 
temperature measured by file lander 
on Monday was -12C; the lowest at 


night was -76C. The missing water 
may have boiled off into space mil- 
lions of years ago, been trapped in 
rocks and soil, or frozen into icecaps 
and underground icesheels. The 
Mars rover has been using its 


X-ray spectrometer to determine the 
chemical composition of a rock the 
scientists have dubbed Yogi, for its 
squat shape. The rover is about the 
size of a microwave oven and is the 
first movable craft sent to explore the 
surface of another planet. So far it 
has only gone about 6ft from the lan- 
der. But it has delighted the scien- 
tists, who are as proud as parents 
seeing their child take its first steps. 

The lander's camera has taken 
hundreds of photographs, many in 
colour and 3-D, leaving scientists as- 
tounded by the variety of colours, and 
thus rock types, in view. 

Because' it bears on the issue of 
whether life existed on Mats, scien- 
tists said the evidence of floods at the 
Pathfinder landing site will be in- 
vestigated intensively. But to answer 
the big question - whether life did 
evolve on Mars - scientists will have 
to aillecl and study the rocks in lab- 
oratories on Earth. Nasa plans a 
mission to do that in 2005. 


China moves 
goalposts for 
Hong Kong 
elections 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Hong Kong's election system is 
to be altered m a way whkh crit- 
ics say will ensure selection of 
a compliant legislature. Against 
a storm of protest, China de- 
cided to abolish all elected tiers 
of government following last 
week's handover of Hong 
Kona's sovereignty. However, 
elections for the legislature 
were promised before next July. 

What was not known until 
yesterday was what would re- 
place the firet-past-the-post sys- 
tem used to elect members to 
geographical constituencies, 
which made up one-third of the 
. seats in the now abolished leg- 
islature. These win be elected 
by a unique proportional rep- 
resentation system using a 
“largest remainder formula”, 
under which winning candi- 
dates have votes redistributed 
to less popular ones. The terri- 
tory has been divided into five 
mega-constituencies, ending 
the system of direct can- 
stituency representation. 

Fred Li. a former Democra- 
tic Party legislator, said: “The 
purpose is to limit the number 
of democrats coming hack to the 
Legislative Council." In the 
last elections, in 1995, pro- 
democracy candidates swept 
the board in geographical con- 
stituencies, gaining ail but one 
of the seats. 

Another move to reduce the ■ 
presence of pro-democracy can- 
didates comes in a ban on 
all foreign passport-holders 
standing for election in the geo- 
graphical amstituenries. Foreign 
passports are common among 
Hong Kong's middle class. 
Emily Lau, a former pro- 
democracy legislator, and top 
vote-winner in the last elec- 


tion, is among a large group who 
would now be ineligible to stand 
The government will further 
enhance its support in the new 
legislature by arranging to have 
10 of the 60 seats filled by 
members selected by an 
SOO-strong committee, likely to 
be packed by its supporters. This 
replaces the present system, 
where 10 members are select- 
ed from the ranks of directly 
elected local-council officers. 


for the government is likely to 
come from seals set aside for so- 
called functional constituen- 
cies. They account for half the 
members of the legislature. 
Foreign passport-bolders win be 
limited to standing m 12 of the 
30 constituencies. 

The installation of nine func- 
tional constituencies, covering 
the entire working population, 
and introduced by the former 
governor Chris Patten, has been 
scrapped and replaced by a 
previous system of constituen- 
cies with few electors and, of- 
ten, no contested election. 
Under these arrangements the 
pro-democracy camp, which 
held almost half the seats in the 
elected legislature, w31 be lucky 
to win a fifth in the new body. 

A China-appointed commit- 
tee recommended a system 
which appeared to be a far 
more audacious form of vote- 
rigging. The multi-seat, smgje- 
vote system they backed is de- 
signed to deprive popular par- 
ties from gaining full benefit of 
their support, because voters 
can only vote for a single can- 
didate in a constituency with a 
number of seats. 

This means that those with 
little support benefit once the 
bulk of the voles is given to the 
popular candidate and the re- 
mainder are distributed. - 


Peking accused 
of meddling in 
US democracy 
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Mary Dejevsfcy 

Washington 


The high-powered Senate com- 
mittee investigating political 
funding abuses in Iasi year's 
elections caused a sensation at 
its opening session yesterday by 
accusing China of deliberately 
setting out to influence the 
political process in the United 

States. - . . 

Addressing the committee s 
first public hearing, the chair- 
man. Fred Thompson, a former 
Watergate lawyer and Republi- 
can senator for Tennessee, was 


uncompromising: “The com- 
mittee believes that high-level 
Chinese government officials 
crafted a plan to increase Chi- 
na's influence over the US 

political process,” he raid. 

The committee's vice-chair- 
man, the former astronaut mid 
now Democratic senator for 
Ohio, John Glenn, offered a 
revelation of his own. He an- 
nounced one of the key wit- 
nesses, John Huang - an 
American of Asian origin who 
became a major fund-raiser at 
the Democratic Party's Na- 


tional Committee -had agreed 
to appear before the .committee 
on certain conditions. His re- 
quest for “limited immunity" 
from prosecution was due to be 
considered yesterday afternoon. 
Mr Huang is alleged to have fil- 
tered ■ Illegal funds into 
Democratic Party coffers. 

The central role the commit- 
tee h as allotted to China will re- 
verberate through Washington. 
It is only three weeks since Con- 

S approved the renewal of 
’s most favoured nation 
trading status,despite opposition 
. from human rights campaigners. 

Until recently, the Adminis- 
tration bad been at pains to sep- 
arate Chinese leaders - who it 
presented as mostly without 
blame in relations with the US 

-and snail opautors who might 

exceed their brief through over- 
enthusiasm. This is the expla- 
nation offered, for instance, for 
the use of US supercomputers 
for wib'iaiy purposes. • 

Now, the administration has 
to deal with allegations that Chi- 
na set out to subvert the.politi- 
cal process and may even have 
influenced Bill Clinton’s election. 
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Cambodian minister executed 



fieant shorts 


Matthew Chance 


A senior official from the par- 
ty of the ousted Cambodian co- 
premier, Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh, was shot and killed 
after being arrested In' troops 
loyal to powerful second prime 
minister, Hun Sen, an interior 
ministry official said yesterday. 

Ho Sok, a secretary of state 
at the interior ministry, was ar- 
rested on Monday and later 
killed, a member of Hun Sen's 
party said. 

Ho Sok was one of four se- 
nior Funcinpec members whom 
Hun Sen had accused of being 
responsible for two days of 
fighting in the Cambodian cap- 
ital that left at least 58 people 
dead. Hun Sen. who ousted 
Prince Ranariddh on Sunday, 
said the four should be found 
and arrested. 

Prince Ranariddh's top mil- 
itary adviser. General Nhiek 
Bun Chhay. was among the 
four identified by Hun Sen. 
Officials said the general was 
surrounded bv troops loyal to 
the coup leader. 

Away from Phnom Penh, 
fierce fighting shattered the 
tranquil silence around Cam- 
bodia's ancient Khmer capital 
last night, as rival forces clashed 
near the remote temple com- 
plex of Angkor Wat in the 
nortb-wesL 

And in another ominous sirjn, 
the authorities in neighbouring 
Thailand began evacuating for- 
eign nationals, in scenes remi- 
niscent of the panicked 1975 
departure from the city when 
the Khmer Rouge took control. 
Phnom Penh’s airport has re- 
mained closed to commercial 
traffic since heavy fighting re- 
portedly damaged its facilities 
at the weekend. In Washington, 
the Pentagon ordered American 
warships to the region in case 
a full-scale evacuation of for- 



Innocent victims: Cambodians injured in the recent fighting wait for treatment at a Phnom Penh hospital yesterday 


eigners is necessary. 

In Paris, where he is in self- 
imposed exile. Prince Ranarid- 
dh urged the world to condemn 
the Hun Sen coup. “I am ask- 
ing the international community 
to take a clear position and to 
never recognise a government 
resulting from a coup d'eun.” he 
said. 


A joint statement by the As- 
sociation of South East Asian 
Nations (Asean) has called for 
negotiations between the rival 
Cambodian factions. Cambodia 
is scheduled to join Asean lat- 
er this month but the plans may 
now be delayed. 

Cambodia's drift back to re- 
newed warfare marks a failure 


for the United Nations peace ef- 
fort in the country. Four years 
ago. democratic elections 
marked the end of a S2bn UN 
project to return Cambodia to 
peace after nearly 20 years of 
fighting. But the UN was unable 
to disarm the rival factions. 

“Even if the 1991 peace deal 
could not be fully’ implement- 


ed, the situation would be mnrfi 
better now if they had tried to 
get the arms," said KemSokha. 
chairman of die Cambodian 
parliament's human rights com- 
mission. 

Tanks and heavily armed 
troops were patrolling the 
streets of Phnom Penh last 
ni gh t. Hun Sen, who some see 


Photograph: Reuters 


as a new dictator, voiced in- 
dignation at any suggestion of 
a return to the paralysis of a 
coalition government with 
Prince Ranariddh. He has ac- 
cused his rival of forging a mil- 
itary alliance with the Khmer 
Rouge, under whose rule an es- 
timated two million Cambodi- 
ans died. 


Mourning ends for the Great Leader 


ffidiard Uoyd Parry 

North Korea announced yes- 
terday that the three-year period 
of mourning for Klin D Sung, 
the country's “Great Leader^, 
was over, renewing specula- 
tion that his son. Kira Jong U. 
will soon accede formally to the 
presidency. 

The younger Kim has been 
commander-in-chief of North 


Korea's huge military forces 
since 1994. but has yet to take 
on the highest state titles of pres- 
ident and general secretary' of 
the Korean Workers’ Party. 

Information about the inner 
workings of the communist lead- 
ership is virtually non-existent, 
but speculation has focused on 
two possibilities: cither protocol 
makes it inappropriate tor a new 
leader to be inaugurated during 


the mourning period, or Mr 
Kira does not command the 
confidence of his party. 

Food shortages, economic 
decline and continuing tensions 
with Pyongyang's deadly rivals 
in South Korea have encouraged 
rumours that Kim Jong U's au- 
thority is under threaL 

Yesterday, at ceremonies to 
mark the third anniversary of his 
father’s death, senior members 


of the Worker’s Party referred 
to him by military rather than 
state titles, but reaffirmed his 
status as Kim II Sung's heir. 

“Long ago he most brilliant- 
ly solved the question of inher- 
itance of the leadership in 
Korea, with a high sense of re- 
sponsibility for Socialism and the 

future of the people." said the 
foreign minister, Kim Yong 
Nam, in a speech carried by the 


Korean Central News Agency. 
“Party members, officers and 
men of the People’s Army, and 
all the people will forever believe 
in Comrade Kim Jong H and 
follow none but him." 

Last month. North Korea’s 
ambassador to Moscow said 
Mr Kira would take on the 
presidency soon afteryesterday’s 
ceremonies, but a report by the 
South Korean government this 


week predicted that this would 
not happen until October. 

Footage shot by state televi- 
sion yesterday showed an un- 
smiling Mr Kim sQently listening 
to speeches praising him in 
front of the Kumusan presi- 
dential palace in centra] Py- 
ongyang. Thousands of mourn- 
ers were shown laying wreaths 
in front of a huge statue of the 
late Kim D Sung. 
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Kenyans outraged over 
democracy-rally deaths 

The opposition and rights activists condemned Kenyan 
police for crushing pro-democracy rallies, killing at least 
eight people and injuring hundreds. Calm relumed to 
several towns a day after the wist political violence in 
Kenya since 1991. Reformists, who demand constitutional 
changes before this years elections, said protests would 
continue and parliament voted to discuss the violence as “ti 

.. . . ■ i : » ab u.i Li 


matter of national importance.* 


AP- Nairobi 


Jaruzeiski too ill to be tried 

A Polish court said the former Communist ruler Wojcicch 
Jaruzeiski is too ill to be tried for the shooting of - 
protesters when he was defence minister. In 1970 troops 
shot dead at least 44 people protesting at price rises. 
General Jaruzeiski, 74, is among 12 former ministers and 
senior officials due to face a long-delayed trial over the 
issue in Gdansk. Routers - Gdansk 

Le Pen’s day in court 

National 
Tiro 

days before the. T June National Assembly ejection, in 
which his daughter was a candidate, he was involved in a 
brawl in Paris, and could be seen in videotapes tussling 
with Annette Pculvast, who opposed his daughter, Marie 
Caroline, in the election. Reuters - Parte 

Fury at security job for ‘killer’ 

sa 

killed 



Rights groups attacked Israel’s decision to appoint as a 
security adviser a former secret agent who allegedly ki — 
Palestinians after arresting them. Hhud Yatom, quoted as 
saving he used a rock to crush the skulls of two Gaza 
hijackers in 1984. was a member of a council that advised 
the government on counter-terrorism. The Israeli Centre . 
for Human Rights in the occupied territories said he was 
“a self-proclaimed killer*'. Reuters - Jerusalem 

Still sprouting at 43,000 years 

Botanists discovered a naturally cloned shrub thought to 
be 43,000 years old. Lomatia tasinanica , also called King’s 
holly, is found in Tasmania. Botanists previously thought 
the oldest living plant was a 13,000-year-old huckleberry in 
the United States. Reuters - Hobart 

Former Panther kicked out 

Australia ordered the deportation of a former Black 
Panther once convicted of hijacking an aircraft. The acting 
Immigration Minister. Amanda Vhnstone, said Lorenzo 
Ervin's visa had been cancelled and he was being detained 
pending deportation. Mr Ervin, who was invited to 
Australia for a -speaking tour by the anarchist group Angry 
People, was convicted in the US in 1969 of hijacking a 
plane to Cuba. He was freed in 1983. Routers - Canberra 



No entry: Lorenzo Ervin, convicted of hijacking in the US 
in 1969, with Australian police in Brisbane - - 


Albania’s quiet miracle 
confounds doomsayers 


Little short of a miracle has oc- 
curred in Albania, where three 
months ago nobody would have 
taken bets on the prospects of 
a successful election, much less 
the peaceful, democratic re- 
moval of President Safi Berisha, 
the man most widely blamed for 
the rampant anarchy, endemic 
criminality and economic col- 
lapse that brought the country 
to its knees. 

The voting of the past two 
Sundays bas revealed a re- 
markable sense of civic order, 
and despite the menace of 
roving gangs and politically in- 
spired skulduggery, was far 
freer and fairer than last year’s 
farcical election, in which the 
president's men overran polling 
stations and stuffed ballot box- 
es to bursting-point with votes 
for the r uling Democratic Par- 
ty. Mr Berisfia’s promise Co re- 
spect the results and resign 
once a new parliament is con- 
vened has surprised even his 
own followers, who have come 
to recognise him by his iron fist 
first, and his democratic 
rhetoric a distant second. 

In one sense, though, the real 
battle is only just beginning. 
Fatos Nano, the victorious 
Socialist Party leader who only 
three months ago came out of 
the prison cell Mr Berisba had 
sent him to, has made all the 
right noises about restoring the 
rule of law, strengthening de- 
mocratic institutions and build- 
ing up a pro-European market 
economy. “Our historic destiny 
is to tell the world this country 
is no longer run by the mafia.’’ 
he said at a victory rally. 

But is such a programme 
too much to hope for? Mr 
Nano may be personable, 
bright, cultured, gifted for lan- 
guages and well versed in the art 
of international diplomacy, but 
didn't Mr Berisha appear to 
have exactly the same creden- 
tials when he took office five 
years ago? Is there a danger that 
Mr Nano, like Mr Berisha and 
every other Albanian leader 
this century, will turn into a cor- 
rupt, repressive autocrat? The 
warning signs are there. The 
Socialist two-thirds majority is 
roughly the same size as Mr 
Berisha’s in 1992. The system 
they are inheriting is a presi- 
dential republic with almost 


New leader will face temptation 
to behave like Sali Berisha, 
writes Andrew Gumbel 



An Albanian woman begging beside pro- Berisha graffiti 


no division of powers and no in- 
dependent judiciary. 

The country they will rule is 
so impoverished and anarchy- 
ridden that the economy cannot 
function and people cannot" 
earn enough to eat without the 
help of criminal activities or 
massive outside intervention - 
both options fraught with the 
risk of official corruption. 

“Locke said that "a man. in 
divers times, differs even from 



Fatos Nano: Already going in 
the right direction 

himself. In other words, even 
the most dedicated democrat 
will become a dictator if he is 
inserted into a dictatorial sys- 
tem." said Spartak Ngjela, the 
outgoing justice minister. 

“I’d say the Socialists have 
three months to introduce a new 
constitution with a foil separa- 
tion of powers, otherwise they 
will never be able to change the 
way this country is run." 

As he takes his first key 


decisions. Mr Nano appears to 
be going irr theright direction. 
He bas opted to become prime 
minister rather than president, 
and pushed the man who led the 
partyduring his imprisonment, 
the relatively uncontrovereial 
physicist Rcxbeo Mejdani, to- 
wards the job of head of state. 
This is an important first step 
towards establishing an ortho- 
dox parliamentary’ republic, in 
contrast to Mr Berisha’s 
plebiscitary leadership style. 

There has also been a con- 
certed effort to push another se- 
nior Socialist, the outgoing 
prime minister, Bashkim Fine, 
into the limelight, to suggest the 
new government will not just be 
an exclusive Nano show. Mr 
Fino. who came from almost 
nowhere to lead an all-party ad- 
ministration in the run-up to Lhe 
elections, is tipped for the for- 
eign ministry or a similar post. 

The first sign that Mr Berisha 
was turning dictatorial came 
when he expelled a group of his 
most talented and popular col- 
leagues within months of taking 
office; he could not tolerate be- 
ing anything other than the 
undisputed number one. Hie 
SociaJist-icd opposition has a 
tremendous wealth of intellec- 
tual and political talent; the 
world will have to watch to en- 
sure Mr Nano uses it rather than 
keeping it at a distance. 

TTie other issue to walch l«t 
the fate of Mr Berisha and his 
circle. In Albania's brutal po- 
litical climate, former leaders 
have all too often been killed 


exiled or jailed. Although there 
is no lack of serious charges 
against the Berisha govern- 
ment. the international com- 
munity, notably Washington, is 
pushing for an amnesty to 
defuse the hostility between 
Albania’s main rival parties. 

Such an amnesty will be dif- 
ficult to sell to voters, still iuri- 
ous about the loss of their 
money to government-spon- 
sored pyramid investment 
schemes, and risks backfiring if 
Mr Berisha plays excessively 
dirty in opposition. But it ap- 
pears to have the support of at 
least part of the 61ite. Mr 
Berisha 's own approach was to 
leave his predecessor, the twi- 
light Communist leader, Ramiz 
Alia, in peace for a couple of 
years ana then slap him in jail. 

Overall there is a sense that 
the country has moved on, de- 
spite the recent chaos. “Nano 
cannot be another Berisha, just 
as Berisha could not be anoth- 
er Enver Hoxha. We have 
learned something from the 
past five years; even Berisha has 
learned, though for him it is now 
too late,” said Fatos Lubonja, 
one of the country’s most re- 
spected writers and thinkers and 
a former political prisoner. 

The biggest nightmare will be 
untangling the mess left by the 
coDapsc of the pyramid schemes. 
Mr Nano rashly promised in the 
campaign to repay people irifull. 
In practice he will have to rely 
. on foreign credit Unix, advocated 
by the Italian Prime Minister, 
Romano Prodi. but yet to be ap- 
proved by the rest of the inter- 
national community, to tide 
over the. worst-affected and 
hope the economy will build up 
hast enough to calm the nerves 
of the men With guns. 

One fear is that the pyramid 
schemes still nominally in op- 
eration, Vefa and Kambcniwiil 
blackmail the government into 
giving them licences for prof- 
itable sectors of the economy, 
such as chrome mining and 
telecommunications, in ex- 
change for a pledge to reim- 
burse their investors. This 
would open the whole system up 
to corruption. Mr Nano's ad- 
visers insist they would prefer 
u more orthodox solution, but 
concede this is a prospect they 
utay have to face. 
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JOIN THE FIGHT FOR COUNTRY RIGHTS. HYDE PARK TOMORROW. 

| TOMORROW j thous ands of people are rallying in London to fight for the future of the countryside. [FACT?] 60,000 jobs in a £3.8 billion economy are 
threatened* [ FACT] wildlife habitats and the ecology of the countryside are at risk. iDON’Tl let urban prejudices destroy the countryside’s way of life. 


1 enclose a cheque far £ — -made payable to the Countiyside Alliance Fighting Fund. Or call 0171 582 5652 far credit card donations. Published by the Countryside 

Alliance (British Field Sports Society, Countiyside Business Group and the Countiyside Movement), 357 Bennington Road, London SE114PT. *Souree: Cobham Report 1997 
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Professor 

H. H. Lamb 


H. H. Lamb was the greatest dj- 
matologisi of his lime. He, al- 
most single-handed alerted the 
world to the inconstancy of 
present climate. 

In many ways it was in- 
evitable that Lamb would have 
a distinguished scientific ca- 
reer, because of his family back- 
ground. but the route he took 
owed something to his rebellion 
against inevitabilities. His 
grandfather was the math- 
ematician Horace Lamb, who 
published textbooks used by 
meteorologists, and his father 
was a professor of engineering. 
Other members of these tw r o 
Lamb generations were also 
successful and influential. As a 
child and young man. Lamb felt 
the weight of what he himself 
described as the terrible con- 
centration of expectations on 
him as the only' male descendant 
of the family bearing the name 
of Lamb. 

During his childhood, there 
were hints of rebellion against 
these expectations and against 
a rather stem upbringing. He 
much admired, secretly, his 
Uncle Henry, an artist and the 
black sheep of the family. Con- 
tact with the family of his Mend 
Trevor Huddleston introduced 
the young Hubert to different 
ways of looking at the world. 
Another friendship led to reg- 
ular teatimes at the bouse 
where Lewis Fry Richardson 
was the head of the family. 

Richardson had already at- 
tempted the first-ever numeri- 
cal prediction of the weather, a 
technique which could not be 
used effectively until the de- 
velopment of 'powerful com- 
puters, decades later. It was one 
of those strange twists that they 
never talked about meteorolo- 
gy or climate, but Richardson’s 
Quaker philosophy had a strong 
influence on the rest of Lamb's 
life. 

A much later twist is that. 40 
years on. one of the reasons 
Lamb decided to leave the Me- 
teorological Office to found 
the Climatic Research Unit at 
the University of Hast Anglia 
was because he felt there was an 
over-emphasis on the type of re- 
search Richardson had started, 
to the exclusion of the research 
Lamb was undertaking. 

Family pressure continued 
during Lamb's time at Oundle 
School. He was forced to aban- 
don history and languages in 
favour of sciences. He went to 
Cambridge to study Natural 
Sciences and then, ’after two 
years, decisively rebelled. He 
switched to Geography, ending 
up with a mongrel degree, 
which his father told him he 
would regret all his life. In fact, 
his Cambridge training provid- 
ed Lamb with the springboard 
to pursue his catholic interests 
in climate and in climate-human 
interactions. His undergraduate 
rebellion also encouraged his 
propensity to question conven- 


tional scientific thought, a char- 
acteristic which permeated his 
lifetime's research. 

Lamb started with the 
Meteorological Office in 193b. 
With typical modesty, he 
claimed that the only reason he 
got the job was because the di- 
rector had been a student of his 
grandfather. Very soon. Lamb 
produced a well-received paper 
on the formation of North Sea 
fogs, but its publication was frus- 
trated because of its potential 
use to the enemy, when Europe 
was on the verge of war. The 
war impinged on Lamb more di- 
rectly, when he was instructed 
to work on the meteorology of 
gas spraying. He immediately 
sent m his resignation which, in 
the absence of the Director, was 
accepted. 

The Directors return, how- 
ever, saw Lamb transferred to 
the Irish Meteorological Ser- 
vice. where he trained new re- 
cruits and was charged with 
producing weather forecasts 
for the new transatlantic pas- 
senger flights. This was a con- 
siderable challenge since data 
were very sparser and neutral 
Ireland was not privy to British 
observations. Lamb had to 
glean most of his information 
from air crews arriving at 
Fovnes. The perfect safety 
record was testimony to his al- 
most unbelievable scientific in- 
tuition of the behaviour of 
Atlantic weather systems. 

Soon after his return to the 
Meteorological Office in 1946, 
Lamb found himself on the 
whaler Bedaena in the Antarc- 
tic. as expedition meteorologist. 
His experience of forecasting 
with minimal observational data 
over the North Atlantic clear- 
ly helped him chart conditions 
in the Southern Ocean, from the 
few observations in lower- 
middle-latitude lands and the 
use of expedition aircraft as an 
instrument to measure the ex- 
tent of clear weather ahead of 
the nearest meteorological 
threat. 

Lamb's own sharp powers of 
observation on the outgoing and 
homeward voyages nurtured 
growing seeds of doubt over the 
received wisdom about the con- 
stancy of present climate. No 
less a person than George Dea- 
con. the founder of the National 
Institute of Oceanography, had 
insisted, to Lamb, that the 
sharp discontinuities between 
warm and cold waters In the 
Southern Ocean were invariant 
Lamb saw that they were not 

In 1950 Lamb published a 
classic paper in the Quarterly 
Journal of die Royal Meteoro- 
logical Society on weather types 
and natural seasons in Britain. 
The Lamb Weather Type 
(LWT) classification it de- 
scribed spawned a whole new 
industry in climatological re- 
search. The LWTk have been 
used to characterise atmos- 
pheric circulation changes, have 


been transported to other geo- 
graphical regions, and - since 
they encapsulate much infor- 
mation on atmospheric condi- 
tions - have been applied 
to many uses, including air- 
pollution forecasting. 

At around the same time. 
Lamb - and climatology - ex- 
perienced a huge slice of luck. 
He was posted to the Meteo- 
rological Office's moribund cli- 
matology department, where 
he was able to indulge his fas- 
cination, with little interruption, 
in what was probably the most 
complete, and unstudied, me- 
teorological archive in the 
world. He set about recon- 
structing monthly atmospheric 
circulations over the North At- 
lantic and Europe back to the 
1750s. confirming his growing 
conviction of the reality of cli- 
mate change on time-scales of 
significance to modern hu- 
mankind. He also started to 
moke the first connections be- 
tween sea-surface temperatures 
and the atmospheric circulation. 

It is ironic that there is a ma- 
jor effort today to understand 
such connections, because of the 
significance of links between 
ocean circulations and the over- 
lying atmosphere, much of it 
with the computer techniques 
Lamb felt were used in an un- 
critical way right to the end of 
his life. 

His work with the Meteoro- 
logical Office archives strength- 
ened Lamb’s burgeoning 
international reputation. He 
was receptive to approaches 
from scientists from other dis- 
ciplines. His own predilections, 
and his undergraduate training, 
ensured an open mind to 
interdisciplinarity, decades 
ahead of this now fashionable 
concept He started to work with 
botanists and historians. 

As his interests in climate 
variations extended further 
back in time. Lamb started to 
examine the possible causes of 
climatic variations, particular- 
ly volcanic eruptions. After a 
prodigious effort, painstaking in 
its detail he produced a mea- 
sure of the dust in the atmos- 
phere following every volcanic 
eruption since 1500. He was 
able to demonstrate the links 
beween major events and cool- 
er conditions. With the 1970 pa- 
per “Volcanic Dust in the 
Atmosphere”, Lamb’s name 
again entered the scientific lit- 
erature as an input for other cli- 
matologists' analyses; this time 
via the Lamb Dust Veil Index. 

In the meantime, in 1963. 
Lamb was awarded a special 
merit promotion in the Mete- 
orological Office, mainly for his 
work on the Antarctic. This was 
accompanied by a rare freedom 
to pursue research interests. To- 
wards ftie end of the 1960s, how- 
ever, Lamb felt that the support 
he needed to conduct his 
labour-intensive research would 
be more suitably found outside 



Rigorous and unassuming; Lamb mapped the way forward for the study of climate change 


the Meteorological Office. In 
1972 he left to found the Cli- 
matic Research Unit at the 
University of East Anglia. 

Many would have regarded 
this as* loo uncomfortable a 
challenge, approaching retire- 
ment age, and having to con- 
front the uncertainties of 
research funding in the very dif- 
ferent world of universities. 
Certainly, many were sceptical 
of the success of such a venture. 
But Lamb still had a point to 
prove, and much to do. 

His period at UEA saw the 
completion of his greatest work; 
a triumph of scientific synthe- 
sis and interpretation. Climate: 
present, past and future ap- 
peared in two volumes, pub- 
lished in 1972 and 1977, and is 
a magnificent reference work 
for all researching in climatol- 
ogy and dimale change. He ap- 
pointed researchers trained in 
historical methods to tease out 
the climatic information buried 
in documentary records, and 
others to reconstruct climate 
from “proxy" indicators. He 
published Climate, History and 
the Modem World in 1982, after 


his retirement, and brought 
out the second edition in 1 995. 

Although be was Director of 
ihe Climatic Research Unit for 
only six years, it was lime 
enough for him to experience 
the satisfaction of convincing 
the remaining doubters of the 
reality of climate variations on 
time-scales of decades and cen- 
turies. He injected so much mo- 
mentum into the unit in those 
first six years that, today, 25 
years after its founding, it has 
a secure world reputation for 
climate research. 

An* irony is that, now the 
world is acutely aware of glob- 
al dimatc change. Lamb had 
maintained a guarded attitude 
to the importance of green- 
house gas warming. Although 
many others have accepted this, 
be felt that there was too much 
reluctance to consider the full 
range of other, natural, causes 
of change. Right to the end of 
his life, he was promoting his 
“different view”. 

His different view of climate 
has left behind a deeper 
understanding of the nature of 
climate change, and of the 


interactions between natural 
systems which contribute to it 
He mapped out the way forward 
for developing a rigorous study 
of what was, at the start of his 
career, the rather imprecise 
preserve of a minority group. His 
contribution has been immense. 
That he did all this, whilst still 
remaining modest, unassum- 
ing. and deeply concerned 
about the lot of his fellows, is 
the measure of the man. 

Just before he died. Lamb 
completed the manuscript of his 
autobiography. Through AS the 
Changing Scenes of Life : a 
meteorologist's tale. 

Ikevor Davies 


Hubert Horace Lamb, climatol- 
ogist: bom Bedford 22 Septem- 
ber 1913; Meteorological 
Research Officer, Irish Meteoro- 
logical Service 1940-44; staff, 
UK Meteorological Office 1945- 
71; Founder and Director, Cli- 
matic Research Unit, University 
of East Anglia 1972-78, Emeri- 
tus Professor 1978-97; married 
Moira Milligan (two daughters, 
one son); died Holt, Norfolk 28 
June 1997. 


J.K. 


The death of J. K. Holt ends 
nearly three-quarters of a cen- 
tury in which two generations of 
the* Holt family had a consid- 
erable impact on cricket in 
Jamaica and the West Indies. . 

U J. K-’s” father, from whom 
be inherited Ids full and short- 
ened names as well as hi* all- . 
round sporting talent, was an 
outstanding batsman in the for- 
mative years of Jamaican crick- 
et He scored consistently in a 
first-class career that spanned 
24 years, and toured England 
with the West Indies’ in 1923, 
first forging a friendship with 
and an admiration tor Learie 

Constantine that gave rise to his 
sun's third Christian name. 

John Kenneth Constantine 
Holt had to overcome not only 
the comparisons that affect so 
many gifted offspring of fa- 
mous parents but the addition- 
al expectations created by the 
legacy of George Headley, cer- 
tainly Jamaica's and arguably 
the west Indies' greatest bats- 
man, the end of whose leg- 
endary days coincided with the 
start of his own and alongside 
whom he first played at the 
Lucas Club with his father. 

As an exciting stroke player 
with an effortless style reflect- 
ing his easy-going manner. Holt 
was especially strangoa the cut 
and pull. He was a lynchpin in 
the Jamaica batting for as long 
as his father bad been and, by 
general consensus, should have 
played more than his 17 Tfcsts, 
in which he scored 1,066 runs 
at an average of 36.75. His 
knowledge and understanding 
manner with the young helped 
him dispel the general West In- 
dian aversion to formal coach- 
ing when he was appointed 
national coach at the end of 
his career in the 1960s and he 
later became a respected se- 
lector for Jamaica and the West 
Indies. 

His potential, both in crick- 
et and in football, a sport at 
which he also represented Ja- 
maica, was evident from his time 
at Kingston College. His first in- 
nings for Jamaica. 94 against 
Trinidad at Sabina Park in June 
1946, was immediate confir- 
mation of his quality and the fol- 
lowing year he accumulated 
the highest of his nine first-class 
hundreds, 172 against British 
Guiana in Georgetown. 

But for a certain selectorial 
logic and the fact that there was 
a trio of batsmen in Barbados 
whose surnames coincident^ all 
began with W, Holt's entry into 
the Test team could not have 
been delayed as long as it was, 
until the home series against 
England in 1954. The high scor- 
ing presence of Frank Worrell 
Everton Weekes and dive Wal- 
cott had rendered the middle 
order a virtual dosed shop but, 
by then. Holt’s batting and all- 
round game had been honed, as 


Holt 


so many West Indians have 
been, by his experience in the 
Lancashire league and on an ex- 
tensive tour of India and Cey- 
lon with a Commonwealth team 
in 1950-51. 

His Tfest debut was unfor- 
gettable in more ways than 
one. Batting at number three, 
he made a dasgr 94 but was ihen 
ruled leg before wicket. U was 
a brave, if foolhardy, decision 
in from of his home crowd at 
Sabina and led to physical at- 
tacks on the family of the pour 
umpire. Perry Burke, a fellow 
Jamaican whose lather hud also 
been a Tfcst umpire. 

In the next res t at Kensing- 
ton Oval, Barbados, Holt fash- 
ioned an innings that still brings 
a sparkle to the eyes of all who 
saw it. Converted for the first 
lime into an opener in a des- 
perate search for a reliable 
partner'for Jeffrey Siolhneyer. 
he took apart a formidable at- 
tack comprising Brian Stiuham, 
Trevor Bailey, Jim Laker and 
Tony Lock, ’.stroking 166. of 
which 112 were gathered in 
boundaries - a six and 16 fours. 
Not surprisingly he never 
touched such dizzy heights 
again and impatient selectors 
were quick to discard him the 
following year after an unsatis- 
factory home series against 
Australia. 

Not only had he to endure 
declining returns but. during the 
fourth Test, the biting and 
ghoulish sense of humour of the 
same Kensington Oval crowd 
that only a year earlier had been 
enraptured by his dazzling dis- 
play against England. After he 
dropped more catches than 
they were prepared to accept, 
spectators turned up with a 
placard reading “Hang Holt, 
Save Hylton”, a Veferemx* to a 
fellow Jamaican and a former 
West Indies last bowler. Leslie 
Hylton, who was executed for 
the murder of his wife at Lhc 
time of the match. 

Holt was not recalled, 
through more strange reason- 
ing. until the tour to India and 
Pakistan in 1958-59. when be 
was 35. When Worrell withdrew 
to concentrate on university 
studies the selectors replaced 
him with Holt, whom they ap- 
pointed vice-captain, and a raw 
young fast bowler by the name 
of Wes Hall. Holt took the 
chance to make up for lost op- 
portunities. averaging 49 in the 
Tests in India, including his 
second 100. 123 at Delhi. Bui 
it was to be his swansong at the 
highest level, although he con- 
tinued to play for Jamaica un- 
til 1962, when he captained 
the team. 

Tony Cozier 

John Kenneth Constantine Holt, 
cricketer r bom Kingston. Ja- 
maica 12 August 1923; died 
Kingston 2 July 1997. 


Mate Bouan, politician, (tied 
Mostar 7 July, aged 57. A sup- 
porter of a separate Croat state 
m Bosma-Heizegpvina, he led 
the Croats in their fight against 
the Muslims, 1993-94. 


William Slater Brown, writer, 
died 22 June, aged 100. Friend 
of e.e. cummings, with whom 
he served during the First 
World War, and the poet Han 
Crane. 


Philip Butler 


Why Philip Butler opted to 
teach French rather than Gas- 
sics is not clear; he was an ex- 
cellent candidate for either. 
Professor of French first at 
the University of Whies, Cardiff, 
from 1966 until 1970, he moved 
subsequently to Wisconsin 
University. Madison. 

His Cardiff connection began 
in 1947. By 1950. in a tenured 
ost, he Had begun to make 
imself a specialist in 17th- 
century French literature. By 
1955 he had completed a doc- 
toral thesis which in modified 
form was published four years 
later as Qassicisme et baroque 
dans I’oemre tie Racine, and 
placed him. one distinguished 
reviewer wrote, “among the 
foremost critics of Racine". 

The book was controversial 
and sometimes hard-hitting in 


its insistence upon the social, 
political and wider cultural 
background to the plays, and 
impressive in its erudition. But- 
ler argued that both “ baroque " 
and "classicisme" were cultur- 
al forms of taste, sensibility 
and thought inseparable from 
certain specific historical soci- 
eties; Racine's tragedies were 
anti- aristocratic, anti-Christian, 
anti-baroque. 

Born in London shortly be- 
fore the Fust World War. Philip 
Butler was taken almost imme- 
diately by his mother to Switzer- 
land, where they settled in the 
ancient city of Lausanne. He 
was to spend virtually the whole 
inter-war period there. His aca- 
demic record was from the start 
outstanding, as he moved bril- 
liantly through Collage Gas- 
sique, Gymnasc Classique and 



Butter: a demanding teacher 


BacealaurSat to the University 
of Lausanne. An exceptional re- 
sult in the licence (French. 
Greek, Latin, Ancient History) 
in 1935 opened the way for him 
to pursue postgraduate studies. 


He chose to specialise in 
Greek, under the direction of 
the great Andrfc Bonnard, and 
spent a year in Paris at the Sor- 
bonne and the Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes before submitting a pre- 
liminary thesis on “Religious Ex- 
perience in the H uuT which 
earned him the title of La ureal 
de rUniversite de Lausanne. 

Butier was still working on his 
main doctoral thesis while sup- 
porting himself with teaching 
jobs when the Second World 
War came. Returning to Britain, 
called up in 1940, posted as an 
NCO to the Intelligence Corps, 
he was caught up in a variety of 
activities which took him to the 
Middle East and eventually, 
during the Italian campaign, saw 
him parachuted behind the 
German lines to work with the 
partisans. 


When the war ended, he had 
a crucial choice to make. He 
opted to stay in Britain rather 
than pursue his career in Lau- 
sanne but, unfamiliar with the 
British education system, with 
a certain diffidence. 

At Cardiff be won great re- 
spect among the students for his 
dedication and scholarship. 
They valued his formal lec- 
tures, but were particularly ap- 
preciative of the fortnightly 
evening seminars which he and 
his wife. Elena, held at their 
home, Philip listening to their 
free-ranging discussion, Elena 
warmly dispensing hospitality. 

When the Chair in French fell 
vacant in 1966, Butler was ob- 
viously a strong candidate for 
the post. He also had the sup- 
port of Eug&ne Vinaver. the em- 
inent figure in French studies 


who had given his thesis and 
the resulting book enthusiastic 
approvaL 

Butler took the post, but not 
as an Innovator; he sought 
rather to defend and develop 
the traditional honours degree, 
to produce specialists thor- 
oughly versed in French culture 
from its beginnings. British stu- 
dents he considered lacking in 
commitment. Deeding to be 
urged on to greater effort. He 
was a demanding teacher but 
never discourteous or lacking in 
compassion. 

In those days “the Chair” 
meant Headship of the depart- 
ment, membership of Senate 
and possible involvement in a 
host of other committees. But- 
ler found many aspects of the 
job irksome, and did his best to 
avoid them as unhelpful to 


scholarship. It may well be that 
the frustration thus engendered 
weighed heavily in his decision 
after only four years in post to 
accept the chance to succeed 
Vinaver as Visiting Professor at 
Wisconsin University and then 
to accept a permanent ap- 
pointment there, from which he 
retired in 1981. 

The Madison campus with its 
40,000 students had a friendly 
atmosphere, where he and his 
wife were made welcome and 
for the first few years at (east 
Butler’s work was almost ex- 
clusively with postgraduate 
students, whose energy and en- 
thusiasm he found stimulating. 
Later, when the US economy 
dipped a little, be was unpleas- 
antly surprised to have to teach 
some beginners' classes. 

When Philip Butter retired. 


he and Elena moved to Siena 
and when she died in 19S4 he 
returned to London, lo live 
within the proverbial stone's 
throw from the place of his 
birth. Significantly, during this 
last part of his life his thoughts 
turned again to Greek and he 
took up and revised the 1937 
thesis on the Iliad which was 
finely published in a limited edi- 
tion by the Hillside Press in 
1987. 

Richard Spencer 

Philip Hank Butler; French schol- 
ar. bom London 1 May 1913: 
Professor of French, University of 
Wales . Cardiff 1966-73; Profes- 
sor of French. Wisconsin uni- 
versity, Madison 1972-81 ; 
married Elena D'Ancona (died 
1984); died London 20 June 
1997 




Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

«. 

DEATHS 

COLTAHm Dr Nina. Laic of Hamp- 
stead. Died on Tuesday 24 June, 
aged years, suddenly and peace- 
fully. at Home. Cremation has taken 
place. A memorial gathering in Lon- 
don is planned for Dtc Autumn. Darn 
and venue to he announced. 

Announcements for Gazette DI RTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent i a wiring id the Can tie Editor, 
The bxfcpendMt, 1 Canada Square- Ca- 
nary Wharf, Loudon EM SDL, tele- 
phoned to 0271-29A 2012 or fend to 
0171-293 2010. and arc cha rged at E&SO 
a line (VaT extra). OTHERC«lU*m^af^■ 

iue (or toed) and «u* charged at 
a line, VAT extra. They should be 

accompanied by n telephone number. 


Birthdays 

King Hassan IT of Morocco. 6S; Mr 
Peter Balfour, former chairman. 
Charterhouse pic, 76: Sir Phillip 
Bridges, former Chief Justice af the 
Gambia. 75; Dame Barbara Cartland, 
romantic novelist, 96: Mr David 
Ou'dgey MR 55; Mr Richard De- 
marco. artisu 67: Mr Eric Halladay, 
former Principal. St Chad's College, 
Durham University. 67; Sir Edward 
Heath MP. former prime minister, 81: 
Mr John Heaih-Stubbs. poet, 79; Mr 
David Hockney, painter, 60; Dame 
Jill Knight, former MP, 70; Mr 
Richard Ncilson, former High Com- 
missioner to Trinidad and Ibbago, 60: 
Lord Osborne, a Senator of the 
College Of Justice in Scotland, 60, Air 
Marshal Sir John Sutton, 65; Sir 
Richard Tbckcr. High Court judge. 
67; Mr Derek TWigg MP. 38; Gener- 
al Jarl Wfahlstrom. former interna- 
tional leader. Salvation Army, 79; Mr 

Michael Williams, actor. '62; Mr 
Richard Wilson, actor and director. 
61 ; Dr Stephen Witikley. Headmas- 
ter. Uppingham School 53. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Simon Maries, first Baron 
Marks of Broughton, a founder of 
Marks and Spencer, 1883. Deaths: 
Stephen Langton, Archbishop of 
C&nterbuiy, 1228: King Camp 
Gillette, safety- raroT inventor and 
manufacturer, 2932. On this day: 
Henry VIII divorced Anne of Qeves, 
1540:' the Bahamas became inde- 
pendent, 1973. Today b the Feast Day 
of St Everild. Si Nicholas Pieck and 
his Companions. The Martyrs of Gor- 
cum (Holland) and St Veronica de 
Julianis. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Stella Gambling, 
“In the Family (.n): Bellini and Man* 
regna. The Agony in the Garden", 1pm. 
Victoria and Albert Mbscoqu Car- 
oline Rime 11 . “Blue and While 
Ceramics (i)". 2J0pm. 

Tfcie Gallery: Jason Rosenfeld, “Vi- 
sual and Narrative Complexity in 
Viaorian Painting". 1pm. 
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Butterfly knife made for causing injury to the person 


Director of Public Prosecutions v 
Hynde; Quern’s Bench Divisional 
Court (Lord Justice Henry and 
Mr Justice Gage) 3 July 1997 

A butterfly knife was a dan- 
gerous weapon per se. being 
made for the purpose of 
causing injury to the person. 

The Divisional Court al- 
lowed the Director of Public 
Prosecution's appeal byway of 
case stated against the derision 
of the Stipendiary Magistrate 
at Uxbridge Magistrates' 
Court, dismissing a charge that 
the respondent, without lawful 
authority or reasonable ex- 
cuse. had with her in an aero- 
drome in the United Kingdom 
(Heathrow) an article, name- 
ly a butterfly knife, made or 
adapted for causing injury 
contrary to section 4(4) of the 
Aviation Security Act 1982. 
Nicholas Coleman (CPSi for the Di- 
rector of PuNic Prosecutions ; the re- 
spandent did not appearand mm not 
represented. 


Lord Justice Henry said that 
knife in the present case fitted 
the description in the Schedule 
to the Criminal Justice Act 
198S (Offensive Weapons) Or- 
der 1988 (SI 1988/2019), to 
which section 141 of the Act ap- 
plied. Section 141 provided 
that any person who manufac- 
tured, sold, hired, lent or im- 
ported such a weapon was 
guilty of an offence. It did not, 
however, cover the offence 
with which the respondent had 
been charged, simple posses- 
sion of “certain dangerous 
articles" under section 4 of 
the Aviation Security Act 1982. 
The articles to which that sec- 
tion applied included those 
“made or adapted for use 
For causing injury to or 
incapacitating a person ... or 
intended ... for such use". 

The issue was whether the 


LAW REPORT 

* 

9 July 1997 

knife was made for causing 
injury to the person. 

The Crown had sought to 
prove that simply by producing 
the knife and referring the 
magistrate to section 141 of the 
1988 Act and the statutory in- 
strument made thereunder. 
They had submitted that as sec- 
tion 142 forbade, inter alia, 
the selling or hiring or lending 
of butterfly knives, it was 
appropriate to infer that a 
butterfly knife was a dangerous 
article as defined in section 4 
of the Aviation Security Act 
1981 

The magistrate was not per- 
suaded, and had posed the fal- 
lowing question for the court: 

Whether, on the facts found, I was 
correct in bolding, as a point of law, 
that evidence or further evidence was 
required to establish that a butter- 
fly knife was an article made or 


adapted for use for causing injury to 
or incapacitating a person? 

The starting point for the le- 
gal analysis was Rv Williamson 
(1978) 67 Cr App R 35, in 
which Lord Lane CJ had em- 
phasised the three categories of 
dangerous or offensive weapons 
wrapped up in the statutory lan- 
guage, and that it was a matter 
of fed for the juty whether the 
weapon fell into any and if so 
which of those categories. 

The similarity between a 
flick knife and a butterfly knife 
was dear from Gibson i* Wales 
(1983) 76 Cr App R 60. The 
conclusion in that case, which 
mutatis mutandis could be ex- 
tended to butterfly knives, 
was that a flick knife was a 
dangerous weapon perse. 

That case was considered in 
R v Simpson (1983) 78 Cr App 
R 114, in which the Court of 


weapons were 
plainly designed . . . w be conceal 
conveniently in the band or in ! 
pocket and there concealed to 
oroughc into use with (he minimi 
delay to the assailant and the m 
imum of warning to the victim . 
By their very design in this way if 
betray the purpose for which ti 
were made 


and that (he conclusion that a 
Aide knife was necessarily made 
for use for causing injury to the 
person was matter of which 
judicial notice could he taken. 

Just as the courts had taken 
judicial notice of the fad that 
flick knives were offensive 
weapons, butterfly knives 
should also be so treated, be- 
cause it was dear that they were 
essentially the same weapon in- 
volving the same features of 
concealment, speed and sur- 
prise. The magistrate could - 
and should have taken judicial 
notice of that fact. 


Rate O^Hanlou, Barrister 
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End of Zantac era is a bitter pill for Glaxo 


F or Glaxo Wellcome, today 

marks the end ofan era. This i 

the day that Zantac, the ulcer 
drug that tumed the company from an 
also-ran into a pharmaceutical colos- 
sus, finally loses its protection againsr 
genenc competition in the US. the 
world's biggest healthcare market 
: Novopharm. the Canadian group, 
has fought a six-year legal battle for 
menght to sell its version of the drug, 
and will this morning begin selling its 
teblets forat least 30 per cent less San 
Zantat Through a deal struck in 
April. Novopharm has a lfrday win- 
dow before the expiry of Glaxo's 
paienr allows other generic rivals into 
toe market While Novopharm hopes 
this slim advantage will let it to seize a 
45 per cent market share. Glaxo is 
already resigned to the loss of 80 - 90 ' 
per cenr of Zantac's sales, which were 
$1.6 billion (£075 million) in the US 
last year. 

It is hard to overstate Zantac's 
importance to Glaxo Wellcome. Pre- 
Zantac, Glaxo did not have a US 
business. Since the drug's UK launch 
in 1981, it has run up total sales of 
almost E19 billion. It was toe world’s 
biggest-selling pharmaceutical far a 
decade, only recently being over- 
hauled by Astra's Losec, another ulcer 
drug. This enormous success allowed 
Glaxo Wellcome to plough huge sums 
bade into research and development, 
producing the pipeline of new prod- 
ucts which fed the recent sharp rise in 
the share price. 

Remarkably, Zantac was essentially 
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a “me too" product — it uses the same 
biological mechanism that is behind 
Tagamet, an earlier drug based on the 
work of Sir James Blade at SmithKline 
& French in the 1970s. Sir David Jack, 
Glaxo's farmer head of research, has 
readily admitted: “All the original 
thinking had been done by Jim Black." 

Matthew Lynn, in his book The Bil- 
lion Dollar Battle . argues that Zan- 
tac'S greater financial success can be 
attributed to three bold decisions 
taken by Sir Paul GirolamL then 
Glaxo's chairman, who retired in 
1994. The first was to back Sir David 
in the costly parallel development of 
Zantac, short-circuiting the tortuous 


development process by carrying out 
several stages at the same time. The 
second was to launch toe drug in every ' 
main market more or less simulta- 
neously. Glaxo was able to establish 
itself in the. US thanks to a co- 
marketing deal unto Roche, which had 
capacity to spare after the collapse of 
Valium sales. 

But the riskiest move — which Lynn 
says Sir Paul forced through in the 
face of significant internal opposition 
— was to make Zantac more expensive 
than Tagamet The premium price 
helped to give doctors the impression 
that Zantac was the better drug. 
Tagamet's earlier launch also helped. 


since its side effect profile was much 
better known. Zantac captured a 12 
per cent share of the US anti-ulcer 
market within a month of its launch. 
Total sales climbed above E500 million 
in 1986. passed through a El billion in 
1989 and through E2 billion in 1993. 

Sir Paul's ambition was to overtake 
Merck of the US to become the world's 
biggest drug company. This goal was 
finally achieved oily months after he 
stepped down from the board, when 
Glaxo made its £9 billion takeover of 
Wellcome. The deal was also needed to 
allay investor concerns that Glaxo had 
become overly dependent on its star 
product. Glaxo Wellcome is extremely 


cagey about its plans to cope with 
Zantac’s unbonded rivals. The deal 
with Novopharm may help, by limit- 
ing the number of competitors, and 
hence restricting the damage caused 
by price discounting- 

Besides Novopharm, four other 
generic drug maters have made plans 
to sell ranitidine hydrochloride, as 
Zantac is chemically known. But 
Leslie Dan, Novopharm ”s chairman 
and chief executive, doubts whether all 
four will get their drug to market. 

Glaxo Wellcome may also ny to 
claim that the "form 2" ranitidine that 
it sells as Zantac is superior to the 
“form 1" available from the generics. 
The parents over “farm 2" do not 
expire unto 2001 — the nub of the legal 
battle with Novopharm. 

Dick Findlay, pharmaceutical 

consultant with AT Kearney, said 
the real interest for die drugs 
industry wQl be to see whether the 
ranitidine generics eat into the sales 
of Tagamet and its generics. Drugs 
with $21 billion of annual sales lose 
patents in the next few year and 
such cannibalisatian could cause 
the industry huge problems. 

Bolstered by Glaxo Welkome’s re- 
cent briefing on its new product 
pipeline, toe City is ignoring such 
worries. Despite toe impending loss of 
Zantac sales, the company has been 
one of the market's best performers 
this year, and is now valued at £47 
billion. That's a lot of tablets. 

Paul Dltrman 


Pigtown provides salutary lesson 
for Brown’s Welfare to Work 


I n Pigtown, one of Balti- 
more's decaying neigh- 
borhoods, they haven! 
heard of Gordon Brown: 
Bur they know what they think 
of welfare to work schemes of 
the kind celebrated in last 
week's Budget: more trouble 
than they're worth. 

Nominated as a government 
"empowerment" zone. Pigtown 
offered PIP. a manufacturer of 
plastic packaging, tax credits to 
take on workers for assembly 
line jobs. Braced for higher 
turnover than usual, -FTP was 
still unprepared for toe deluge 
of absenteeism and drug and 
alcohol problems. Within three 
months, more than- half of toe 
new staff had left or been sack- 
ed: a year late#, less than- a 
quarter remaine d; tw o custom- 
ers had also left FTP has since 
filled vacancies with Vietnam- 
ese workers, even though it gas 
no subsidy for them. 

Despite such tales from the 
New World, and there are 
many. Mr Brown's plans to 
spend £3.9 billion over five 
years on getting the unem- 
ployed bad: to work are in- 
spired largely by the revolution . 
in the United States welfare 
system. He is right that the 
dramatic fall in the US welfare 
rolls does offer grounds for 
believing that welfare to work 
schemes work. But toe US 
experience — and the chroni- 
cles of places like Pigtown — 
also suggest that Mr Brown's 
schemes may not do more than 
scratch toe surface. 

The 62-year 'old US welfare 
system formally died on July 1. 
one day before Mr Brown'S 
Budget, when controversial , 
new laws gave states toe right' - 
to design their own plans to get 
toe unemployed back to work. 
Most, in fact, had jumped the 
gun under special waivers; the 
earliest schemes began a de- 
cade ago. 

Tlie most important lesson 
from the US experiment — and 
the most often missed — is that 
welfare to work schemes soak 
un a great deal of money over a 
long period before they begin to 
yield savings. Congressional 
rhetoric is utterly deceptive on 
this point; both Democratic 
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critics and Republican support- 
ers tend to focus on the aits in 
spending, and the harshness of 
the “guillotine" that will even- 
tually art off benefits entirely 
from people who do not work, a 
measure so far considered po- 
litically unacceptable in' the 
United Kingdom. 

Jn fact, ttie hidden truth of 
the US welfare to work experi- 
ment is that it is costing a 
fortune in childcare, training 
and other subsidies: between 
$7 billion (£43 billion) and $9 
billion a year in federal govern- 
ment and state money for at 
least the next five or six years. 

The largest injection has 
eome from a quirktrf the new 
legislation which has given 
state governments a windfall 
erf federal money. Federal 
■ grants to the states for the 
next five years were set on 
the basis on toe numbers of 
people receiving welfare in 
the past; although those 
numbers have now fallen, in 
some states by 40 per cent, 
the payment remains un- 
changed. • 

Robert Lerman, of the 
Urban Institute estimates 
that this year toe windfall is 
worth about $23 billion to $3 
bilb'on. He believes that it is 
dear that most of the added 
money is going into welfare 
to work and schemes to help 
immigrants hit by the new 
legislation. In addition, he 
reckons, state governments 
are spending between $500 
million and $] billion of their 
own money on the schemes. 

Contrary to toe hardline 



The New Deal and welfare took millions off the scrapheap after the Depression 


rhetoric of its leaders. Congress 
has also committed $20 billion 
over six years for childcare. The 
final versions of the 1998 bud- 
get being thrashed out in 
Congress this week, add about 
another $1 billion in tax credits 
and maintain about $1 billion 
for training in basic skills. 

In comparison with that 
spending, Mr Brown's plans 
seem Eke small beer. True, he 
wants much of the spending 
targeted at just 200,000 of the 
young unemployed. In con- 
trast toe US programmes 
are directed, in theory, at all 
of the 3.7 million households 
receiving benefits, although 


in practice a minority attracts 
most of the effort But unlike 
Mr Brown'S injection of funds, 
financed by a one-off tax cm 
privatised utilities, the US 
efforts, which have buOt up. 
over years, wQl continue at this 
level for the best part of the oral 
decade. 

The second factor that might 
give Mr Brown pause for 
thought is that the US has 
largely turned its back on using 
training and education to ad- 
dress unemployment. In sharp 
contrast to programmes a de- 
cade ago, state governments 
now believe that those who take 
even a low-paying, dead-end 


job are more likely to establish 
themselves in the workforce 
than those given months of 
training. 

They therefore prefer Co pour 
the money once earmarked for 
skills courses into childcare 
and anything else that makes it 
easier to get someone out of bed 
and at the employer's door by 
9am. New Jersey has created a 
$3.7 million transport fund to 
get new employees to jobs. 
Many cities have started 
dothes collection schemes to 
give prospective interviewees 
smart dothes, although with 
mixed success; women donat- 
ing the clothes tend to be size 10 


or 12. whereas those needing 
them are often sizes larger. 

Despite such occasional mis-, 
judgments, the mesptge is 
dear, investment in the 
practicalities of getting people 
to work does pay off — and the 
schemes can years before they 
run smoothly. There is nothing 
approaching the intricacy or 
scope of these plans in Mr 
Brown’s Budget 
The third lesson from the US 
is that the state of the economy 
matters more to an any other 
factor. President Clinton’s own 
advisers give the welfare to 
work programmes credit for 
only a third of the fall in 
welfare rolls; the strength of the 
economy, they reckon, has 
accounted for 40 per cent Even 
state governors most passion- 
ately committed to toe reforms 
pause when asked whether a 
recession would return all 
those squeezed into jobs in fast- 
food restaurants to toe welfare 
rolls. It must be a concern that 
Mr Brown is embarking on his 
experimen t much later in the 
economic cycle. 

E very critic of the US 
reforms points out 
that they are harsher 
than would be toler- 
ated in many other countries. 
If the guillotine on benefits is 
widely enforced, it wfl] cause 
real hardship to many people, 
although the ability of welfare 
redpients to move across state 
borders in search of a more 
lenient regime provides a thin 
cushion which is often forgot- 
ten. 

But those draconian mea- 
sures, for the most port, have 
not yet taken effect The real 
lesson from the US is not that 
welfare to work works only 
with severe incentives, but that 
It takes far more money and 
time than reformers’ rhetoric 
would have you believe. Even 
then, as Pigtown shows, it 
does not make Abraham Lin- 
colns out of drug addicts. It is 
not that Mr Brown's vision 
has no foundation. But if it 
fails, it is less likely to be for its 
lack of American harshness as 
for lack of money, time and 
ambition. 


Motor head 


ROB GOLDING, the higlily rated 
motors analyst who opted SBC . 
Warburg at the end of last year in a 
Maze of anonymity, has lined up his 
first job. He becomes non-executive ■ 
director of the Car Group, toe go- 
•ihisid used car supermarket busi 
■‘ss. Golding had wanted to tote a 
\ car's sabbatical, something War 
used to have no problem with 

blit which cwsmg mjj 
trisvle with new owners SBC. So he 
I;;-. an yway. “1 was fairly confident 
dial if I wanted to go back totoeCity, 
h !re would be an opening." he 
££-| am pretty derided not to do 


anything Jby way of fall-time work 
before the efid of this year. 1 " And then 
a return to toe City? “I don't want to 
think about it— I would prefer to see 
what happens.” His hiring, on the 
normal non-executive salary of 
£20,000. is a coup for the Car Group, 
but a logical one. Golding has always 
been highly critical of the daft and 
outdated franchise system that still _ 
governs toe purchase of cars. 



• VOLVO is to take over the 
Whitbread Round the World yacht 
race, sponsored by the brewer since 
its launch 25 years ago. Thanks to 
the genius of the marketing boys, the 
race in September has a snappy new 
name:. the Whitbread Round the 
World Race for the Volvo Trophy. I 
understand that in future the boats 
mil be very slow, but vent, very safe. 
And the captains will all be required 
to wear felt trilbies. 



ee of that name of shares in Anglia 
TV ahead of a takeover bid. 


Early break 

MARTIN LATHfAM. head of compli- 
ance at’James Cape! and more latter- 
1J at HSBC's various offshoots, is 
taking early retirement at toe aid of 
toe month; days after his 55th birth- 
day, “I've been at James Capel for 24 


_s, nearly. I've done five years as 
d of compliance. It’s been chal- 
lenging. it's been enjoyable — and it’s 
worn me out.” He has, wisely, 

brought his successor in first, Cather- 
ine Farquharson, a former compli- 
ance director at Warburg. 

“Is 55 earlyF* he muses. “If s a pret- 
ty high stress job being head of com- 
pliance for a large organisation.” The 
future promises a bit of consultancy 
work for HSBC. Latham enjoyed, if 
that is the word for anyone in the sen- 
sitive world of compliance, a brief 
moment of fame in Kfarany 1995, 
during the Karen Morgan Thomas 
affair. This never satisfactorily ex- 
plained business had to do with some 
purchases by a former Capel employ- 


Hardest cut 

TODAY sees the end of an anxious 
wait for Peter Phillips, founder of ac-. 
countants Buchler Phillips, to see if 
he will receive the entire £1.1 million 
he billed for his work liquidating the 
estate of Robert MaxwelL Phillips 
was attacked by toe House of Com- 
mons Sodal Security Select Commit- 
tee for charging this for work that 
realised only £12 million. Today the 
High Court will rule on the matter. 
Given his firm’s reputation for high 
charges — just ask Millwall fans — 
there will be few tears shed if the 
court insists on a heavy discount 


and creating up to (I always like that 
“up to”; mathematicians will tell you 
it indudes the' number zero) 4,000 
new jobs. Much frenzied babbling 
about “the massive impact the invest- 
ment will have on job creation”. 

Is this in some way related to the 
£150 million investment Allied an- 
nounced in March 1996, with was to 
create 7,500 jobs? Is it in anyway re- 
lated to the normal process of invest- 
ment which goes on of necessity at 
any business? These extravagant 
philanthropical claims from publi- 
cans and supermarkets are becoming 
tiresome. Desist 

Martin Waller 


• PENSIONS firms beaten over the 
hood by Treasury Minister Helen 
Liddell have acquired a nickname. 
In contrast to all those building soci- 
ety carpetbaggers, they are now 
known as the handbaggers. 


Job lot 

TONY Hales at Allied Domecq 
probably needs all the help he can get 
after the rough ride toe group 1 las 
had over the past five years, but yes- 
terday's publicity stunt smacks of 
desperation- Cue huge fanfare: Allied 
is spending £150 million on its pubs. 



Betrayed by 
Anglo-Saxon 
attitudes 


J ohn Prescott would love 
to take a positive lead 
on traffic in towns. In- 
stead of baiting motorists to 
fade effect, how much better 
to launch a partnership be- 
tween government and busi- 
ness to develop affordable 
electric/ petrol cars that emit 
no fumes in cities. Sadly, he 
cannot do this. 

There is a thriving motor 
industry in Britain, but no 
British motor industry to 
speak of for Mr Prescott to 
do an authoratitive deal 
with. His opposite numbers 
in America, Japan, Germ- 
any. France and Italy can. 
and in some cases are taking 
initiatives, though Euro- 
pean would ultimately need 
Union support Mr Prescott 
must hope Britain will bene- 
fit from their efforts. 

Much is rightly made of 
losing sovereignty to Euro- 
pean institutions. Losing do- 
mestically controlled indus- 
tries saps ministers’ powers 
in no less vital ways. Per- 
haps Britain deserved to 

lose its its 

motor in- 
dustry. 

Lord 
Young's 
“every- 
thing must 
go” sale of 
Rover to 
British 
Aerospace 
mid its re- 
sale to 
BMW, 
when BAe 
was short 

of cash that year, wrote the 
coda for a long dirge. 

This week. GECs new 
managing director revealed 
that he found the joint 
venture culture latterly built 
by Lord Weinstock unconge- 
nial. A few deals on. George 
Simpson’s distale will surely 
lose Britain several other 
key industries power plant, 
public transport equipment 
and, like as not. telecom 
manufacturing. 

Control will hand the 
future of lean-bum genera- 
tion. railways and much else 
to otiiers: mainly French 
and German. That may not 
be tike way GEC sees it, but 
bow it is likely to end up. 

Managerial whim chimes 
with a City obsession for 
casb-in-hand that wfl] in- 
tensify after the Budget divi- 
dend grab. Analysts quickly 
rrimaged Mr Simpson’s 
dull ideas into the asset- 
stripping exercise they pe- 
rennially favour, in the 
guise of “improving share- 
holder value”. 

Mr Simpson says GEC 
should get doser to its 
customers. If be wants to 
stay in defence electronics, 
toe top customer is the 
public, represented by min- 
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isters. Customers need have 
no qualms about using buy- 
ing power to to back views 
about GEC plans. 

The securities business 
loo is rapidly passing out of 
British hands. The Bank of 
England and the City estab- 
lishment cany the blame for 
being too myopically craven 
to see toe consequences of 
allowing Barings to fail. 
City bigwigs now daim it 
does not matter who owns 
global investment banks 
and traders so long as they 
operate in London. Others 
clearly take a different view. 

In France, stateowned 
Credit Lyonnais expanded 
so recklessly that losses may 
cost French taxpayers £15 
billion. For this, they own a 
bank worth about £2~5 bil- 
lion. To the fury of rivals, 
however, successive final 
subsidy packages leave 
largely intact the group's 
expensively acquired inter- 
national network of subsid- 
iaries, induded a respected 
London securities firm. If 
Credit Ly- 
onnais 
represents 
French 
statism at 
its worst. 
Anglo- 
Saxon atti- 
tudes are 
as bad. 
National 
Westmin- 
ster made 
£5.4 bil- 
lion profit 
over the 
past four years and its 
shares beat the index, aver- 
age but it was running out of 
steam when its accident- 
prone investment bank suf- 
fered a £77 million Wow. The 
City concluded that Natwest 
is not viable as an indepen- 
dent concern. Natwest Mar- 
kets. which made £200 
milli on last year, has to go. 

Any safe of NWM is likely 
to be to overseas, unless it 
were bought by Bardays’s 
BZW, which would become 
the only top UK investment 
bank. That may happen. But 
voices are already urging 
Barclays to dismember itself. 
UK investment banking may 
well go the way of motors. 

Meanwhile Mr Simpson, 
along with the board of 
Guinness and others, have 
signalled to the rest of the 
world that British groups 
cannot be trusted in long- 
term joint ventures, for in- 
stance in defence. Sooner or 
later, the Brits will see their 
share as a non-core interest 
to be cashed. Mind you, as 
Guinness’s partner Bernard 
Arnault knows, that mates 
the British a good partner if 
your ultimate aim is to take 
control of another of their 
sensitive industries. 


Hales: song and dance over 
£150 million investment 
» 
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Energy in 
Taiwan 
venture 

The Energy Group is 
putting nearly £100 mil- 
lion into the development 
of a coal-fired power sta- 
tion in Taiwan. 

The company, which is 
soon to be bought by 
Pacifieorp. the US group, 
pending Department of 
Trade and Industry ap- 
proval, is taking a 30 per 
cent stake in a joint ven- 
ture wj«h Full Power and 
the China Development 
Corporation. The Energy 
Group will have full oper- 
ational and maintenance 

responsibility. 

The full cost of develop- 
ing the power station is 
expected to be £330 mil- 
lion. It is scheduled to be 
commissioned in 2001. 

RPC rises 

RPC. the packaging com- 
pany. reported a pretax 
profit increase from ES.b 
million to £105 million in 
the year to March 31. 
Earnings per share went 
from I0.2p to U5p. The 
dividend was raised from 
3.Sp to 4.2p and the final 
dividend of Z5p, up 0-Zp. 
will be paid on August 14. 
The company gave warn- 
ing that it experts costs of 
at least £300.000 next year 
hecause of environmental 
legislation. These could 
continue at similar levels 
until 2001. 

Approval 

The Building Societies 
Commission yesterday for- 
mally gave the go-ahead 
for the 'takeover of Bristol 
& West Building Society 
by Bank nf Ireland. The 
£600 million deal will ben- 
efit more than one million 
Bristol & West members, 
who will receive windfalls 
of either cash or preference 
shares. 

Farepakjump 

Farepak, the mail order 
and network marketing 
distributor, raised pre-tax 
profits 13 per cent to ES.9 
million. Earnings rose it.! 
per cent to 25.1bp and the 
total dividend is 9.9p after 
a final 7.l5p (655p). 

Deal agreed 

United Drug, the Irish 
pharmaceutical company, 
has reached agreement to 
acquire Dublin Drug, a 
smaller competitor, sub- 
ject to regulatory approval. 



Ian. Fox. finance director, David Kendall, chairman, and Nick Brayshaw. chief executive of Wagon Industrial, yesterday sold their retail 
division for £33 million. Pre-tax profits dropped by 24 per cent to an expected £20.2 million and the total dividend fells to 12p from 19-k p. 

London exchanges discount 
Continent’s threat to City 


By Oliver August 
and Adam Jones 

THE London stock and fu- 
tures exchanges yesterday de- 
nied that new co-operation 
agreements between bourses 
an the Continent are a threat 
to the City's dominant position 
in Europe. 

The stock exchanges in 
Frankfurt and Paris will trade 
from a single screen from the 
middle of 'next year and fu- 
tures exchanges in the two 


cities will create a new Euro- 
pean share index by the end of 
this year, which may be called 
the Eurax. 

Gavin Casey, chief executive 
of the London Stock Ex- 
change, said: “They have 
talked about cooperation be- 
fore. but quite often co-opera- 
tion doesn’t work. While there 
is always some kind of threat. 
London remains the equity 
centre of Europe." 

Daniel Hodson. the Liffe 
chief executive, agreed with 


Mr Casey that the growing 
consolidation of European 
markets and rhe introduction 
of a single European currency 
would not damage Britain 
even if it stayed out of EMU. 

He said: "Whenever the 
l European] exchanges at- 
tempted an attack an us. they 
have failed. We are very 
powerful competition to any 
Continental alliance." 

Mr Hodsnn pledged that 
Liffe will retain its traditional 
dealing pit for the foreseeable 


future, responding to specula- 
tion that electronic trading 
would gradually take over. 
Frankfurt trades electronically 
and Paris is said to planning 
conversion to electronic 
trading. 

The Liffe commitment 
comes as pan of a five-year 
strategy, announced yester- 
day. which will see £100 
million, invested in upgrading 
dealing systems. Line cur- 
rently uses screen-based trad- 
ing for Japanese bonds and 


Cammell Laird price set at £21 .2m 


By Oliver August 


CAMMELL LAIRD, the ship- 
yard engineers, will be 
capitalised at £21.2 million 
when its 7.5 million shares are 
floated on the Stock Exchange 
at 100p on Monday, according 
to the prospectus. 

The £4 million raised will be 
used to increase investment at 
its dockyards at Birkenhead in 
the North West Six directors 
will share £3 million. 

Cammell Laird said the list- 


ing would “raise the profile of 
the group, enhance its reput- 
ation both with its customers, 
suppliers and in the communi- 
ties it operates and incentivise 
management and employees 
by giving them the opportuni- 
ty to participate in the owner- 
ship of the company". 

The company said pre-tax 
profits had grown to £2 mil- 
lion (£700,000) in the year to 
April 30. The flotation price 


values the company at 12.1 
times last year's earnings. 

John Stafford, the chief exec- 
utive, owns 38 per cent of the 
shares, valued at £8 million. . 
He said: “The group has' 
already had a very strong start* 
to theyear, having won its first 
military contract from the 
Ministry Df Defence." 

The group, which expects 
dealing in the shares to begin 
on July 14, highlighted the 


restoration of two dry docks 
that are expected to signifi- 
cantly to boost profit growth 
when they come on stream 
later in the year. 

Cammell also said it has 
gained 3%pnversion contract 
from' Falcon Drilling Com- 
pany Inc in ' Houston, an 
operator of oil exploration and 
extraction vessels. Cammell 
said the contract was one of 
the largest it has undertaken. 


general out-of-hours deals 
only. 

Mr Hodson said that open 
outcry provided greater li- 
quidity and a wider range of 
dealing options, as well as 
being easier to regulate. 

All easting technology will 
be upgraded by the exchange 
and a new-generation elec- 
tronic trading platform will be 
developed to handle after- 
hours trading in financial 
furores contracts within the 
next two years. 

Jorg Franke, a board mem- 
ber of the Frankfurt futures ex- 
changes, was in London yes- 
terday to “find some new 
business" According to Herr 
Franke, Frankfurt's electronic 
trading system is much cheap- 
er for participants than Lon- 
don's open outcry system. He 
said: "The London markets 
are bit like tennis at Wimble- 
don. It is the most respected 
venue in the world, but the 
English can never win." 

Jean-Francois Theobald, 
president of the Ms bourse, 
said: “We are London’S friend- 
ly competitors, like we are in 
rugby. A more unified market 
will mean that we will get 
more business." 
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Outsourcing 

boom leads 
to rights mess 

European employment j jnvjgugL 
hp rlarified. says Martin Waller, 


Y ou work, in the infor- 
mation Jcchnology 
department of a large 
merchant bank. You are 
highly motivated, well paid 
and in demand for plenty of 
other jobs. But this is the 
nervous Nineties and no one 
is ssfe. 

You learn that the bank 
plans to outsource your de- 
partment EDS. IBM or any 
number of other computer 
services providers will be 
asked if they want to run fee 
department. It is not just 
about saving money", the 
bank wants to stick to what 
it does best. Catering, clean- 
ing and plenty of other non- 
banking work has already 
been put out to lender. 

The European Commis- 
sion's Acquired Rights Di- 
rective (ARD) ensures that 
you and your colleagues 
cannot simply be sacked. It 
requires that when a busi- 
ness is transferred to 
another employer, the origi- 
nal employees' rights are 
protected. 

The directive has been 
developed and interpreted to 
the extent that there are now 
two huge areas of uncertain- 
ty that must be cleared up. 
One is how much of the 
business has to be trans- 
ferred for employees* rights 
to be protected. 

Today the Court of Appeal 
in London has the opportu- 
nity to rule on the other. 
Unfortunately, the indica- 
tions are that the British 
courts will simply flip the 
matter bade to the European 
Court in Strasbourg for a 
ruling. This could take 
years. More importantly, it 
could eventually require a 
political decision rather 
than a legal one. 

The case of Wilson v St 
Helens achieved brief feme 
at the Court of Appeal in 
May because counsel for St 
Helens Borough Council in 
Lancashire was Chsrie 
Booth and it was her first 
brief after the election. A 
young offenders' unit was 
transferred from the county' 
council to the borough. The 
teachers would have been 


made redundant. l«it they 

wore offavl 

lower wages ft dh St t icicns, 
They accepted and contin- 
ued to work on less advanta- 
geous terms. Idler they 
brought a iw wafer the 
Wage* Act for the arrears of 
pav thev would have earned 
in iheir prev iou.s jobs. 

The local authority 
claimed the decision to uurk 
with the new employer 
amounted to an acceptance 
of the new terms, and under 
common law that would 
have been (hut. However, 
various tribunals derided 
the European law took pre- 
cedence. and the matter 
reached the Court of Appeal. 

Outsourcing is big busi- 
ness. But must important fur 
any business invited to bill » 
the certain knowledge of 
future costs so these can be 
built into any business plan. 

Rorv Graham is a partner 
at Bird & Bird, (lie law firm 
that specialises in negotiat- 
ing outsourcing deals. 
“Wlutt people want when 
they are doing an outsourc- 
ing’ is certainty." he says, 
-nicy want to know that 
there's no lingering liability 
remaining with them." 

T he ARD has tarn en- 
shrined in UK law as 
the Transfer «f Under- 
takings (Protection of Em- 
ployment} Regulations 1‘WJ. 
or Til PL. As the St Helens 
case currently stands, it is 
impossible for anyone pro- 
viding outsourcing to take on 
employees from the previous 
employer un different terms 
with any certainty that those 
terms will stand in the future 
Employers can mu offer 
cash inducements for em- 
ployees to change terms and 
conditions, have these accept- 
ed and then pay them. It is 
still open to tin.* employee to 
sue for compensation. As the 
Wilson judgment stands, it 
may be hard for the supplier 
of the service to put forward a 
proper tender. This disad- 
vantages both sides. What 
employers nrov need is guid- 
ance un how the directive 
might he expected to operate. 
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Honours for a top career 


Ed Smith explains what is required 
to keep attracting the best graduates 


A s die next wave of 
university students 
await their exam results 
this month, it is worth taking 
stock uf how new graduates 
view the accountancy profes- 
sion as a career option. 

To remain competitive in rhe 
constantly evolving and com- 
plex graduate recruitment mar- 
ker, we must continuously re- 
view our profile among stu- 
dents and strive to stay in tune 
with their chinking. A recent in- 
ternational survey of 1-200 stu- 
dents in ren countries showed 
that we are having to compete 
with other management con- 
sultants and with investment 
hanks to attract the brightest 
and best. Some 74 per cent of 
the students responding to rhe 
sunej majored in audit and 
accountancy- but many dis- 
played a high level of Interest in 
sectors oilier than our own. 

Clearly, the accountancy pro- 
fession must stay on its toes lo 
maintain its success in attract- 
ing the top graduates that it 
needs and desere es. even in the 
face of attractive careers else- 
where. We must work hard to 
align perceptions about us with 
the reality of what we offer to 
those high-calibre graduates 
who are able and willing to 
lake iheir seats with us at the 
top table in business. 

To achieve Otis, we must 
position ourselves as the pro- 
fession uf choice for the top 
intern on our campuses. But 


how? The survey showed that a 
"balanced lifestyle" is the top 
priority for students choosing a 
career. Here are some of the 
ways the accountancy profes- 
sion can demonstrate how it 
meets this need. 

□ Technology has revolution- 
ised the way we work, taking 
away much of the labour 
intensive bard graft and free- 
ing people earlier in their 
career to focus on aspects of 
auditing, risk management 
and business advice that add 
value to our clients' businesses. 

□ We have always offered 
challenging opportunities and 
a much greater variety of rales 
and assignments than, say. 
banks or law firms. Our move 
towards more distinct special- 
isms in areas such as forensic 
accounting, corporate Finance 
and consulting services prov- 
ides an even greater range of 
options for ambitious young 
professionals. 

□ Equally, we can offer real 
opportunities for qualified pro- 
fessionals to wort abroad, ei- 
ther on djenr assignments or 
on secondments roour member 
firms overseas. Strategy con- 
sultancies, lawyers and hank- 
ers might have representative 
offices scant; red round the 
world, but none comes dose to 
the near global coverage o& 
large accountancy firms. 

□ Career development is no 
longer geared towards a rigid 
career path taking a graduate 



Ed Smith wants a continuous review of the profession’s profile 


through an accountancy train- 
ing contract and on to partner- 
ship. Now our people can 
choose to move upwards within 
a particular specialism, or 
move laterally around the firm, 
take a career break, go on a 
diem secondment or' work 
part-time for a period. Provided 
people are committed to life- 
long learning and prepared to 
be flexible m matching their 
career aims to the needs of the 
business, they can map out 


their own personal route to 
achieving rhe right balance. 
Indeed, increasingly, people 
who leave our firm Tor aritange 
are returning to us after a 
couple of useful years develop- 
ing new skills with another 
employer, ready to add a new 
perspective to die way they 
service clients. 

□ Our traditional focus on 
hours when pricing or remu- 
nerating staff is making way 
for charging clients and re- 


warding staff in return for the 
value mat is added. This way 
we hope people will focus on 
their outputs rather than their 
inputs — working smarter, not 
harder, and gening home in 
time to pursue other activities. 

After a balanced lifestyle, the 
survey indicated that students 
want a career with a sound 
financial base. A high propor- 
tion of main hoard directors in 
the UK are qualified chattered 
accountants. Their early train- 
ing taught them the disciplines 
of business and gave them a 
qualification that is recognised 
worldwide. Their early work 
experience taught them the 
mechanics of business, and 
skills in technology, network- 
ing, people management, and 
leadership thar set them up for 
life and gave them more finan- 
cial security than most 

Our profession is always in 
future investment mode. (Coo- 
pers & Lybrand, for instance, 
took on 600 graduates a year 
through the Iasi recession.) We 
may not match the stop-start 
bonuses in the City, but we can 
offer competitive packages, a 
fantastic qualification for busi- 
ness and a varied career, 
including options for those 
with global ambitions. 

These are some of the ways 
that we can appeal to the 
brightest and best graduates. 
But there is no room for 
complacency and we should 
already be reviewing the key 
messages that we want to relay 
to next year's graduates. 

Ed Smith is Head of Strategy, 
Business Assurance. Coopers 
& Lybrand. 


Tripped up by 
Dame Sheila 

THE concept of the corporate 
awayday is an attractive one. 
It conjures up a vision of 
senior chaps brainstorming 
their way through a very 
pleasant stay at some luxury 
hideaway in the Cotswolds, 
far removed from their busy 
office lives. 

The English ICA thought so 
mu. Recently its three current 
office-holders decided an 




awayday would be a good way 
uf sorting out policies for the 
future. So the new president. 
Chris Lame. his deputy. Chris 
Swinson. and the vice-presi- 
dent. Dame Sheila Masters 
got together io decide where it 
should be held. But faces soon 
fell. Dame Sheila would have 
none of this relaxation stuff. 
They finished up spending a 
day a! KPMCA head office. 


Show blow 

KPMG booked a box at the 
new Globe Theatre last week 
and embarked on some highly 
effective corporate hospitality. 
The only problem is that in a 
reconstructed Elizabethan the- 
atre the sightfines are not nec- 
essarily perfect. Apparently 
some of the action was ob- 


scured by the very large pillar 
holding up the roof. But what 
they could see were the words 
emblazoned on the back of rhe 
pillar. "Sponsored by Price 
Waterhouse." 

Ice age on way 

THIS week ihe World Trade 
Organisation announced 
guidance for reciprocal recog- 


nition of accountancy qualifi- 
cations worldwide. There is 
obviously a reciprocal deal in 
accountancy membership 
coming up between the Eng- 
lish ICA and the institute df ac- 
countants in Reykjavik. In the 
members room at Moorgate 
Place there is an oddity among 
the copies of magazines held 
there to keep waiting guests 
awake. Iceland Review seems 
a puzzling subscription to 
have taken out. 

Robert Bruce 


No simple answers 
to tax avoidance 


THERE is notiiing a politician likes better 
than something that sounds unarguable. So 
Gordon Brown's announcement last week 
that he had “specifically asked" the Inland 
Revenue, “to consider a general avoidance 
rule" sounded derisive. In the context of his 
clarion call a moment earlier in his Budget 
speech that “a Government committed to the 
proper fending of public services will not 
tolerate the avoidance of taxation and will be 
relentless in its war against tax avoidance", it 
sounded even better. 

And it passes the traditional London 
cabbie's “it stands to reason" test Any tax 
evaded creates a liability elsewhere in the 
form of a worthwhile project that as a 
consequence, will lack funding. 

But things in the tax world that sound 
simple always turn out to be complex. “It 
would be really nice to have total clarity," said 
.one tax expert this week. “But 2,000 years' 
experience of tax systems suggests otherwise" 

There is a hint that even Brown himself 
understands this. Hence the 
proposal to set up a working 
party to look into the idea of 
anti-avoidance. Working 
parties are what you set up to 
buy time They are not set up 
to proride decisive action. 

And it is not as though this 
has never been looked at 
before. As John Andrews, of 
Coopers & Lybrand, this 
year’s president of the Char- 
tered Institute of Taxation, 
said: “The Inland Revenue 
have been looking at anti- 
avoidance for years. Every 
two years it is brought out of 
Pandora's box, looked at, 
and then put back again.” 

The Budget announce- 
ment doesn't make sense. 

There should be no need for 
a review. The Inland Reve- 
nue should be able to reach out a hand and 
pull some dozen or so ideas and proposals off 
their shelves- 

But the stumbling block is exactly the same 
certainty and seeming simplicity that makes 
the idea attractive to politicians in the first 
place. Any general anti-avoidance proposal 
or legislation can only end in increasing 
uncertainty and litigation. This is exactly 
what has happened in other countries where 
such efforts have been made, such as 
Australia and New Zealand. 

The difficulty is that anyone who organises 
their own tax affairs w|U find that there can 
be several different ways of doing so. The 
argument is that if you do not choose the one 



Robert 

Bruce 


that ensures that you pay the most las you simpie iuswi^ 


are. theoretically, avoiding tax. “Quite right" 
says the voice of reason. 

But life doesn't work like that. John 
Andrews is fond of the example of the buying 
of drink at Christmas. He lives in Kent and 
so has two choices. He can drive to his local 
Tesco and buy £300 worth nf what he needs. 
Or he can take up the £5 fare offer from 
Sealink and pop across to the Tesco io Calais 
and buy precisely the same stuff for about- 
£100. Given the choice and the time, that is 
what the average citizen would do, 

But, as Andrews points out, "in doing so I . 
have knowingly avoided the government tax 
by an artificial measure”. The problem lies in 
the seeming simplicity of the test of avoid- 
ance. No one realty minds when some of fee 
grand old tax dodges like the famous “Sark 
Lark" of the 1970s, which involved a complex 
sequence of document signatures and the 
Channel Island ferry timetables, are out- 
lawed. If someone is doing ludicrous things 
and so avoiding tax. then ft should be classed 
as evasion. But where is the 
line between nefarious com- 
plexity' and innocent simplic- 
ity to be drawn? 

You could create a system 
that allowed pre-transaction 
judgments. However, _ that 
is not likely to to work either. 
A company on the verge of a 
takeover is not going to get 
an instant decision from the 
Inland .Revenue ' on which 
might be the approved meth- 
od of the five possibilities for 
the new organisation's 
Mrudure. 

In the end, the sheer comp- 
lexity of the tax system vriH 
always defeat efforts at weal- 
ing. generally applicable 
rules. The only other alterna- 
tive. much supported in 
places such as Hong Kong, 
is to reduce tax rates until no one mindspay- 
,n g up anyway. Meanwhile, the ChanwUor 
would be better employed looking abend to 
! ,,v spring Budget. The word, in the tax world 
Is that with tax forms and software systems 
complex, any changes in personal fax rafts 
feat Brown would lifer to announce next 
March could not cutne Into force in the 1998- 
99 tax year. As I have suggested here before, 
systems and software are what now drive tax 
regulations. Software houses have been giv- 
en assurances that six months' notice will be 
given of any changes. . And setf-asse*Nm«ft 
systems mean that changing those multi- 
coloured, multipart forms takes just as fang. 

, Simplicity versus complexity: there are no 
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If Nato is to be bigger, will it also be better? 


H ow odd, it may seem at first 
giance, that this week's Nato 
summit in Madrid should be 
P^' n S ^ be socontentious an affair. 
After all, the alliance has comprehen- 
sively won the great Cold V&r con- 
frontataon for which it was created 
without finng a shot Now, in a historic 
redrawing of the European security 
map, Poland, the Czech Republic and 
Hungary^hree members of its former 
Warsaw Pact foe, are poised to take 
part xn the biggest single enlargement 
of Nato in its 48-year existence. Ger- 
many, cause of so much of the conti- 
nent s misery this centrny, is about to 
be entirely surrounded by countries 
that are bound to it in voluntary 
alliance. Bosnia may still smoulder but 
rarely in history has the risk of major 
conflict m the heart of Europe 
appeared so remote. 

Enough, surely, for profound and 
unequivocal rejoicing. But not so. 
France is squabbling with the US over 
the distribution of power within Nato’s 
command structure. The exact future 
mission of the alliance is uncertain. 
Above all, expansion is in dispute: not 
just the number of those ro be admit- 
ted, but the very wisdom of the exer- 
cise itself. 

Such, in a sense, are the problems of 
success. Winning the Cold War is 
indeed a hard act to follow. But the 
problems also reflect confusion and 
contradictions that, unless resolved, 


could threaten the very future of the 
alliance. 

Take expansion, the issue on which 
argument has been fiercest, and where 
the contradiction is most vivid. To 
reject the idea of enlargement, and thus 
limit Nato to its Soviet-era configur- 
ation, is to perpetuate Cold War think- 
ing. And yet these first new admissions 
are taking place for the most basic of 
Cold War reasons: fear of Russia. 
Poland, the Czech Republic and Hun- 
gary admit quite openly that they are 
seeking membership to ensure protect- 
ion from their giant neighbour to the 
East. And guilt at having failed central 
Europe, first at Munich and then at 
Yalta, is the prime reason the West feels 
it cannot deny that protection now. 

“Would they die for Gdansk?” scep- 
tics may ask of America’s isolationists, 
in a foretaste of arguments that will cer- 
tainly be heard when the US Senate 
debates the enlargement treaty, lb 
which the correct reply is, would they 
die for Gaul, or Garmisch Parte n- 
kirchen, or even Guildford? Happily 
Nato’s core promise, that an attack 
against one member is an attack against 
all, has never been tested in a hot war. 
But it is, in reality, inconceivable that 
America would allow the new Europe 
to fall victim to an aggressor. 

That is not the real case against 
expansion. It is, first, that it draws a new 
division of Europe between those who 
are in and those who are still out; and. 
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second, that it at best needlessly pro- 
vokes Russia, and at worst provides a 
pretext for nationalists, xenophobes 
and others of an undemocratic bent to 
regain power in Moscow. 

Both arguments have merit. If 
Poland, the Czech Republic and Hun- 
gry, then why not Slovenia, Romania, 
Bulgaria and the Baltic slates? And 
why rub salt gratuitously into the 
wounds of a Russia that is in military 
and economic tatters, and is less of a 
threat to its neighbours than at any time 
since the 1917 revolution? It is easy, 
therefore, to sympathise with the 
impressive lobby of experts in -the US 


and beyond which insists that enlarge- 
ment is the wrong idea at the wrong 
time, and that the three newcomers 
have better things to spend their money 
on than fancy military hardware from 
the US arms industry. 

Now, however, debate has been 
overtaken by fact With Russia’s sulk- 
ing acquiescence Nato is expanding, 
and will expand farther in the future - 
perhaps, one day, to embrace Russia 
itself. Lost amid the quarrel over num- 
bers is the far larger question of what 
the alliance is for anyway, six years after 
the demise of the enemy that was its 
raison d’etre. 


The minimalist answer is that the 
alliance at least protects its members 
from each other and from themselves. 
The assertion holds up in part (almost 
certainly Greece and Turkey would 
have gone to war, had they not both 
belonged to the alliance since 1952); 
but only in part. Nato membership, it 
is claimed, is a 1 certificate of good 
democracy. But it is not a certificate 
that anyone bothered to withdraw 
from the colonels who ruled Greece 
between 1967 and 1974. A more plau- 
sible guarantee of democracy would be 
membership of the European Union. 
Sadly, rich Western Europe has pre- 
ferred to agonise over the search for a 
common currency, rather than throw 
open its doors to the aspirants from the 
East. But that abrogation of historic 
responsibility is another story. 

Ever more probably, the military 
future of Nato lies as peacemaker and 
peace-enforcer. Thus far such activities 
have been confined to Bosnia, but with 
no mean success. Almost certainly this 
role will be extended outside Europe: 
indeed, under thin United Nations 
camouflage, it already has been, in 
Operation Desert Storm against Iraq. 

But the line to be walked is very fine. 
The Gulf war had overwhelming 
international support. Under only 
slightly different circumstances, how- 
ever, the alliance could be transformed 
into the military arm of Western liberal 
civilisation and its economic interests, 


marching into battle against the forces 
of Islam or Asia. At that point, the 
interests of the US and some or all of 
its European allies might well part com- 
pany, and the unique transatlantic 
common purpose on which Nato was 
built might be broken for good. 

Beyond expansion, that is rhe real 
challenge facing the alliance; and 
therein may lie the crack that leads to 
its ultimate fracture. 

Lace and bone for 
La Street-Porter 

W herever Diana treads, Janet 
Street-Porter shall follow. WelL 
up to a point. The former Princess of 
Wiles decides to sell her frocks for 
charity, thereby scoring several points; 
the Queen of Pop TV sells them 
because she wants to clear out her 
wardrobe, no doubt to make space for 
some even wilder creations. She should 
pop over to wav-out Paree just now. if 
that’s her fancy, and pick up a few of 
those McQueen numbers doing the 
catwalk. Ms Street-Porter would look 
just splendid in one of those (acc and 
bone numbers wc pictured yesterday. 
The only question is. does the East End 
smart boy really mean anyone to wear 
these things; or is he just having a good 
giggle at our expense? 
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Marching 
against 
civil rights 

Sir: There can be only one basis for 
achieving long-term peace in 
Northern Ireland and that is an 
undeviating adherence on the part 
of the Government to the norms 
appropriate to a civilised society. 
Every time the British government 
abandons such norms, as it did this 
week in Portadown, it puts back 
the peace process and justifies new 
resorts to violence. 

The crucial question for 
government cannot be “Who is 
likely to produce the most violence 
here' and now?” but “Which 
violence is grounded in a just case, 
which in an unjust?” Rir 70 years 
our government has been 
intimidated by the threat of 
Orange violence. Until that is seen 
to end, it is utterly implausible to 
expect Catholics as a whole to back 
peace unequivocally. 

On the one hand this basis 
dictates acceptance that the 
political status of Northern Ireland 
cannot be altered against the 
wishes of the majority; on the other 
ii dictates no less emphatically that 
it Is intolerable to impose on a 
group of citizens inhabiting a street 
a politico-religious demonstration 
abhorrent to them. ^ 

The population of the Garvaghy 
Road had a perfect right to say no 
to an Orange procession and veiy 
good reason for doing so. The 
Government and police had a duty 
to uphold that right. The Orange 
Order had no right to march in 
such circumstances. Walking on 
the Queen's highway is a right, of 
which in point of fact the 
Garvaghy Road residents were 
temporarily deprived. Marching is 
never a right, only a privilege. 

Ii is now a matter of urgenty 
that a law be passed that nowhere 
in the United Kingdom will a 
private group be allowed to stage a 
political or religious 
demonstration down a street 
whose population has strongly 
objected to it. 

Professor ADRIAN HASTINGS 
Leeds 

Sir: The decision by the Chief 
Constable of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary to provide a heavily 
armed escort so as to make possible 
the Orance Order march through 
Portadown has highlighted, once 
again, the simple fact that 
Unionists support the link with 
Britain and wish British troops to 
remain in Northern Ireland to 
guarantee their permanent 
dominance there. 

That being so it is dear that a 
continuing British presence and 
government from Westminster is 
not the answer to the problems 
facing the people in the Province 
. hut a'major cause of those 

The best hope of peace must lie 
in the ereatinn of conditions that 
would allow the communities in the 
North w determine their own 
future, and their relations with the 
Republic, within the island of 
Ireland, without the involve tncnt oi 
British troops and free from British 
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Troubles were at their most intense. 
I have vivid memories of my father, 
& breakfast news glutton, listening 
to his “wireless”: strident, 
indignant voices from the North 
would pour out their well- 
rehearsed grievances. After ten 
minutes of this my father, 
nonchalantly switching off the set, 
would mutter, “There’s no news", 
returning to his boiled egg. 

In a recent discussion with a 
historian I died the fact that a 
nationalist party (Aoinieacbt 
Fireann or United Ireland) formed 
in the early 1970s in response to the 
Troubles, not alone failed to have 
any of their candidates elected, but 
all of them lost their deposits (not 
an inconsiderable feat under a PR 
electoral system). 

"Ah,” responded my historian 
friend, “you overlook the role of 
Fianna Hail (the mainstream 
nationalist party in the South) in 
accommodating Southern Irish 
citizens* grave concern over the 
North." 

My father was the local Fianna 
Fail MP. 

THOMAS F MAHER 
London SW6 

Sir: There is substantial respect . 
paid to both the Unionist and 
nationalist traditions in Northern 
Ireland in the allocation of public 
holidays (letter, 8 July). Northern 
Ireland is the only place in the 
world where St Patrick is accorded 
a public holiday in his honour 
outside the Irish Republic, which is 
a recognition of the importance of 
the nationalist tradition. It is 
therefore only fair and proper that . 
the majority community in 
Northern Ireland is accorded a 
similar recognition. 

PETER WALLACE 

London SE13 


Help for the 
young jobless 

Sin It is Vitaliy important that the 
Government looks wider than the 
Employment Service for partners 
in the delivery of the “New Deal" 
for unemployed young people. 

The proposal for a “gateway" 
period in which young people will 
receive guidance and support prior 
to commencing the six-month 
employment and training options 
of “welfare to work" is important. 
However, many disaffected young 
people have had difficult 
experiences at Job Centres and 
careers services. 

I agree with Polly Toynbee 
(“Labour’s Big Idea - will it really 
work?”, 7 July) that individual 
attention is the crucial ingredient 
that will make the New Deal a 
success. The voluntary youth sector 
has a special expertise in the areas 
of mentoring, shadowing, and 
providing informal personal and 
social education to young people. 
Many of our 135 members, 
voluntary youth organisations as 
diverse as the Woodcraft Folk and 
the National Council of YMCAs, 
have strong local and regional 
structures which could be 
instrumental in establishing 
strategic partnerships. 

SUSANNE RAUPRICH 
Chief Execi< M 1 ? 

National Council for Voluntary 
Youth Services 
London WCl 

Sir. Polly Toynbee, writing on 
welfore^to-worL asks: “Why make 


it compulsory, alienating the young 
instead of inspiring them?" Liberal 
Democrats are bound to wonder 
whether the answer is that Gordon 
Brown’s newly tightened spending 
limits may make real quality 
impossible . 

Opponents of compulsion may 
be asked: “Does the state owe us a 
living?" There is a good case for 
answering yes. The trade-off of 
citizenship is that the state owes us 
protection in return for our 
obedience. Since this includes 
protection against death from road 
accidents or food poisoning, why 
not death by starvation? 

If the state deprives us of this 
protection then, in the very 
carefully chosen words of an MP 
speaking in the House of 
Commons on the eve of the Civil 
War: “The vigour and cheerfulness 
of allegiance will be taken away 
though the obligation remains.” 
Earl RUSSELL 

Liberal Democrat Social Security 
Spokesman 
House of Lords 
London SW1 


Towards a deal 
on Gibraltar 

Sir: While one cannot but agree 
with Give Cunningham's 
conclusion (letter, 5 July) that it is 
time to find a solution to the 
problem of Gibraltar and “let the 
ghosts of history rest in peace", 
the rest of his letter leaves one 
wondering whether he has 
actually ever been any closer to 


Gibraltar than, say, Madrid. 

The population of Gibraltar 
demand not their rigbi to “remain 
British" but rather Lhe basic 
democratic right to decide for 
themselves what their status 
should be - a right which Spam 
seeks to deny them by insisting 
that the question of Gibraltar is 
not one of self-determination but 
of territorial integrity. 

It is Spain which chose to 
politicise the agreement on the use 
of Gibraltar's airport, not 
Gibraltar, which has no objection 
at all to common-sense 
arrangements for sharing the 
airport. 

1 do not know on what grounds 
Mr Cunningham concludes that 
Gibraltar can never be viable on 
its own. It is in fact perfectly viable 
if only Spain would stop its 
constant harassment and 
acknowledge the right of the 
people of Gibraltar to decide their 
own future. It may well be that, 
given the opportunity, they would 
welcome a status under the EU. 
rather than specifically British or 
Spanish auspices - but that must 
be for them to decide. 

BDLLQUANTRILL 

Bradford-on-Avon, 

Wiltshire 

The writer was Deputy Governor of 
Gibraltar, 1988-90 

Sir Improved co-operation 
between Spain and Gibraltar could 
bring wealth to one of the poorest 
regions of Spain. This is the 
message the British, Gibraltarian 
and Spanish governments should 
be discussing. 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. Fax: 0171-293 2056 : 
e-mail Utiers@independenLco.uk. E-mail correspondents are ashed to gfrv a postal address. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. We regret we are unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 
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The new government in 
Gibraltar needs the backing of the 
UK government to reach an 
agreement with Spain which would 
open up the airport- In exchange 
for Iberia and GB airways 
providing flights to and from major 
Spanish cities, which would bring 
trade and prosperity lo the area 
(together with a cessation of 
harassment on border crossings), 
the Gibraltar government should 
consider a major concession, such 
as direct access to the airport from 
Spanish territoiy. as is the case with 
Swiss and French airports. 

Sovereignty is not the issue, 
however strongly politicians may 
wish to raise it when it suits them. 
This part of Andalusia has one of 
the highest unemployment rates in 
Europe and a successful and 
prosperous Gibraltar is in the best 
interests of Spain. 

ANTHONY STERN 
London NWI1 


Bank delays 

Sir. Several friends of mine who 
work in banks have lost lheir jobs in 
recent years along with thousands 
of their colleagues. They are 
replaced by automatic systems 
based on computers. A computer 
can verify the state of my credit in 
seconds from a Tesco check-out 
desk. 

Can anyone explain lo me why a 
bank cannot verify the credit of a 
cheque I pay in to my account for 
what they euphemistically call four 
working days? The system seems 
classically designed by banks to 
hold on to money and gather its 
interest. 

MERVYN BENFORD 
Shulford, 

Oxfordshire 


Mystery of the 
CD profits 

Sir: Adrian Rondeau (Letters. 4 
July) ignores two things: that many 
CD albums now retail ui f 14.99 or 
more, and that the price of CDs 
should have fallen drastically over 
the past 10 years. 

Back in the mid-l98Us, the CD- 
player was an innovative niche- 
market item, available only to 
enthusiasts with several hundred 
pounds to bunt. The CDs 
themselves were produced by a tiny 
number of manufacturers and 
subject to a premium price. 

Today, the CD-player is a mass 
consumer product. The vinyl 
record has all but disappeared and 
the CD has become the dominant 
format The unit cost of producing 
a CD has fallen to just a few pence. 
Somewhere in the chain between 
the artist and the listener someone 
is reaping the benefit of these 
economies of scale. 

BRIAN WRAY 
Stockport, Cheshire 


No pill to cure 
unhappiness 

Sin Andrew Brown’s article “Let 
them eat Prozac" (5 July) was 
another example of ignorance 
about mental illness. He talks 
about Prozac as if it was a 
recreational drug that can get one 
high- Antidepressants relieve 
symptoms of clinical depression - 
which has nothing to do with 
unhappiness. Unhappiness is part 
of the human condition and does 
not respond to antidepressant 
drags. People seek relief more and 
more from unhappiness through 
the use of recreational drugs, most 
of which arc known to be 
dangerous. Clinical depression, 
however, is a potentially life- 
threatening illness. 

Andrew 1 Brown might like to 
reflect on the fact that 2.000 people a 
day worldwide commit suicide. To 
link unhappiness and the pursuit ofa 
pain-free world with clinical 
depression is another example of 
stigmatisation of those who suffer 
from mental illness. Antidepressants 
are not “happy pills". 

RICHARD HORNSBY 
London 511 7 


The Tito ‘mole’ 

Sin Your issue of 28 June, with 
“How Soviet mole united Tito and 
Churchill", has just reached me. 
James Klugman briefed me for my 
mission {Demagogue } to Serbia in 
June 1944 and I can only say his 
briefing was fair and balanced. He 
made no secret of being a member 
of the British Communist Party, 
after all. we were all on the same 
side then. 

Incidentally. Flizroy Maclean 
never himself thought Tito was a 
woman: that was a puckish 
suggestion by Evelyn Waugh. 
JOHN EARLE 

Trieste, Italy 


Women’s message 

Sin '“Advertising to women is 
incredibly difficult," writes Simon 
Green in "Good Ad/ Bad Ad" (7 
July). He goes on to say that 90 per 
cent of advertising is written by 
men. Women are consistently 
recognised as better 
communicators, arc the vast 
majority of (and the best) 
graduates in English. Now. doesn’t 
the media industry have a little 
something to learn here? 

JUNE RABY 
London N 19 
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the hunting debate 


Who a hunt 


ban will 


really hit 


As supporters head for a rally in London 
tomorrow, Charlie Pye-Smith says outlawing 
their pastime would punish not an elite but 
the many rural workers whose jobs depend on it 


/ /"IT TT" uniing has provided 
9 • I I me with a good liv- 
ing these ~ last 20 
|| I years.” says Ian 
-A. -A-Adsects, who runs a 
livery yard in the Cotswolds and looks 
after horses for people who ride with 
the Beaufort Hum. “If hunting is 
banned, it will have a serious effect on 
my business - and on my blacksmith, 
my vet, and my saddlers.” His staff - 
most of whom are young and unlikely 
to find other work In the area - could 
lose their jobs and the local council 
would have to do without the thou- 
sands of pounds he pays in business 
rates. The village pub arid local garage 
could also be hit. 

By introducing a private members 
bill to ban hunting. Michael Foster. 
Labour MP for' Worcester, has 
declared class war on a sizeable chunk 
of the rural workforce. A ban will have 
a far greater impact on the lives and 
welfare of rural workers than it will on 
those for whom hunting is merely a 
leisure activity. Many of the former - 
grooms, horse dealers, hunt staff- will 
be forced on to the dole; the latter, in 
contrast, will mourn the loss of their 
sport, but not their livelihoods. 

Until now, the lobbies that both 
excoriate and support hunting have 
been reluctant to raise the issue of 
class, with all its connotations of cap- 
doffing and envy. The Bill will change 
all this, much to Labour’s discomfort. 

The League Against Cruel Sports 
has always claimed that its loathing of 
hunting has nothing to do with the 
nature' of those who do it This is 
disingenuous. Its campaign to ban 
hunting benefits from the bar-room 
rhetoric which links hunting with priv- 
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flege. The subliminal message of much 
anti-hunting propaganda suggests that 
most people who hum are toffs on 
horseback. In fact the class profile of 
the 215,000 hunters and their follow- 
ers mirrors the profile of the nation. 

Hunting's political lobby groups, 
most notably the British field Sports 
Society, used to be run by ruddy- 
cheeked Colonel Blimps. They no 
longer are, but their leading figures are 
still members of what used to be 
known as the ruling class. This goes 
some way to explam why they, like the 
league, have resisted playing the class 
card. If you are going to defend work- 
ers’ rights, you need to sound more 
Hast End than Eton to avoid ridicule. 

Three lots of animals are invotved; 
hounds, horses and the fox. The 1S7 
recognised fox bunts in England and 
Whies use 15,000 hounds, and are fol- 
lowed by up to 60,000 horses. Hum 
kenneimen, who look after the hounds, 
are vulnerable. “If there’s a ban.” 
explains Charles Wheeler at the Beau- 
fort. “our bounds will be shot. They’ ve 
been bred for hunting, and if they can’t 
hunt that'll be the end of them.” A ban 
would mean that Wheeler would lose 
his job and lied cottage and five other 
kennel staff would also be out of work. 
The Beaufort is the wealthiest hunt in 
the country - the ancestry of its hounds 
goes back to 1740 - but smaller and 
more modest hunts like Shropshire's 
Ludlow would also suffer. Around the 
country 900 kennel jobs could go. 

That may sound small beer to those 
who recall the number of miners and 
factory workers out of work. But add 
to those all the jobs that relate to the 
sale and welfare of horses and you 
begin to get a truer picture of the 
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Where the rural heart beats: anti-hunt Labour MPs may come realise that they are hurting their own supporters 


Photograph: Chris Watt 0 


impact on rural life and job prospects. 

Approximately 800 horses hunt with 
the Beaufort during the season and 
must be shod every month. The smithy 
who looks after the hunt's horses, 
Bemie Tidmarsh. estimates that more 
than half his work is related to the hum. 
“During the season. 1 spend two days 
a week at the hunt kennels, and there's 
hardly a day goes by when wie don’t 
shoe a hunter.” he says. “If hunting is 
banned, 1 shall lose half ray business." 

Marty vets are also worried about the 
prospect of a ban. “I’d say 30-40 per 
cent of our work is hum-related,” says 
Mark Lucey, a frequent visitor to 
Adsetts’ yard. “We’re a seven-man 
equine practice and we employ three 
girl grooms. If there's a ban, one or 
more of the assistants will have to go.” 

For Grant Barnes & Sons, saddlers 
of Malmesbury in Wiltshire, the hunt- 
ing season is the busiest time of year. 
“I'd say about half our business comes 
from hunting,” says one of the sons. If 
there is a ban the saddlers will undoubt- 
edly see a decline in business, but they 
cannot say by how much; some people 
will keep thetr hunters for hacking and 
a few for drag-hunting. The league is 
a greater promoter of the latter, which 
involves a small number of hounds 
chasing an artificial trail. However, 
burning people say that asking them to 
switch to drag-hunting is like suggest- 
ing to a salmon fisherman that he fish 
for toy fish with magnets. 

Jim Rogers believes that most of the 
fanners who hunt in Shropshire will 
dispense with their horses if they can 
no longer hunt. “They're fanners, 
they’re realistic. The horses would be 
surplus to requirements. They'll be 
shot. Bang! It’s as simple as that” 

Ian Giles, a Wiltshire horse dealer, 
fears that a ban on hunting would put 
him and his staff out of business. Of the 
200 horses which pass through his sta- 
bles each year, two-thirds are hunters, 


“ There's no doubt that the price of 
horses will plummet,” he says . “And it 
wfll affect every level, from racing 
down to the knackers’ yard” 

Contrast this with what happens in 
France and Germany where there is lit- 
tle hunting. One observer says: “They 
breed lovely horses, but if they don't 
make it as show-jumpers or eventers. 
they eat them. Well have to do the 
same - or sell them to French butch- 
ers.” But many livestock fanners in 
hunting country would face a serious 


problem when disposing of dead stock. 
The Beaufort employs one person full- 
time to collect dead" animals: the best 
of the meat is fed to the hounds and 
the rest is disposed of at the hunt’s 
expense. The service is free of charge 
to farmers. The Ludlow Hunt provides 
a similar service, spending around 
£5,000 a year incinerating carcasses 
unfit for the hounds. If hunts can no 
longer provide this service, farmers wiD 
have to pay a knackerman to collect 
dead stock. Many simply cannot afford 
any extra costs, and may resort to dubi- 
ous methods of disposal. 


O n the day that Mr Foster 
announced his anti-hunting Bill, 
Dave Critchley, a league 
spokesman, claimed that only 850 
people would Jose their jobs. This is 
plainly nonsense - one of the exag- 
gerated claims made by the anti- 
hunting lobby. Bill Andrewes, chair- 
man of the Campaign for Hunting, has 
come up with a figure which be believes 
be can “prove and defend”. It amounts 
to around 14,000 people: 3,910 directly 
employed by hunts and some 10,000 in 
affiliated trades. 

For these people, and for die rag-tag 
army of country sports supporters who 
are currently converging on London for 


a huntsman's wife, “is that we don't 
have opera houses in the countryside, 
or cinemas, or theatres. The hunt is our 
entertainment, the centre of our social 
life.” Pub skittle matches, point-to- 
point, pony clubs: these, she says, are 
the social cement of rural life, along 
with the strange business of chasing 
foxes. “If they ban hunting.” she says 
wistfully, “I simply can't imagine what 
life would be like for us.” • 

Much of the antipathy towards fox- 
hunting has less to do with the fox - 
which wfll probably be killed in greater 
numbers, more cruelly, if hunting is 
banned - than with a distaste for the 
pleasure which people derive from 
the chase. Several Labour MPs, includ- 
ing the Minister for Agriculture, Jack 
Cunningham, and Dale Campbell- 
Savouis, have suggested that the foot 
packs which hunt in the hills and fells, 
and whose principal purpose is to 
eradicate foxes, should be allowed to 
continue hunting, while those hunts 
which appear to exist mainly for the 
pleasure of ibe hunters should not. 

Cunningham and Campbell-Savours 
are not, as far as one can tell, killjoys 
by nature. However, both have fell 
packs in their constituencies, and it is 
presumably no coincidence that those 
who hunt the fells are almost exclu- 
sively working class, while those who 
follow the shire packs are generally 
thought of as upper class. 


So far the principal mudslingers in 
ie hunting debate nave been the pre- 


the hunting debate nave been the pre- 
dominantly urban animal welfare lobby 
and the wealthier members of the 


hunting fraternity. Now the people, 
who really know what mud is- the rural 


a protest rally on Thursday, a ban 
would mean far more tbeD lost jobs. 


would mean far more then lost jobs. 
“What townspeople don't realise," says 


who really know what mud is- the rural 
workers - are entering the fray. It may 
only be a matter of time before many 
ana-bunt Labour MPs realise that the 
biggest losers of all, if a ban comes into 
force, wfll not be the fun-loving elite, 
but the very people whom Old Labour 
has always sought to defend 


in scfabGMhsJ^ 

government; 31 not dyflfeatkm itself, 
seems to haag by ifeeTSrusb of the 
bunted fox. Baanrag the viscera] plea- 
sures of the gmk-aJStaT squirearchy 
and their wouW acpose 

They iHafrV pretensiqpstQjwd a a one 
natron” party as a sham, opponents of a 
ban on hunting wifi* hounds say. 

The bkxxLspons fobbvbcfieres the 75 
per cent of the ptd&cxiho favour a ban 
are ; soft-hearted townies ignorant of 
rural ways or dass warriors intent on 
bashing the toffs. The Wild Mammals 
(Hunting with Dogs) Bill is portrayed as 
the thin aid atn wedge ending with a ban 
on angling, enjoyed by 33 million peo- 
ple - even though the B2Ts sponsor, 
Michael Foster, is himself an angkr. 

Upset the inherently cruel relationship 
between man and beast and.all sorts of 
consequences could flow. Country Life 
wants. “Whatcouid be more unnatural, 
for example; than to neuter a cat?” it 
asks, implying that, too, could be banned. 

More red kites could be poisoned, 
marchers beading for tomorrow’s rally 
daimed-If foxes were not controlled by 
bunting, farmers would dose dead lambs - 
with strychnine. Yet hunts account for . ; 
less than lOper cent of the ISfl^OOfbxesf. 
killed each year - the majority are shot. 7 

Though hunting folk threaten a bigr r 
slaughter of horses and hounds if a ban; 
is imposed, the League Against. Cruel ' 
Sports says that, across the country, r ; 
10,000 unsuitable pups and old bounds^ 
ace already shot each year, 

Setting dogs on domestic animals is a 
criminal offence carrying a £5,000 finepTl 
six months' jaiL The cruelty is the sarbe£ 
in fox or stag hunting, the league ^ys- J 
Stephen Goodwin 



1» 


f»rmvn 


Rural rhymes, or how to earn a beer 


I was out for a bicycle ride 
in the country tbe other 
day, which is what I 
generally do when there is 
something more important to 
be done, and I stopped at a 
pub for refreshment, which is 
what I generally do when 
there is serious biking to be 
done. Of course, there is 
something rather odd about 


While I was preparing my 
mouth to receive the firai 
dona don of lemonade 
shandy, 1 was startled to hear 
a very rural voice beside me. 


"'North, east, west* south. 
Never eyefe with an open 
mouth. " 


a bicyclist stopping at a pub 
at all. Bicycling has a puritar 


at all. Bicycling has a puntan 
image, all green and 
ecological, and pubs an: all 
about getting fat and drunk 
and loud, so really cyclists 
should stop at health food 
shops and ask for bottles of 
spring water and bars of 
energy-giving wafer, but 
there I was, silting outside 
this pub on a sunny day with 
a pint of lemonade shandy, 
and. I’m ashamed to say, a 
pork pie. 

First erf all, though, I had 
to clear my mouth of insects. 
This sunny weather, the air is 
frill of flying animals, the 
very' same little flying 
foodstuff that swallow come 
all the way from Egypt to live 
on. but we humans have not 
yet adapted to an insect diet, 
so when something flies into 
your mouth your instinct is 
not to swallow it but to spit it 
out as quickly as possible. 


I looked round. There was 
an old chap sitting at a table 
by himself with an empty 
glass. He smiled at me. 

“Old country saying, that 
When I was a lad, my father 
taught it to me. Said he had 
once known a chap who had 
been cycling along with his 
mouth open and a bee had 
flown in. Gave him a terrible 
sting on the palate. Couldn’t 
speak for five days and could 
never say his Rs properly 
again after that.” 

“Is that really true?” I 
asked. 

“It's what my dad told 
me,” said the old man, “so I 
expect it weren’t But what 
he said about cycling with 
your mouth open was true 
enough, as I see from you 
fishing bits of insect out of 
your mouth.” 

“At least it’s just my 
mouth," I said. “Some days 
you get swarms of tiny black 
flies in your clothes.” 



Jfyou see a hull, then ride 
like helL ’ " 


“Any others you 
remember?” 


where cows could get in.” 
There was a pause. 
“How’s the pork pie?” he 
said. 

“Heavy' going," I replied. 


“Don V lock your bike where 


it will flood. 

Or you ’ll find your saddle 
fiill of mud." 


“If you could get a pie to 
talk. 

It 'd say Tm a lot more pie 
than pork , ' “ 


Miles 

Kington 


“North, south, east, west. 
Never cycle with an open 
vest , * 


“What does that mean?” 

“Pretty obvious, I would 
have thought. If you park 
your bike where the river 
tends to flood, chances are 
you’ll come back and find it 
underwater. Or maybe with 
cow damage." 

“Cow damage?" 


he said. 

There was another pause. 
“Have you got an old 
country rhyme for every 
occasion ?' 1 1 asked. 


“Certainly have," he said. 
He banged his glass 
significantly on the table. 


said the old man. He looked 
at me cheerily. 

"Another of your dad's?” 

“No. That was from my 
mum. After all, it was she 
had to get my clothes clean." 

"Were there lots of these 
cycling rhymes when you 
were a lad?” I asked. 

“Thousands. We more or 
less communicated in rhyme. 
I remember going on my first 
long ride. My Dad said: 


A spoke will carry a bicycle 
wheel. 

But it ain i no match for an 
old cow hecL " 


“Hear the empty pint pot 
sound. 

Means it's somebody clse's 
round." 


* Keep to the left and ring 
your bell; 


he said triumphantly. 
“Meaning, that when a cow 
steps through a bicycle 
wheel you won’t be riding 
awav on it in a hurry.” 

“t?id you ever know a cow 
stepping through a bicycle 
wheel?" 

“No-o-o-o,” admitted the 
otd man reluctantly. “But 
maybe that was because 
people paid heed to the 
rhyme and didn’t leave bikes 


1 took the hint and bought 
him a pint, but this time I 
stuck to mineral water and ft - 
certain brand of chocolate 
which likes to think it gives ; 
you more miles. The old man 
didn’t think so. As I rode off. 
again and waved to him, l 
heard him saying: 


"One Mars bar 
Won't gel you far 
You 'll get mare cheer 
From a pint bf beer." ' 


r ■ - T 









j | | c> 



THE INDEPENDENT - WETImtohav 


9 JULY 1997 






maid 


>eer 


15 


the commentators 


Across the Atlantic: 

grey power is the 

US secret weapon 


I t is a boom. And it is a 
boom that will cany on for 
a while yet - even if man- 
ufacturers arc hurt by the 
strong pound, little matters 
like the billions in people’s 
ets from the Woolwich 
t this week will see to that. 

Expect another rise in interest 
rates this week to try to 
persuade us to keep our cash in 
our bank accounts rather than 
spending it on foreign holidays. 

. Enjoy it. because however 
hard it is to remember this 
painful truth, all booms come 
to an end. Bui how long the 
boom continues will depend 
not on the decisions of Gordon 
Brown, nor even those of 
Eddie George. It will depend 
on our willingness to work. 

If that sounds cryptic, con- 
sider America. The US boom is 
more advanced than ours. Not 
only did the growth phase start 
earlier, employment has grown 
much more rapidly: there are 
about 17 per cent more Amer- 
icans in jobs now than there 
were 10 years ago, whereas here 
there are only about 6 per cent 
more people in work. Yet there 
is little inflation in the States, as 
anyone planning a holiday there 
this year will discover. This is 
partly a function of exchange 
rates: the present sterling 
exchange rale makes the US 
seem astonishingly cheap. But it 
is also a function of restrained 
growth in wages: the US has 
seen a boom in employment 
without seeing a boom in pay 
rates. As a result the boom has 
been able to continue for far 
longer without being choked 
off by higher inflation. 

This is a story that has 
attracted far too tittle attention over here, 
where people tend to sneer at “Mcjobs" - the 
fact that some at least of the new jobs created 
in the States have been low-wage ones. But 
actually the ability of the US to generate jobs 
has profound implications for us. Not only is 
there the prize of unemployment running 
below 5 per cent- it is down to 4.8 per cent in 
the US - terrific though that would be. There 
is the arguably bigger prize of long-term 
sustainable growth, so that unemployment 
would remain pretty low for (who knows?) a 
generation or more. 

In America two things seem to have hap- 
pened. One is migration. The pool of labour 
seeking jobs has been boosted by migrants, of 
whom the largest single source has been Latin 
America. Hut is something special about the 
geographical location of the US, with that long 
permeable border with Mexico. Special, too, is 
its tradition of being a haven for immigrants. 
But it is not just that. Perhaps more relevant to 




retired, the under qualified, and the discouraged 
- the people who bad given up even looking for 
work because they felt there was no point 
As a result though the number of people of 
normal working age in the US is growing by only 


1 per cent a year, the workforce 
is growing at 1.5 percent ayear. 
But the really astonishing thing 
is the number of “oldies" who 
are back in jobs. Anyone who 
goes io the Stales wiD notice this 
- older people running check- 
outs at stores and check-ins at 
airports - but for once rhe 
figures back up the anecdotes. 
Smce the beginning of last year 
the number of men .aged 
between 55 and 64 in the labour 
force has jumped by 2 percent- 
age points. Grey power is res- 
cuing the American economy. 

Companies are targeting 
older workers, including, some- 
times, people whom they 
earlier laid off. Some of these 
jobs may be at lower wages than 
in the past, but not all grey jobs 
are poorly paid. In one area, 
computer programming, there 
has been a surge in demand for 
older programmers to help fix 
the “millennium bug", the fact 
that many computers cannot 
cope with the year 2000. It 
seems that a lot of mainframe 
programs stiU in use are written 
in languages like COBOL, 
which the young denizens of 
Silicon VhlJey don't understand 
This phenomenon has pro- 
found implications for the UK. 
We are an even older society 
than the US, measured by the 
proportion of people over 65. 
We have also seen a similar 
trend in job losses among the 
55-64 age group. So we have an 
even greater opportunity to 
keep die economy moving by 
pullmgback the retired and the 
early retired into the labour- 
force. Up to now that has not 
really been a problem, for while 
individual companies are 
reporting difficulty in finding qualified labour, 
we have not experienced a general labour 
shortage. Indeed we still think in terms of 
unemployment as an endemic problem that 
will take years to solve. For some groups of 
people that may well be true. But in terms of 
the .overall proportion of jobless, we are 
lagging behind the US by only about a year. 
Allow for the distortions in the way we count 
unemployment, and maybe the lag is a bit 
longer, but the direction is quite dear. So over 
the next year or so there is a tantalising oppor- 
tunity: if we can entice more older workers 
back into jobs, we can carry on the expansion. 
And if we cannot, growth will be choked off. 

There is a further bonus. The more that older 
people can be encouraged to lake on some form 
of work, the more manageable the burden on 
the pension system, both private and public. 
Indeed the only way in which our ageing 
societies can hope to increase the overall 
standard of living over the next generation will 
be to find imaginative ways of encouraging 
older people who want and are able to work 
to do so. That will require flexibility from 
employers. And it will require older workers 
accepting the idea of being “retro-fitted" with 
new skills. Meanwhile, John Glenn has to make 
his next space trip at the age of 75, and there 
is the computer bug to fix .... 
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If we can 
entice more 
older 
workers 
back into 
jobs, we can 
carry on the 
expansion. 
And if we 
cannot, 
growth 
will be 
choked off 


W fc don’t have capital-c 
Culture in this country. 
We have music, poetry, 
all that, BuL Culture is for for- 
eigners, a bit Iah-de-dah. a bit 
poncey. In Britain, when we use 
the word we tend to prefix it to 
make it sound domestic and 
nn threatening (“working class 
culture”; “television culture"). 
And increasingly, at a national 
level, we call it Heritage. 

This is interesting because, in 
cultural terms, heritage is 
another word for death. Her- 
itage is what dying cultures 
become just before they are 
interred. Heritage means muse- 
ums of coal-mmmg and unpeo- 
pled country houses. It means 
Gaelic classes, Roman remains 
with neatly trimmed grass 
around them. Spitfires on metal 
sticks and scores of tourist 
“eaperiences”. Heritage is safe, 
innocuous, silent and cancelled. 
Heritage is what London would 
like Orange Order marches to 
become, and what Orangemen 
are strenuously resisting. 

Yet we have a Department of 
National Heritage. You might 
as well call it the Department 
of Cultural Death. I don’t mean 
it has done a particularly bad 
job of overseeing lottery hand- 
outs, sporting quangos or pro- 
viding chatty types for the 
Today programme - though it 
has been a poor media regula- 
tor, on the whole. But I do 
mean that it hasn't exploited 
the full possibilities of a nation 
• which has been a booming cul- 
tural success story. 

British creativity, in archi- 
tecture, fashion, music, poetry, 
film and even - despite the 
Goldsmiths College hype - 
visual art has been one or the 
constant, cheering threads run- 
ning through the past decade. 
This gpes well beyond the stuff 
about London being "the cap- 
ital of cool" or the odd fashion 
show with dangling bones. Cul- 
ture is big business and becom- 
ing bigger. 

In a fast-trading global sys- 
tem, where added value means 
everything, success in culture 
and design brings rich rewards: 
jobs, investment and cache L 
The software geniuses and the 
musical or clothing innovators 
who catch a mood are our 
equivalent of Victorian engi- 
neers and explorers. The rock 
music business by itself, for 
instance, is worth some £L5bn 
to Britain each year. Though 
there are only 650,000 direct 
producers of culture - musi- 
cians, artists and so on - mil- 
lions of people depend on their 
ideas and output for jobs. 

Britain's cultural revival has 
happened without much incle- 
ment or help from government. 
The things that were subsidised 
before are still, mostly, sub- 
sidised. But there has been lit- 
tle official enthusiasm, leader- 
ship or strategy for the country's 
future as a world producer of 
buildings, tunes and stories. 

Yet, through the Conserva- 
tive years, many people yearned 
for a different cultural mood. 
With a new government, they 
thought, we could be like 
Barcelona and Milan. We could 
be a cooL young-again nation. 
And when Islington went to 
bed, from the late Eighties to 
the late Nineties, counting the 
profits from the design practice 



Not death for the arts, but a new beginning for creativity Photograph irocH ballet ■auboards.', E«nbuj£h Festival Theatre): Alan Peebles 


or the TV commission, it still 
lisped a prayer for a properly 
cultured leader in Downing 
Street It wanted a lead from 
the top. 

Ana now? Tony and the 
Blairites have been cautiously 
neutral on the whole vexed 
question. Populism dictates. If 
Number Ten’s number one pri- 
ority is to keep The Sun happy, 
then football and the Spice 
Girls are the stuff, not “cul- 
ture” Posh beds, haircuts and 
fun bolidays are fine because 
they are things ordinary fami- 
lies aspire to. Opera, architec- 
ture and the aesthetics of urban 
design are iffy because they 
can't be packaged for tabloid 
story-telling 

Yet this is a government that 
needs culture and cultural 
revival. Its essential rhetoric, its 
banging-on about youth and 
new beginnings, has been pas- 
sionately anti-heritage. Had 
Blairnot been well aware of the 
economic power, and the pro- 
paganda value, of cutting-edge 
culture, the decision over the 
MUlenmum Dome would cer- 
tainly have gone the other way. 

That , indeed, was an elo- 
quent expression of Blair's polit- 
ical dilemma: most ministers 
were against it and so, fero- 
ciously, was The Sun , now the 
Blairs’ favoured paper. Yet to 
have abandoned the Dome, and 
his friend Lord Rogers, would 
have made Blair’s name mud 


among many of the cool and cul- 
tured And though that derision 
was a one-off, cultural policy, 
particularly since the Lottery is 
involved, represents a constant 
series of similar choices. 

So how will Blair play this 
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most interesting aod tricky area? 
We may be about to find out. 
Within the next 10 days or so, 
the Department of National 
Heritage wall (hooray) disappear 
and a new Ministry of Culture 
(1 hope) wiD instantly rise from 
its ashes. Heritage Britain will 
find it has lost another battle. 

Chris Smith, who was given 
this most enjoyable and influ- 
ential of cabinet jobs because of 
his popularity in the arts world, 
will follow up with some good 
and populist stuff about shift- 
ing lottery funds towards edu- 


cational and health projects, 
and to more basic cultural 
needs, like the provision of 
musical instruments and teach- 
ers in schools that lack them. 

But beyond that, there is a 
wide-ranging review of cultural 
policy itself. How directly 
involved should government 
be? What should us priorities 
be? Is the money well spent? 
All this is to be welcomed, and 
matters. The Government has 
certain values and instincts that 
ought to affect its altitude to 
the arts; and it isn’t obvious that 
the current political arts estab- 
lishment feels the same way. 

Is it likely that Lord Gowiie. 
a Conservative Peer and high- 
brow consumer of London cul- 
ture, the head of the Arts 
Council, is the man to operate 
an inclusive Labour policy 
towards the arts? No. Is it likely* 
that the current regime in the 
Arts Council or Covenl Garden 
feels as strongly as the new min- 
isters about cheap opera seats? 
Again - despite their protesta- 
tions - no. 

So one of the questions being 
debated is the future, if any. for 
the Arts Council itself. This 
most important of quangos cur- 
rently hinds a string of big 
national institutions, including 
the National Theatre. Covent 
Garden, the English National 
Opera and the RSC. It audits 
and tries to set national cultural 
policies. It oversees regional 


arts bodies. Bui shouldn't all 
these functions he carried out 
by ihe minister and his civil ser- 
vants instead? 

The department already 
directly oversees other institu- 
tions, such as the Tjte Gallery. 
And it is hard to see the point 
of a culture minister if he does- 
n’t direct and assess national 
cultural polity. These points 
have not been missed at the 
department. It is unlikely that 
the Arts Council will go in the 
near future, and Lord Gcwries 
job is safe in the short term. But 
1 think it will be severely pruned 
back and perhaps eventually 
closed down. Meanwhile, a 

E roper Ministry of Culture, 
owever named, has the chance 
to start a noisy revolution in the 
funding and support of Britain’s 
cultural life. 

The Sun would hate ii with a 
passion. But cheer-leading and 
enthusing the new cultural 
industries, and their audiences, 
would earn Britain more 
money, change more lives and 
raise the quality of national life 
more than much conventional 
politics - hemmed in. as most 
departments are, by budget 
constraints and the limits of the 
possible. This is cheap, lever- 
aged politics. And if it 
destroyed the idea that this is 
a countiy held together not by 
culture, politics or values hut by 
“heritage" -well, dial would be 
the greatest achievement of all. 


What price public service? 

Rob Brown on the pay of the BBC’s very own fat cats 


/ /r-pitac BBC and the Civil Ser- 
*** I vice are ultimately about 
JL public service ... Competi- 
tion and market-testing are impor- 
tant. but they are not ends in 
themselves." m 

Question: which leftie said that? 
Answer: Douglas Hurd in a lecture 
delivered as 'Foreign Secretary at 
the University of Birmingham on 10 
March. 1995. 

If the broadcasting unions were 
rcallv on the ball, they would be quot- 
ing those words from a leading Tory 
back at the top mandarins of the 
BBC. who are in the process of 
brazenly seeking to justify 
obscene pay increases for __ 
themselves’ by citing the 
salaries of chier executives 
in commercial media 
companies. 

The salary of John But. 
the director general, is 
being raised by IS per cent 
to £554.000 in order, we are 
told, to bring his earnings 
closer into line with those 
of Michael Grade, who 
earned £464.0110 as Chan- 
nel 4's chief executive last 

vear. and Greg Dyke, who 
received £400.000 as chief 
executive of Pearson Television. 

Apparently, the BBC's top brass is 
in the same business as top executives 


mercifully, a sufficient counterforce 
of traditional Conservatives in key 
Cabinet posts who appreciated the 
value of the BBC and were deter- 
mined to protect it from Thatched te 
philistines and bean -counters. When, 
in the aforementioned Birmingham 
speech, Douglas Hurd averred that 
the BBC was “ultimately about pub- 
lic service" he added: “Recognising 
that role is in the mainstream Con- 
servative tradition." 

During his time as Secretary of 
Slate for National Heritage, David 
Mellor also fell into the mainstream 
Conservative tradition. Bin has cred- 


The BBC is not a 
business. John Birt is 
fundamentally not doing 
the same job as Michael 
Grade or Greg Dyke 


ited him with defending the licence 
fee at a crucial juncture in 1992. 

Birt acknowledged, when we spoke 
on Monday, that “wc had many sup- 
riers in the Conservative Party ... 


as Bfo hSnrclf porters mMUmsanw* rany ... 
u choice hut to he in Very powerful forces in the last got- 

the market if we want this institution emntem argued for sustaining the 


BBC." Wc were speaking after he 
and the BBC's chairman, Sr Christo- 
pher Bland, had hosted a press con- 
ference to unveil the latest annual 
report and accounts. 

Neither Hurd nor Mellor - now 
pursuing careers outside Parliament 

views on the BBC bosses’ pay rise. 
» orGrec Dyke. But Hurd surely laid down a guiding 

lh S e BBC principle in suchmatters when be 
- decades of New warned against “tuidenwnmg the 

S R U ig^le"h“ S whole —P* <* P"* ■ 


to remain strong ... The market 
moves and wc have to move with iL 
But the BBC is not a business. And 
it does not have to compete in the 
media marketplace as do commercial 
companies for a simple reason 95 per 
cent ofits£13bn annual programming 


career out of service to the public". 

It may sound terribly naive in 
these still Thatcherite times, but 
many people who have worked for 
the BBC throughout its history have, 
at all levels, done so out of a strong 
sense of commitment to an institution 
that was not market-driven. Some felt 
it was a glorious privilege to work for 
the world's most respected public ser- 
vice broadcaster. And a few idealis- 
tic souls even felt they were doing 
something for their countiy. 

That public service ethos has not 
evaporated entirely, but it is hardly 
bolstered by bosses who are crass and 
insensitive enough to serve 
warning of further 20 per 
cent operational savings 
on the same day as they 
come clean about their 

own salaries going up by 20 
per cent And this is barely 
a week since the BBCs 
22,000 staff accepted a 2.8 
per cent wage rise. Yet the 
new Secretaiy of State for 
' National Heritage, Chris 
Smith, is reported to be 
relaxed about the situa- 
tion. Maybe he’s given up 
tariffing fat cats, after his 
failure to get very for with 
Camelot’s top executives when they 
created their very own lottery win in 
the form of whopping bonuses. 

Smith has sought assurances from 
BBC management that “the com- 
mercial tail isn’t wagging the public 
service dog" Birt has no problem giv- 
ing him such assurances. In his intro- 
duction to the BBCs annual report 
and accounts - submitted to Parlia- 
ment yesterday - he writes: “Later 
this vear, the BBC will celebrate its 
75th' birthday. As we enter the digi- 
tal age, we are determined not to lose 
sight of the principles that have 
guided us over those 75 years." ■ 
Fine words, but there are many on 
Auntie's payroll who wonder how he 
ran possibly square such rhetoric with 
the latest evidence of creeping com- 
merrialisffl in the corporation. 


The last journey of 

Che Guev ara 


T he body of Che Guevara, which 
has now finally been discovered 
beneath the airstrip at the Bolivian 
town of Vallegrande, was buried by a 
Cub an- American agent of the CIA, 
Gustave Vflloldo. who was the head of 
the ClAs “country team" in Bolivia. 
According to the most recent biography 
of Guevara, by the Mexican political 
scientist Jorge Castaneda, ViUoido 
revealed that he had taken part in the 
burial. 

“I buried Che Guevara," he told Cas- 
taneda. “He was not cremated; 1 would 
not have allowed it and 
1 was also opposed to 
aiw mutilation of his 
body." 

General Alfredo 
Ovando, the Bolivian 
commander-in-chief at 
the time, had ordered 
that Guevara’s head 
should be cut off for 
identification purposes. 

Bolivian officers on the 
spot objected, and in 
any case this proved 
inappropriate after an 
attempt had been made 
to make a death mask. 

This operation was so 
bungled that Guevara's 
skin and eyebrows were 
entirely removed, leav- 
ing nothing but raw 
flesh. His Head, so beautiful in the 
photographs, would no longer have 
served its purpose as identification. 

I was there. I met VfllcJdo in Vhlle- 
grande on the day that Guevara was exe- 
cuted at the village of La Higuera, 
Monday 9 October, 1967. He was then 
operating under the pseudonym of 
“Eduardo Gonzalez". R>ur hours after 
the Cuban guerrilla leader was executed, 
his cadaver was brought to Vallegrande 
by helicopter and Vflloldo immediately 
took charge of the proceedings. He trav- 
elled in the back of a small Chevrolet van 
containing Guevara's corpse, and organ- 
ised its deposition in the small laundry 
hut of the focal hospital. There two local 
doctors prepared it for embalming, and 


it was on view to the small group of 
reporters who happened to be in 
Vallegrande 

The following day, Tbesday, the Bol- 
ivian government flew in a plane-load of 
reporters from La Paz, ana the famous 
photograph that went round the world, 
later perceived to be reminiscent of 
Rembrandt’s Anatomy Lesson, was 
taken. 

That night the two doctors carried out 
an autopsy on Guevara’s body, confirm- 
ing for the first time Lhat a bullet had 
gone through his heart. When this news 
leaked out at the end of 
o the week, it became 
| clear that Guevara had 
w been executed. He did 
g not die of his wounds, 
as the Bolivian army 
had at first maintained. 

The attempt to take 
a death mask having 
foiled, the doctors were 
then ordered to cut off 
his hands. These were 
subsequently examined 
by a team of finger- 
print experts from the 
Argentinian police who 
arrived at Vallegrande 
on Saturday 14 Octo- 
ber, bearing Guevara’s 
military service finger- 
prints of 1947. 

A few hours after 
the autopsy, early on the morning of 
Wednesday 11 October, according to the 
evidence of the CIA agent interviewed 
by Jorge Castaneda, he was buried. “I 
took the body," said Viflaldo, “together 
with that of two other guerrillas, in a 
lorry. I was accompanied by a Bolivian 
driver, and a lieutenant who may have 
been called Barrientos. Wc arrived at the 
airfield, and there we buried them. I 
would recognise the spot immediately. 
If they continue looking they will find 
him. They will be able to recognise him 
by the clinical removal of his hands." 

The bod)' found in\fallcgrande has no 
hands. 

Richard Gott 
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Alsthom set for 


Weinstock's legacy and Simpson's blueprint for UK’s premier electronics group 


GEC Today 


GEC-2 


£4bn float in 




Bectrartcs 


GEC shake-up 


Michael Harrison 


n. managing di- 
rector of GEC, yesterday 


Geo: _ 

yesterday un- 
veiled his long-awaited strategic 
overhaul of the group, sig- 
nalling plans to float the pow- 
er engineering joint venture 
GEC Alsthom and use its leg- 
endary cash pile to catapult 
Marconi up the world league of 
defence contractors through a 
series of takeovers and mergers. 

The flotation of GEC Al- 
sthom. co -owned with the 
French electronics giant Alca- 
tel, would take the form of a de- 
merger and would spell the 
end of GEC's strategy of ex- 
pansion through joint ventures, 
pioneered by its former man- 
aging director. Lord We instock. 

GEC Alsthom, which sup- 
plies power stations and rail 
rolling stock such as the Euro- 
star fleet of cross-Channel 
trains, is valued at around £4bn 
and was one of a series of joint 
ventures created in the 1980s as 
a means of making GEC bid- 
proof. 

Under the new slrategy, to be 
implemented over the next 
three to four years, GEC win be 
focused around three busi- 
nesses spearheaded by defence 
electronics while large parts of 
its UK industrial division led by 
the semiconductor business. 
GPS, will be disposed ot 


The other two legs to the 
group will be telecommunica- 
tions, where GEC has a 60 per 
cent stake in the GPT joint ven- 
ture with Siemens of Germany, 
and industrial electronics which 
includes the Picker medical 
imaging business, Gilbarco fuel 
pumps and Videojeu an inkjet 
marking company. 

Despite the scale of the “rad- 
ical change” outlined by Mr 
Simpson, there was some dis- 
appointment the announce- 
ment was not accompanied by 
news of an actual defence merg- 
er and GEC shares fell sharply 
to close 24 Jp lower at 353p. 

The strategic review follows 
sweeping changes in the way the 
group is managed and run and 
a clearout at board level which 
will be completed in the first 
quarter of next year with the ap- 
pointment of a new chairman to 
succeed Lord Prior. 

In defence electronics, the 
prize remains a merger be- 
tween Marconi and Thomson 
CFS of France to create a 
grouping with sales of nearly 
£6bn capable of competing toe- 
to-toe with US behemoths 
Raytheon and Lockheed-Mar- 
tin. 

But Mr Simpson said anoth- 
er possible route forward was 
the much-rumoured domestic 
merger with British Aerospace. 
Other merger or takeover can- 


didates include Siemens De- 
fence and Finmeccanica of 
Italy, which owns Alenia De- 
fence Electronics, although 
GEC stressed yesterday it was 
notin talks to take a controlling 
stake in the-Italian group. 

The expansion of Marconi to 
the point where defence elec- 
tronics accounts for more than 
half annual revenues, which 
amount to £Ubn. will be fi- 
nanced with GEC’s £2bn cash 
pile but Mr Simpson said he 
would be quite prepared to 
take on borrowings to achieve 
his goals. Any surplus capital 
arising from die disposal pro- 
gramme would be returned to 
shareholders, he added. 

There bad been speculation 
that GEC might unravel its 
joint telecoms venture, GPT 1 or 
reduce its controlling stake. 

But Mr Simpson paid tribute 
to the double-digit margins the 
business was achieving and said 
GEC and Siemens had agreed 
to “reposition” the business. 

Announcing his strategic re- 
view. the product of a nine- 
month assessment, Mr Simpson 
paid tribute to the “strong cost 
control culture” that his pre- 
decessor bad imbued in the 
business, and the strong balance 
sheet and solid platform he 
had inherited. 

But he went on: “Despite the 
strength of this opening position 
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and the undoubted solidity of 


the platform, I believe that 
;C ha 


GEC has reached the stage in 
its development when it needs 
to transform itself through a 
process of radical change.” 

Tins, he added, was necessary 
to compete in increasingly 
tough markets, notably in de- 
fence and telecoms where con- 
solidation was rapidly changing 


the competitive environment, 
and secondly to create greater 
value for shareholders. 

Mr Simpson made a pointed 
reference to GEC's balance 
sheet being too strong in the 
eyes of some, noting that its 
snares had outperformed the 
market only four times in the 
past 15 years while earnings per 
share growth had lagged behind 


the market average. It has also 
emerged that Lord Wc instock, 
who now holds the title of 
chairman emeritus, will not 
have any office space when 
GEC moves from its Stanhope 
Gate headquarters in Mayfair 
early next year to new premis- 
es just off Berkeley Square. 

Analysts were split on Mr 
Simpson’s announcement One 


said: “Sometimes it is better to 
travel than to arrive. GEC re- 
vealed more than I’d expected 
but others had obviously ex- 
pected concrete deals and did 
not get them.” Another said he 
was underwhelmed by the re- 
view, adding that the timescale 
for returning shareholder val- 
ue was too long. 

Comment, page 17 


Rate rise imminent as inflation overshoots target 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The pound jumped and share 
prices fell sharply yesterday 
after new figures showed that in- 
flation climbed above the Gov- 
ernment's 15 per cent target last 
month. 

The Bank of England is 
firmly expected to raise inter- 
est rates tomorrow, with yes- 


terday’s disappointing retail 
once news rounding off a 


price news rounding off a series 
of figures suggesting that the 
economy was expanding too 
fast to keep inflation on target 
“The Bank of England can- 
not be happy. The Monetary 
Policy Committee might just 
delay a move until August be- 
cause of the strong pound, but 


inflation is certainly not coming 
down as fast as it should have 
done,” said Ciaran Barr, an 
economist at Deutsche Morgan 
GrenfelL 

Mortgage lenders would be 
likely to match any increase in 
base rates, with a 0.25 per cent 
rise adding £10 to the monthly 
payment on a typical £50,000 re- 
payment mortgage. 

The prospect of a third base 
rate increase in three months 
being announced tomorrow, 
after the end of the committee's 
two-day meeting, took sterling 
three pfennigs higher to 
DM2.97 yesterday. 

It also broke through the 10 
French francs barrier for the 
first time in more than five 
years. 


The FTSE 100 index lost 
more than 52 points to end at 
4,758.5. 

Retail prices excluding mort- 
gage interest payments rose by 
03 per cent during June. This 
took inflation on the Govern- 
ment’s target measure up from 
15 per cent to 17 per cent The 
figures came as a shock as most 
economists had expected target 
inflation to decline. 

A 5 per cent monthly rise in 
seasonal food prices during the 
month and a 0.7 per cent in- 
crease in petrol prices explained 
the overall nse. Vegetable 
prices normally decline m June, 
but wet weather across Europe 
had instead led to higher prices, 
especially for items like cauli- 
flower and tomatoes. 


plied during June took the 
headline inflation rate even 
higher. It climbed from 2.6 per 
cent in May to 2.9 per cent last 
month. 

Although City economists 
are almost unanimous in pre- 
dicting that the Bank of England 
will increase borrowing costs, 
they disagree about whether it 
ought to do so. Some fear that 
the strong pound will prove very 
damaging to exports and in- 
dustry. 

There W3s a warning signal of 
this yesterday in the latest quar- 
terly survey of business -carried 
out just before the Budget - 
from the Engineering Employ- 
ers Federation. 

It reported that new export 


orders were down for the sec- 
ond quarter running, home 
orders bad weakened, output 
growth had slowed sharply and 
hiring of staff had come to a 
halt. 

Alan Armitage, head of eco- 
nomics for the EEF, said: 
“Prospects for the remainder of 
the year will depend crudaliyon 
the level of sterling” 

He warned that not only was 
the strongpoxmd hitting exports 
directly, « was also feeding 
through to lower orders for 
suppliers. 

Simon Briscoe at Nikko 
Europe said there was little sign 
of inflationary danger in yes- 
terday’s retail price figures. 
"Unless you believe that con- 
sumers are spending their build- 


ing society handouts on fruit and 
veg, there is little sign of wind- 
fall-led inflation,” he said. He 
pointed out that inflation in key 
consumer areas - household 
goods and services, and cloth- 
ing and footwear -actually de- 
dined Last month. 

But Michael Dicks at 
Lehman Brothers said: “These 
were worrying figures even if 
there was some good news in 
the detaiL" 

He said the strength of the 
pound so for ought to have re- 
sulted in a bigger drop in in- 
flation, and suggested that 
retailers were taking advan- 
tage of strong demand and a 
higher exchange rate to boost 
their margins. 

The Budget excise duty in- 


creases and higher prices for 
items such as tea and beef will 
tend to increase inflation again 


this month, but the overall pie- 
jtni 


tore will depend on whether 
food p rices revert to a more nor- 
tnal pattern for the time of year. 

Most economists expect the 
target measure of inflation to 
drift: higher in coming months. 

The Bank's Monetary Policy 
Committee, set up by Gordon 
Brown, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, to make the month -to- 
month interest rate decisions 
that will deliver the Govern- 
ment’s inflation target) wffl meet 
this afternoon arm tomorrow 
morning. An announcement of 
its decision is expected before 
midday tomorrow. 

Comment, page 17 


Murdoch 
looks for 
publisher 
partner 


David Usborne 

New York 


potential candidates, attention 
has! 



Rupert Murdoch has signalled 
he ts looking for a possible joint 
venture partner to take a share 
in his HarpciCollins publishing 
subsidiary which is struggling to 
recover from recent losses. 

The manoeuvre comes as ru- 
mours persist of a possible all- 
out sale of the publishing house 
that was formed \n 1989 when 
Mr Murdoch merged the 
British company, WUliani 
Collins & Sons, with US-based 
Harper & Row. 

With much of the US pub- 
lishing industry in the doldrums, 
HarperCoUins reported a loss of 
57m (£4m) for the last fiscal 
quarter that ended cm 31 March. . 
Disappointed by the perfor- # 
raancc, some large shareholders 
in Mr Murdoch’s News Corpo- 
ration have been pressing for a 
quick sale of the publisher. 

Mr Murdoch indicated that 
bis interest in finding a partner 
lor the business was principally 
to “cut out one seL of over- 
heads” by moving to merge 
some of die backroom opera- 
tions such as warehousing and 
printing. 

While he declined to name 


Del 


off 


■ 7# 


; focused quickly on Bantam 
Doubicday Dell* Publishing, 


which is owned by Bertelsmann 
of Germany. Bantam is report- 
ed to have achieved a revenue 
flow last year of dose to S70dm. 

Bertelsmann, the third- 
largest media company in the 
world, has cash to spare and is 
known to be looking for acqui- 
sitions in the US. Other com- 
panies that could be in its sights 
include the giant McGraw-Hill 
as well as publishers Houghton 
Mifflin. 

The tribulations at Harper- 
Collins have recently been 
thrown into the spotlight by rev- 
elations of an abrupt title-prun- 
ing ^wee byAnthea Disney, the 
president of the company since 
April last year. 

Since March, the British- 
born Ms Disney has shaved 
some 100 titles from her list of 
books for publication. 

Ms Disney, who has denied 
she is preparing the company 
for eventual sale, would make 
no specific comment on the tacs 
tics of Mr Murdoch. “Wc know 
that News Corporation has 
been approached about various 
strategic alliances," she said. “At 
the moment there is nothing 
specific on the table and noth- ^ > 
mg is in the offing.” 


Chief executive 
quits Newcastle 


Andrew Yates 


Mark Corbidge. the joint chief 
executive of Newcastle United, 
has left the football club after 
just eight months and only 
three months after it floated on 
the stock market. 

“We didn’t fire him. He did 
a good job but it became ap- 
parent in the lost few months 
that having two chief executives 
was not working. It was an 
arrangement put in place before 
I arrived." said Sir Terence 
Harrison yesterday. Newcastle’s 
non -executive chairman and 
the former chief executive of 
Rolls-Royce. 

Mr Corbidgc will receive a 
pay-off of £400,000. He had al- 
most three years of his contract 
to run under which he was en- 
titled to an annual salary of 
£160,000 and guaranteed bonus 
of £80.000. Mr Corbidgc re- 
ceived a bonus of £300,000 to 
float the company from 
Cameron Hall, the investment 
company that owned Newcastle 
and which is run by Sir John 
HalL the property entrepreneur 


whose son still owns a majority 
stake in the club. 

Mr Cartridge joined the 
group from Newcastle’s brokets, 
btaiWesi. His fellow joint chief 
executive, Freddie Fletcher, 
will take over his job. “Mr Cor- 
bidge helped us float the club 
and was City oriented. Mr 
Fletcher had a general man- 
agement role and looked after 
the soccer business. It was best 
for ail concerned that Mr Cor- 
bidge left." said Sir Terence 
Harrison. Newcastle is likely to 
appoint a new executive direc- 
tor with financial experience to 
the board to replace Mr Corbi- 
dgc within the next few months. 

Newcastle’s derision came 
as no surprise to analysts. “New- 
castle’s corporate governance at 
flotation was seen to be well be- 
low expected levels. The board 
structure always looked unsus- 
tainable,” said Nigel Hawkins, 
football analyst at Yamaichi. 
Another analyst said yesterday. 
“This decision will not upset too 


many people. Cortridge didn't 
go down too well with institu- 


tions and analysts/ 


Triplex Lloyd chief quits 
over foiled bid for Cook 


Sameena Ahmad 


Triplex Lloyd, the engineering 
group, has parted company 
with Graham Lockyer, its chief 
executive of just three years who 
orchestrated Triplex’s failed 
and bruising takeover battle 
for William Cook- 

Analysts said that his depar- 
ture reflected Mr Lockyer's 
failure to secure the £73 m ac- 
quisition, which would have 
turned Triplex into the UK's 
biggest metals castings group 
and increased the group’s earn- 
ings tty 30 per cent. 

Speaking at the group's full 
year results to March, Colin 
Cooke, chairman of Triplex 
said that the bid had cost die 
group £2.lm. 

Triplex threw in the towel in 
February when Andrew Cook, 
chairman, of Williams, trumped 
Triplex's offer with an £80m 
management buy out. 

Though Mr Cooke main- 
tained that Mr Lockyer’s de- 
parture “had nothing to do 


with the bid”, analysts said that 
the departure, which comes 
two weeks after Triplex fired its 
public relations firm Citjgate, 
reflected the damage to 
Triplex’s reputation during the 
bid, particularly leaks to the 
press of confidential informa- 
tion on William Cook which 
led to a takeover panel repri- 
mand. 

One said: “Mr Lockyer en- 
gineered this bid and must be 
responsible for how bitter it be- 
came. He also simply failed to 
nafl Williams. Buying that com- 
pany would have transformed 
Triplex." 

Analysts pointed out that 
Triplex’s chairman had a rep- 
utation for toughness. John 
Foley, chief executive prior to 
Mr Lockyer, departed three 
years ago over a poor profits 
record. 

One analyst said: “Colin has 
a bit of a reputation as a hatch- 
et man. Graham was a lovely 
person and well liked, but be 
wasn't the ideal one to lead ou 


these decisions. It’s probably a 
fair decision to let him go” 

Triplex’s finance director Bob 
Mitchell is assuming the chief 
executive’s role until a re- 
placement is found. 

Mr Cooke said that the group 
would not be making any more 
hostile bids, though with low 
gearing the company had 
around £20m to spend on bolt- 
on acquisitions. 

“I do regret this bid. The cost 
was heavy. It was going to give 
us substantial synergies, and it 
was a very undervalued com- 
pany. But if I could go back I 
would not do it again,” be 
said. 

Though the bid has de- 
pressed Triplex’s share price, 
which fell Ip to I54p yesterday, 
analysts were generally im- 
pressed with the group's frill 
year results and said the group 
look undervalued. 

Full-year profits rose 19 per 
cent to £11 3m with earnings per 
share rising 25 percent to I3p. 

Paul Compton of Merrill 



Colin Cooke, chairman, 
'would not do bid again' 


Lynch said: “It is not many en- 


gineering companies which 
naveiustn 


have just reported a 20 percent 
rise in earnings and have no 
debt which are at half the val- 
ue of the market” 

Mr Cooke said that the 
strength of sterling and in- 
creased costs of pensions post 
the Budget would cost around 
£lm and would slow the rate of 
profits growth over the next 
year. 

“But this is not a warning. We 
will continue to buck the trend 
in the engineering sector. Our 
growth has been very strong.” 
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Dalgety chief 
‘is living on 
borrowed time’ 


Andrew Yates 


Institutional investors in Dalgety 
)th- 


chief executive, Richard 

ier, was living on borrowed 
time after it issued its second 
profits warning in two months. 

Investors in the troubled pet 
food to fertilisers group took 
fright at the latest warning, dri- 
ving the share price down by al- 
most 15 per cent to 225J5p, 
which wiped more than £1 13m 
off its stock market value. 

Some institutional investors 
expressed anger at yesterdays 
trading statement One, who de- 
clined to be named, said: “Just 
when we thought it could not gel 
any worse it has. He [Clothier j 
is living on borrowed time.” 

Mr Clothier, however, ig- 
nored the threats and said he 
had no plans to resign: “I see 
eye-to-eye with the new chair- 
man, Sir Denys Henderson, and 
the finance director. We have 
agreed about our approach and 
now we have got to get on and 
do it l am determined to stay 
and deliver results." 


Dalgety is considering selling 
wedrvisions 


one or more of its five 

as part of an urgent strategic rc 
view . ”1 do not rule out selling 
one or two of our main busi- 
nesses," said Mr Clothier. 

Tlvo of its divisions will un- 
dergo emergency surgery. Ac- 
cording to industry sources, 
Dalgety has plans to make up 
to 700 people redundant at its 
ailing pet food business, about 
a fifth of its workforce. Jobs will 
also be lost at its fertiliser and 
animal feed business. 

Analysts believe the price 
fall will leave the group vul- 
nerable to a takeover bid tty a 
predator which would break up 
the group. “Dalgety's credibil- 


ity is at rock bottom. But things 
could get even worse," an in- 
dustiy analyst yesterday. “A ri- 
val may not be willing to buy 
such damaged goods. But com- 
panies such as Nestle or Heinz 
may be interested in business- 
es such as the pet food division.” 

Dalgety has warned that un- 
dertying profits will foil to around 
£65m this year, compared to an- 
alysts’ forecasts of £80m-£S5m. 

A h ost of exceptional charges, to- 
talling £138m. will plunge the 
group into the red. 

Dalgety’s trading profits in 
the past three months have 
fallen well short oF expectations. 
The chief offender is the pet 
food business, which produces 
the Felix and Wrnalot brands. 
Supply problems and price 
competition from Mars, its chief 
rival which sells Whiskas cat 
food, have resulted in poor 
sales. Dalgety has been forced 
to pul aside £67m to overhaul . 
the business and fond redun- «f 
dancy costs. . ' 

Dalgety's decision to. buy 
Quakers Oats’ European pet 
food business in 1995 has drawn 
criticism from analysts. But Mr 
Clothier is adamant it was the 
correct decision. “It was right for 
us to buy the business and sell 
our consumer businesses such 
as crisps. But I admit our exe- 
cution of the merger has been 
poor,” he said yesterday. ■ 

Dalgety’s agribusiness has- 
also been hit by the wet weath- 
er in June, which reduced de- 
mand for fertilisers. . 

After inspecting the books 
Dalgety’s new finance director, 
Ken Hanna, has decided fa 
provide £58m to cover a write- 
down in the value of some of 
Dalgety’s assets and a clutch of 
businesses that are already up 
for sale. 
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business 


Why Brown needs to rethink corporation tax 


"As a direct result of 
Gordon Brown’s 
Budget measures, we 
are now faced with the 
. prospect of one of the 
most unfair corporate 
taxation systems 
anywhere in Europe’ 


in lam now has the lowest rate ofcorpo- 
'raoon tax of any of oor main competitors, 
W , 31 P** ccnt » thc towesi rare ever 
m t “ e yJK, Gordon Brown proudly an- 
nounced m his Budget speech. That was quite 
a boast for a Labour Chancellor to be able to 

? Bud- 


r ~ s t — “is souuuv ito 

the future with “a modem taxation astern 
based on principle’'. 

Noble thoughts indeed. Unfortunately - 
and for some reason the Chancellor didn’t 
mention this - they don’t quite accord with 
the reality. As a direct result of his Budget 
measures, we are now faced with the prospect 
of one of the most unfair corporate mraripw 
anywhere in Europe, one held 
together with bits of string and Sellotape, and 
one which in parts is so discriminatory that it 
might even hill foul of European law. 

What’s caused the problem is those 
wretched things, tax credits on dividends. By 
abolishing the credits but at the same time 
leavi ng the old con nect ed system of advance 
corporation tax (ACT) in place, the Chan- 
cellor has created a whole raft erf new anom- 


company, has become the latest in a Jocgfine 
to write to the Chancellor warning of dire con- 
sequences if he doesn’t do something to cor- 
rect the position before it cranes fully farm 
force two years hence. In terms that admit- 
tedly seem justa little alarmist, Joe Darby, the 
chief executive, says the very independence 
of Lasmo and many other successful interna- 


tional British companies are put at risk by the 
proposals. 

Actually this doesa'r seem very Elcefy in 
Lasmo’s case, since the net effeci of the mea- 
sures would be to increase its tax bOl by only 
£2^ ayear. Some of tbeotber predicted co^ 
sequences, such as a mass exodus of compa- 
nies to overseas domiciles, also seem exag- 
gerated. The point is reasonably made all the 
same. British companies which don’t earn 
much in the way of profits in the UK stand 
to get taxed twice, once on their earning? over- 
seas, and a second time by way of advance cor- 
poration tax on dividends paid in the UK. 

This is actually the situation that nsed to 
pertain before 1993, when Norman Lamont 
introduced his Foreign Income Dividends 
(Fids) scheme allowing companies Thi,t pay 
their dividends out of overseas eamingg to 
redaim the ACT Now we are about to return 
to the bad old days. 

It would be tempting to view this as just a 
sooo-to-be-corrected oversight by the Trea- 
sury, as some executives da Alreacfy the Gov- 
emment has made dear that the minor as- 
tern protecting overseas companies operating 
in Britain from ACT win be unaffected. Just 
as well, that, otherwise most of the City au gh t 
have uprooted and moved to Frankfurt. But 
axe we really now to have foreign companies 
better treated th an B ritish ones? 

The truth of the matter is that the Chan- 
cellor has got his knickers in an awful wrist 
over this. The reason is not bard to fathom; 
it is the usual one of revenue raising, for the 
abolition of Fids could be worth anything up 


to £5O0m a year to the Treasury, lb disen- 
tangle himself will therefore cost him dear. In 
the interests of fairness, however, he needs to 
address it He’s in danger of introducing an 
excessively complex, random and discrimi- 
natory system of corporation tax. It hardly 
accortb with aJJ those fine words. 

It looks like Year 
Zero for GEC 

/■~\uite what Lord Wemsiock makes of GEC 
V<Mark 2 was being kept under wraps yes- 
terday but, like all dowagers parted from their 
estates, it is a fair bet that he is less than over- 
whelmed by what the youngish) pretender 
George Simpson proposes to do 'rich his in- 
heritance. Not content with tearing up the 
Wanstock fines of management reporting and 
clearing out his boardroom cronies, the new 
managing director of GEC is unpicking the very 
foundations on which the group has been btrilL 
Good God, he is even threatening to give cash 
back to shareholders, unless a better purpose 
is found for the company’s famous cash pile. 

These are the actions of any new recruit 
drafted in to manage the business on behalf 
of shareholders and destroy all vestiges of Che 
oW feudal kingdom. The sense that tins is Year 
Zero for GEC is best symbolised by the depar- 
ture from Stanhope Gate, its headquarters 
from the very earliest Weinsiock days, in 
favour of new premises in another corner of 
Mayfair, where, incidentally, there will be no 
billet for GEC’s chairman emeritus. 


In GEQ Mr Sitqison has inherited one cue 
of a small number of British companies 
which can realistically daim to be wodd class. 
But its track record” demonstrates painfully 
th at joint venturing is not the way to maxinuse 
shar eholder return. GPTJ the telecoms joint 

venture with Siemens, and GEGAlsthom m 

power en gineering, Were Created tO piOtiJCt 
GEC from takeover and compensate for its 
lack of world beating technologies in gas tur- 
bines and telecoms. (Who remembers ^St cm 

X?) Not surprisingly, they have proved lousy 
at maximising shareholder returns. 

So, provided Mr Simpson can persuade tbe 
French to his way of thmkmg, GEC AlShom 
wffl be hived off. GPT “repositioned” and the 

itApryv. Kaaemdcc XXanvwii fumed VD aCOtliSI- 


acience iviarcum uuutu »iu 

tion 'mm a fighting force fit ro take on the ^anks. 
TaUring strategy is the easy bn. Delivering is 
another. Most rnterestingwfflbe to see how Mr 
Simpson feres with Marconi- He would Jove to 
many it to Thomson CSF of France, or an 
American d^fano* eketrotnes company. Unfor- 
tunately French political chauvinism and Pen- 
tagon black programmes bar his way- Wbai 
about G EC’s aid flame of British Aerospace? 
Here again Labour’s dislike of mergers may 
block his path. As his predecessor could no 
doubt ieB fern, af HET there are no quick fixes. 

Hoeraer faces a tough 
task at Burton 

nother retail conglomerate is biting the 
lust Storehouse is a slimmed down 


A3 


sha^w of its bloated 1980s self. Sears is all 
set for break-up. Now Button is going the same 
way- A genuine strategy for building share- 
holder value? Or just another manoeuvre to 
dBtracL attention from the group’s unde dy- 
ing weaknesses? 

In Burton’s case, there was never much 
logic toSir Ralph Halpern’s numbering cre- 
ation. The similarity between department 
slo if s street fashion chains are few 

and far h: tween, 3s Sears has found. The prob- 
lem with Burton has been that one of its two 
divisions always seems to have dragged thc 
rest drwn. Wien Sir Ralph pulled off the 
Debcnhams deal in 1985, it was Dcbenhams 
itself that was crumbling. Now it is the other 
way round. 

John Hnerner may, as a consequence, be 
doing the right thing here. Analysts arc pen- 
cil img-in a value of lOOp per ’share for a 
standalone Debcnhams and 5Qp for the 
multiples, which is quite a premium to yes- 
terday’s close of 125.5p. Some number- 
crunchers arc even talking about the two 
businesses being worth a combined £23bn. 
against £1.8bn now. 

Maybe. Certainly it is a relief that Mr 
Hoemer is taking on the more difficult of ibe 
two management tasks, the multiples. For all 
the talk of fancy valuations, the amiable 
Nebraskan will have to work a special kind of 
magic on a group of chain stores that that 
combine poor margins, relatively weak brands 
and high costs. Cutting the latter may be easy. 
Building the other two will be a good deal 
tougher. 


Debenhams to be spun 
off as Burton regroups 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Burton Group is to become the 
latest conglomerate to take the 
demerger route by spinning off 
its Debenhams department 
store business into a separately 
quoted company. Buxton said 
the demerger would create 
shareholder value, reduce costs 
and allow management to de- 
vote more attention to die mul- 
tiples businesses which include 
Burton Menswear. Dorothy 
Perkins, Evans, fop Shop and 
Principles. The demerger will 
take place next March subject 
to shareholder approval. 

The multiples businesses will 
be grouped together in a new 
company under a new name . 
which hasyer io be decided. It 
wffl be led by John Hoemer, the 
group chief executive. Deben- 
hams wffl be runty Ttory Green, 
its current chief executive. 

The demerger will mean the 
disappearance of the Burton 
name as a corporate entity 
nearly 100 years after Montague 
Burton set up his fits! men’s tai- 
loring shop in Chesterfield in 
1900. It also sees the break-up 
of (he group developed in a 
headlong dam for growth in the 
1980s by Sir Ralph Halpem, the 
“five times a night” chairman, 
whose personal life became the 
stuff of tabloid newspapers. 

Mr Hoemer yesterday denied 
that the company was simply 
following the demerger fad • 
which has seen companies like 
Thom-EML Hanson and Sears, 
take similar action. 

“We looked at a demerger in 
1994 but decided that the mul- 
tiples business was not suffi- 
ciently well developed. Since 
(here the profits have improved 
by £80m, the debts are down 



John Hoemer: Will not 
mourn the end of Burton 

and this seemed like tbe next 
logical step.” 

He added; “In our view tbe 
company was undervalued. It 
just seemed like the tight time 
to do it- The way we look at it 
the market doesn’t fairly rate 
the Burton group as it is.” 

Though Burton shares have 
recovered since Mr Hoemer 
took over as chief executive in 
1992, they have been trading 


dose to their 12-month low in 
recent weeks. Yesterday the 
shares jumped 10.5p to 125 -5p. 

City analysts were divided on 
the merits of the move. Nick 
Bubb, of Socidtd Generate 
Strauss Throb kD said: “It’s very 
good news. Tbe central issue 
with Burton has been that the 
value and growth of Debenhams 
has been rather buried inside 
the group.” 

He said a separately quoted 
Debenhams could be worth 
around 80p per share while 
the multiples business could be 
worth around 50p. However. 
John Richards at NatWest Se- 
curities questioned whether a 
demerger was reaDy necessary 
to cut costs and develop a more 
flexible management aructure. 

Tbe demerger is likely to 
mean job cuts and a significant 
reduction in Burton's £lbn cost 
base. Around 3,000 of the 
group's 43,000 employees work 
at the head office. One early 
departure is Stuart Rose, the 
chief executive of tbe Burton 
Menswear, Dorothy Perkins 
and Evans subsidiaries. 


Burton through the years 


300- 


© 1900-Montague Burton, a 
Lithuanian immigrant, sets up his 
first shop in Chesterfield 
©By the 1940s there are 600 Baton aso 
shops styled 4s "ttie-Hor of taste". 

© 1952-Mofrtague Burton dies. 

• 1561-Ralphrapem, 23. joins 
BurtoftkiUeds _. 

©1S7Wa^Halp8ml»«)mestifcf 
v executive. 


store price, pence 






The company declined to 
specify the number of redun- 
dancies, the level of cost savings 
or the likely costs of the de- 
merger. “We are only at the be- 
ginning of this process,” Mr 
Hoemer said. 

The financial de tails of the 
demerger have yet to be de- 
cided However, it is expected 
that existing shareholders will 
be given one share in each of the 
two companies. Qmrendy, there 
are 92 branches of Debenhams 
and 25 concessions. These 
recorded a profit of £I03m on 
sales of £988m last year. There 
are 1,369 multiples and 117 con- 
cessions. These recorded a 
profit of £5 9m on sales offlbn. 

Mr Hoemer, who will main- 
tain his £lm a year salary in his 
new position, said the portfolio 
of the Multiples would be re- 
jigged- “The new structure 
means that if I want to open 50 
more branches of Racing Green 
by taking 10 from Dorothy 
Beikins and so on, then I can.” 

He said he would not mourn 
the passing of Burton as a cor- 
porate entify. ’Absokrtefynot. As 
far as Tm concerned, the Burton 
group is not something I have a 
great deal of affection for.” 

Even so, the decision to de- 
merge the company marks tbe 
end of yet another retail con- 
gfomeraie, with Sears set to de- 
merge its Selfridges next year. 
It afro marks the end of the 
grand creation of Sir Ralph 
Halpem, whose reign as duef 
executive in the 1980s came to 
symbolise the entrepreneurial 
glamour of the Thatcherite era. 

Sir Ralph was a former Sel- 
fridges trainee whose parents 
lost their fortune when tbey fled 
Austria to escape the Nazi 
regime. Under his tenure. Bur- 
ton expanded rapidly to in- 


dude not just Burtoa Menswear 
and fop Shop but Dorothy 
Perkins, Principles and, in his 
biggest deal. Del 
1 


deal, Debenhams in 


Conducted in controversial 
circumstances, Sir Ralph sealed 
the £5 70m deal by securing the 
backing of Gerald Ronson 
whose Heron group held a ma- 
jor stake. Through the Deben- 
hams acquisition. Burton even 
once owned Harvey Nichols. 

While the company grew. Sir 
Ralph led the life of the exec- 
utive playboy, with a £lm a year 
salary, fast cars and organ 
sessions (he had a Yamaha 
synthesiser in the basement). 
His name became legend when 
he was linked with the young 
model Fiona Wright and the 
“five times a mgbt” headline was 
bom. 



An Eighties legend; Sir Ralph Halpem (second from left) who kept Burton in the headlines 
with its rapid growth and his playboy lifestyle Photograph: Dave Bennet/Alpha 


Woolwich members lose 
out in first share auction 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Former Woolwich members 
who opted to cash in theirwind- 
fail shares immediately look 
certain to raise much less than 
if they had asked for ashare cer- 
tificate and sold in the market 
on Monday. _ 

The first auction that will 
determine how much they re- 
ceive for their shares produced 
a disappointing average price on 
Monday night 
Thc first auction of unwanted 
Woolwich shares to pension 
funds and other institutional 
investors resulted in a fower- 
ihan-expected average price of 
H5.J5p. well below tbe 373 -5p 


the shares reached in first 
dealings. 

Tbe actual price immediate 
sellers will receive will be the av- 
erage of Monday night's price 
and those achieved in three fur- 
ther sales this week. 

The announcement of the 
price sent Woolwich shares 
sharply lower, dragging the rest 
of the previously high-flying 
banking sector down as well. 
Having fallen from their early 
high to Monday’s dose of 334p, 
the shares tumbled again yes- 
terday to dose at 30lp. 

Abbey National shares fell 
from 876,5p to 845,5p. while 
NatWest tumbled from 881p to 
843Jp. Recent flotations fared 
bettervrith Alliance & Leicester 


down just 0.5p to 613p and the 
Halifax 8p lower at 76L5p. 

Tbe poor showing by Wool- 
wich yesterday was no surprise 
to analysts, who have warned 
that the shares are overpriced 
even by the standards of the 
banks sector, which has soared 
more than 35 per cent this year. 

One analyst said: “We don’t 
see any short-term support 
above about 270p, but having 
said that, bid rumours will 
persist-” 

Woolwich is widely seen as a 
likely bid target with its heavy 
exposure to the booming South- 
east housing market. 

At 3I5p. the average windfall 
of 657 shares would be worth 
just over £2,000. 


OECD lukewarm on job policies 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Tin; Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Develop- 
ment gave a lukewarm assess- 
ment of the GovernmenrsjObs 
policies yesterday. 

In its annual Employment 
Outlook it backed the UK’s new 
emphasis on improving educa- 
tion and skills. But the organi- 
sation, a fan of t he jobs market 
deregulation, singled out tbe 
flexibility of the UK’s labour 
market for praise. 


The report predicted this 
meant UK unemployment 
would faB ro 5.6 percent on the 
internationally accepted defin- 
ition next year, one of the low- 
est jobless rates among the 29 
member countries. By contrast, 
it expected German mid French 
unemployment rates to fen very 
little from their current heights. 

The report admitted: “Many 
workers are trapped ina qrcfe 
of low pay and no pay ” 

But it warned there was 
“scant” evidence that either si- 
minimum wage or extended 


top-up benefits for the low 
paid, both of which the Labour 
government plans to introduce, 
would improve work incentives 
and relieve poverty. 

The Budget is tifllikefy to do 

much to reduce unemployment, 
. according to a separate report 
. published fay the Councfl Of 
Churches yesterday- It con- 
cluded that providing good 
quality work for all who wani- 
■ ed it would require a much big- 
ger increase in public spending 
than the schemes financed by 
the windfefl tax. 


German 
jobless 
rate rises 


lime Karacs 

Bonn 


Unemployment in Germany 
rose again slightly in June, 
dashing hopes of a long-await- 
ed improvement in summer. 
Figures released by the Feder- 
al Labour Office showed a rise 
of 11,000 to a seasonally ad- 
justed 437 million, or 11.4 per 
cent of the working population. 


Disappointed officials sought 
solace in the finding that all the 
jobs were lost in the former East 
Germany. In the west, season- 
ally adjusted unemployment 
feu by 1,000 to 3,041 million. 

“We are seeing signs of sta- 
bility particularly in West Ger- 
many.” said the Labour Office. 
“Economic improvement is 
progressing, but there is still no 
turnaround in the jobs market” 

The disastrous state of the 
construction sector was blamed 
for tbe disappearance of jobs in 
the east. Tax changes atthe be- 
ginning of the year have hh the 
buflding industry hard, and tbe 
slowdown in post-unification 
projects has cost a large num- 
ber of jobs. G«s in tbe budget 
of make-work schemes have 
brought some previously hidden 
unemployed into the statistics. 

Officials expect the labour 
market to sragnate through the 
summer and hope for an im- 
provement in September. 


MJN 233 M 


The Ultimate 233MHz MMT System 


MJN’s 233M sets a new standard 
for high performance 233MHz 
MMX™ multimedia systems at a 
truly sensational price of just 

£1249 + VAT. 


MJN233M 

° In®!* Peraium* 233MHz 

proces so r vffft MMX* Technology 

0 512K pipetne buret L2 cache 

» 32Mb EDO RAM; expandable to 
128MD 

» 3.2Gb enhanced IDE hard Owe 

■ 33.6 V34+ votcQrtaxrtntemet 
modem 

° 15" SVGA D28dp N1 screen (17* 
optional! 

• AH Rage 9 3D ffaptucs with 4Mb 
Video RAM 

• IB Mar CD-ROM drae 

> Creative Labs SoundBlaster 32 
hardware WanetaMe soundcard 

• Premium quJdefxrt speaker 
system mwa actefgar 

« Midi tower system untt 
(3&A2xl7 an) with local of 7 
dnva bays 

» utef* 430 advanced plug Yi pfy 
ettpsm vwm Hash BIOS, Yr 2000 
compliant. 2 serial ports, parallel 
port and {pmes port. 

0 3.5* 1.44Mb floppy (*we 

» 105 Wtndmw 95 keyboard and 
PSf2 mouse 

■ Microsoft Mndows 95 

9 Lotus Smansuite 97 





Offer end date 25th July 



Key Performance Features 


233MHz MMX™ Processor 

Tbe new injaf* Permum' 233MHz Procsssor with KMX" 
technology is the fastest Pentvm MMX processor 
M&tee tram inta and best suited to nuomerfa use. 
(Pentium Pro or Pentium II systems are presently 
more suited to Oustnees was and work pest »rtUi 
Windows NT). 

3.2Gb EIDE Hard Disk 

Hlg)t performance enhanced IDE hard dsx provides superb 
performance and plenty of saxage capaoty. 

ATI 4Mb 3D Graphics 

ATI b the leader *1 performance napWts am me 
superb Rage 0 3D sapnes accebrator wflti AMD 
o&ocxefl gaphfcs VWeo RAM pete the teJest 
perfor ma nce we hove ever seen together mtti tuft- screen 
tuB-maaon MPEG v*deo. 

SoundBlaster 32 Wavatable 

Genwrw Creative Late SoundBlaster 32 hann*ere WaseraMe 
soundcard provides Ore best sound for an you- mufomedte 
apetcaupne and ts for supener lo ftandwd 16- bit cams. 


321Mb EDO RAM 

32Mp s nour regarded as the standard lor m&i performance 
muMmeoia. You shoiid not consider aretNng less. 

15" or 17” Nl Screens 

Superb quality 0.28dp 15’ M OGffim screen yretong upco 
1290 * 1024 rese&mon a included as standard to mate the 
rradmum rf the ATI gaphies system. Optional larger 17* 
screen mods* also AedaUa. 

33.6 SVD Voice Modem 

mgr performance 33.9 V34 + modem usmg ffexfotef 
Advanced Simultaneous Voice ano Data ctspset proudes Ml 
tax. data, mtamet and voice marl tacMes uam onswerotone. 
Other 233MH? systems do not induces such a ivffi 
speerftatian modem os Stamford. 

brief Chipset Motherboard 

Advanced Met 430 Ovpses with 512X {wpdme Post cache 
prowfas the Kieal performance pfottotm. A 166MMX version 
of this system was the boast 166UMX nwv tasted By PC 
Direct Ma&ane [Current August issue pages 95-100. 
Aiiataae on newsstands note;. 


£ J 
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VAT 
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Indudfoe VAT 


Modal; 571 

IT - arrann wruftTt 

+ VAT £2643.83 he VAT 

Uoctet 572 

Printer Option 

Epson Stftia c&cp 200 720 X720 dp 
mfac pflrter £129 +VAT - £15L58 
foe. VAT {select rajuftoti cable opDon). 


HJN-TIkAmi* 

WflKOgPC 

HambcMm 


MJN Mifiemniiii Models 

HUN Miterrtwn models are only £99 +VAT = £1Z&33 
Ine. VAT extra and mdude Joystick Microphone ana owr 
16 CO muttmecte odes mduttmg 5 ttties desipied tor 
MMC tecftnoto&. The best collection of tasure ana 
educatio na l software! Model 15*: 573 Modal 17^. 574 



MJN INTEREST FREE OPTION 
BUY NOW PAY LATER 

Only on Millennium models 
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Manufacturers retreat in the face of rate rise fears 


prospect of higher interest 
rates rattled equities. They 
fell for the third day running 
: as the stock market braced it- 
self for an increase, perhaps by 
as much as half of a percent- 
age point, tomorrow. 

Once again it was the rem- 
B^nls of Britain's industrial 
“tight which suffered the ham- 
mer blows. Most of the man- 
ufacturing groups still in 
Footsie were hit and produc- 
ers accounted for more than 
half of the heaviest fullers in the 
supporting FTSE 250 index. 

Engineers and the rest had 
to contend with yet another 
stonning, profits-sapping dis- 
play by sterling on the foreign 
exchange market Higher in- 
terest rates are likely to increase 
their agony. Yet the stronger- 
than-expected June inflation 
figures merely strengthen the 
case for dearer money. 

General Electric Co led the 
retreat, although most of its 
24-5p fall to353p reflected dis- 


appointment its reshaping 
moves were not as dear cat as 
hoped. Others suffering the di- 
rect impact of sterling included 
n off 19p to 456 Jp, Weir. 15p 
to 221 -5p. and GJyuwed In- 
ternational. 9Jp to 211p. 

Footsie ended down 52.2 
points at 4,758-5 with the sup- 
porting indices ala? weak. 

Superstores was one of the 
few sectors to make headway. 
Asda rose 175p to l37-5p; 
Safeway 7_5p to 375p; J Sains- 
boiy 8ip to 388p and Tfesco 8p 
to 4083p. 

BZW created the interest Its 
analyst, Bruce Hubbard, said 
food retailers were relative 
Budget winners, faring better 
than the market as a whole. 
Burton, on its demerger, 
gained 105p to I25_25p. 

Financials bad an indifferent 
session, weighed down by the 
collapse of Wbohricb. off 33p 
at 301 p. The shares touched 
373 Jp in first time dealings. 

The Woolwich derision to 
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auction shares after the market 
has dosed dearly gives insti- 
tutions an irresistible chance to 
dampen exuberance and the 
price ibev then offer. 

Abbey" National softened 
31 p to 845.5p-. Prudential Cor- 
poration 173p to 6054*p and 
National Westminster Ba nk 
37J5p to 843-5p. 

There were some intriguing 
trades in Cater Allen, the fi- 
nancial group which has at- 
tracted an agreed Abbey bid. 
Deals went through at a little 
below the bid price: indicating 
Abbey buying, or. just possibly, 
a counter bidder was prepar- 
ing for action. 

Rovat Bank of Scotland 
eased 6.5p to 6l5.5p; Tiger 


Management, a New York 
fund manager, has lifted its 
slake to 5 per cent. It has ac- 
quired 2 per cent of the capi- 
tal since February. 

Las mo flared 10p to 277 Jp 
after chief executive Joe Dar- 
by warned the abolition of 
foreign income dividends 
would leave Britain’s interna- 
tional groups “sitting targets’' 
for overseas predators. 

Cairn Energy rose 5p to 
4S4.5p: Society Generate 
Strauss Turnbull said the recent 
25 per cent fall provided a buy- 
ing opportunity. Shell fell !7p 
to 426.5p with US securities 
house Bear Stearns said tube 
negative. 

SmithKfine Beecham and 


Zeneca shaded as NatWest Se- 
curities was thought to have low- 
ered profits estimates. It cut SB 
figures from £l-74baw£l-66bn 

gnrf from £2bn to £I.95bn and 
Zeneca from £1.15bn to 
£1.1 Ibn and from £135hn to 
£L3Iba. SB fell IAp to U6S5p 
and Zeneca 11.5p to 2,Q20p. 

BT lost 8p to 4S3-5p. 
Lehman Brothers cut its fore- 
cast but thinks the shares will 
outperform. 

BSkyB's retreat continued, 
off a further lip at 428-5p. 

Various trading warnings 
took their toll. Dalgety. the pet 
food group, fell a further 39p 
to 22l5p after producing its 
second negative statement in 
three months. Among others 
sounding warnings was Ren- 
bhxw. an electronics group, off 
615p to 280p. It said profits 
would be down around £4.5m 
because uf sterling. 

Warnings also hit Gresham 
Computing &5p to 36p and Tie 

Rack 2p to 144p. 


Warnford Investments, a 
low-profile property group, 
hardened 22p to 25up as rival 
Stoftshuiy acquired a 1(132 per 
cent from Co-operative In- 
surance. Engineer Norman 
Hay jumped 8p to 36.5p: the 
company said its Heathrow 
site had been cleared for re- 
development by the Environ- 
ment Agency and the property 
would be sold. 

Hacuoceli. the 


healthcare group, held at 
3.25p; chairman Brian Long 
picked up 200,000 shares, lift- 
ing his stake to 43 per cent. 
The company has launched a 
German range of wound treat- 
ment products. 

On Ofcc Display IT. the In- 
ternet financial information 
jp. slumped 50p to 31Gp; 
‘tares have come down 
from 810p. Another Of ex com- 
pany, Aberdeen Steak Houses, 
held at 693p after reporting 
year’s profits down from £23m 
to £227.000. 


Taking Stock 


QVfalch International Greet- 
ings. The supplier of own- 
label gift wrap and greeting 
cards intends to adopt a _ 
higher profile. After a qntel 
sprit on AIM it is thinking of 
a faff listing and planning 
acquisitions. Profits in the 
year ended March jumped 58 
percent to £5. 1 m and the 
company's stockbroker Nril- 
soa Cobboki. is looking for 
£5.9m this year. The shares 
rose fOp to285p; they were 
floated at ihe equivalent of 
I5©p hi November, 1995. 

OAHfamcr Resources, a com- 
pany with an erratic record, 
has attracted glowing com* 
meats from stockbroker 
Williams de Bros. . 

Its share price target is 
50 jr they are now 31^p. 
Alliance, a US oil and gas 
business, has been reshaped 
and achieved new backers, 
including Bank of America, 
Its assets are put at 77p. 
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business 


Regional brewers replenish profits 


T^SSfiS The Investment Column messms 

mginto then- pints. The four laxeest 

MM\ab1 — a . 6* 01 


wsnaasra 

.Dudtar, Greene King and \£ux, have 
au underperformed the stock market 
by a least a third. 

The reasons are easy to understand, 
freeing has become consolidated in 
fewr and fewer hands. A series of 
Kuceovcp and mergers has left the four 
biggest brewers controlling more than 

80 Pf 1 of the market But the beer 
market Bin decline. The Jaroerplayeis 

have responded by cutting prices, 
squeezing the regionals in the process. 

If that was not bad enough, demand 
for cask ales, the staple fere of the local 
brewer, has fallen sharply in recent 
years. Cask ale volumes slumped 12 per 
cent last year. They are being replaced 
by new, smooth, creamy nitrokegbeere. 

Bur this market is already dominated 
by leading brands such as Caffreys and 
John Smith’s. The regional brands 
have tried to 
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recently announced disappointing 
results, will probably continue to 
struggle. But most of the larger 
regionals typically trade at a discount 
of at least 25 per cent to the market. 

They deserve a re-rating. 

Bespak is looking 
to the future 

P eter Cbambre, chief executive of 

Bespak, isn’t wasting any time, spent. The group is’ already so 
Since joining the asthma inhaler manufacturer of Glaso's dry powd 
and valve ma n u fac t u rer in 1994, Mr • inhaler and will spend around half tl 
Chambre has mopped up some nasty 
messes left by the old management, 
notably a potentially crippling contract 
with ML Laboratories, and has 
brought Tenax, the ill-judged US 



profit. 

sfied that recovery is 
Mr Chambre is now looking forward. 
Accompanying its foil year results, the 
group announced a substantial in- 
vestment programme over the next 
three years to boost its manufactur- 
ing capacity, prepare for the required 
change to ozone-friendly inhalers by 


Pre-tax profits (£m) 


20.1 
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met with mixed results. 

White the market has focused on flat 

beer profits, the real engine for growth 
will come from the brewers* burgeon- 
ing pub estates. Admittedly, the 
regionals were slow to tap into the 
i of the so-called theme 
i are replacing the traditional 
i boozer. But they are fast catch- 
ing up with the main brewers. Greene 
King, which recently bought the Magic 
Pub chain, and Marston’s, the new 
owner erf the Richer and Piano outlets, 
are rolling out new brands with a 
passion. Others are following suit. 

The regional brewers are also pump- 
ing more cash into tbeir long-neglected 
tenanted pub estates. 

This pub investment is typically 
yielding returns of over 20 per cent. 

And the demand for new venues shows 
no signs of slowing. A strong economy 
and the growing trend for punters to 
eat pub grub while supping a pint 
should continue to bolster regional 
brewers’ earnings. 

Mars ton’s is a case in point Man- 
aging director David Gordon admits he 
paid a hefty price for the Pitcher and 
Piano chain last year, but the aim was 
to acquire a pub concept that could be 
rolled out across the country. Profits 
rose 8 per cent to £29-5m for the year 
to March and Panmure Gordon fore- 
casts the expansion of the Pitcher and 
Piano brand should push current-year 
profits up to £34m, putting the shares 
on 10 times earning. 

Some of titdry brewers with poor jnib 
estates, such as Gibbs Mew, which 


the year 2000 and broaden into new 
drug delivery areas. 

This win not be cheap. Mr Gbam- 
bre expects to increase capital spend- 
ing from the current £5zn to. around 
f 13m in the current year and around 
£ 10 m in each of the next two years. 

Research and development spend- 
ing will also rise from the current 2-3 
per cent of sales to around 4 per cent 
as the group investigates new areas 
of drug delivery such as intranasal 
devices. 

However the money will be well 

sole 
!er 

inhaler and will spend around half the 
extra capital increasing capacity in the 
UK To satisfy demand. The Glaxo con- 
tract helped 

Bespak grew UK profits by 27 per 
cent to £9.6m in the year to May. Total 
profits, excluding exceptionajs, rose 
26 per cent to film. 

The rest will go on new plant and 
equipment to help customers which 
use its inhaler valves in aerosol sprays 
to switch to ozone-friendly HFA pro- 
pellants, something that will be com- 
pulsory by the year 2000 . 

While there will be a short-term 
canuibalisation of aerosol valve sales, 
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Market va toe: £250m, share price 277-5p (+7) 
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re tarns 
,aler valve 
market, particularly in the US, where 
the group already supplies all five 
companies selling generic asthma 
drugs. 

Analysts have edged forward 1998 
profit forecasts to around £29.6m. On 
an unchanged share price of 5S7J5p, 
the group's shares are on a forward 
p/e ratio of 17. Still good value. 

Overseas buyers 
boost Savills 

S avins’ strength in the London mar- 
ket meant il had a stonkingly good 
1997. London residential property 
prices have risen by a staggering 25 per 
cent over the past year with the capi- 
tal’s commercial sector prices enjoy- 
ing around 10 per cent growth. Happuy 
for Savills, three-quarters of its resi- 
dential portfolio and half of its com- 
mercial property is London-based. 

Strong demand from expatriates 
and overseas buyers, especially Chinese 
from Hong Kong and Singapore, 
helped push the group's profits ahead 
by 84 per cent to a record £7.6m for 
the year to April. 

Business is also pretty good in the 
Docklands area, where Savuls made al- 
most a fifth of its total sales and prices 
increased by over 20 per cent. Turnover 
rose 37 percent to£54.8m with mar- 
gin on sates increasing from 95 per cent 
to 13.0 per cent. 

The number of deals transacted in 
the commercial and residential agen- 
cies each rose by 60 per cent Savills’ 
land and property division grew prof- 
it by 84 per cent to £4.4m on a turnover 
of £35.1 m. The commercial division did 
even better, more than doubling prof- 
it to £2.9m on turnover of £ 18.7m. The 
small but growing financial services di- 
vision made £549,000, an increase of 
almost 50 per cent 
The new year has started strongly 
and the chairman of Savills, Richard 
Jewsou, does not believe Budget 
changes to stamp duty and mortgage 
tax relief will dampen enthusiasm m 
the London property market. Mortgage 
broking and insurance services will be 
introduced in the autumn. 

These results comfortably beat 
house broker Hoare Govett’s forecasts 
for this year and next The group's 
shares have come a long way from the 
low of 45p in 1995. They rose 5.5p to 
117.5p yesterday, putting them cm a 
prospective multiple of around 10 . 
Cheap given good prospects for the 
property cycles 


Amstrad set to appeal 
against Seagate award 


Clifford German 


Amstrad dawned yesterday that 
the High Court had miscalcu- 
lated how much interest the 
company was owed from its 
long-running legal action 
against Seagate of the US, and 
said it would lodge an immedi- 
ate appeal against the £28m it 
was awarded. 

The interest award comes 
on top of £57 3m damages that 
Amstrad won in May after the 
High Court agreed that Seagate 
had supplied the company with 
faulty hard disc drives which 
lead to the failure of Amstrad’s 
PC2386 office computer. 

Amstrad, chaired by Alan 
Sugar, had originally claimed 
damages off 110 m plus interest 
for the loss of prom, on actual 
and potential sales of the 
PC2386 in 1990 and 1991, phis 

the cost of buying new hard disc 
controllers to replace the orig- 
inal equipment which Seagate 
had wrongly blamed for the 
failure of the disc drives. 


Seagate was also Warned by 
Amstrad for ihe failure otits bid 
to enter the office computer 
market, and the subsequent 
collapse of customer confi- 
dence in its computer products. 

A spokesman for Amstrad 
said yesterday that the company 
believed the revised damages to- 
tal, including interest rolled up 
since 19S9, should be at least 
£95tn. It will now go back to 
court claiming that the way in 
winch the interest and tax lia- 
bilities were calculated was in- 
correct. Seagate has also been 
granted leave to appeal the de- 
rision, which could result in the 
legal fight rumbling on for an- 
other couple of years. 

Lawyers acting for Amstrad 
in the UK and US will decide 
within the next few weeks 
whether to proceed with a 
separate action for punitive 
damages against Seagate in 
America. If this case goes 
ahead, Amstrad win allege that 
Seagate’s actions in supplying 
faulty equipment and failure to 


admit liability constitutes fraud, 
for which the courts can award 
punitive damages of up to four 
times the commercial costs. 

Amstrad is also taking 
proceedings in the superior 
court in Orange County, 
California against Western 
Digital, another US supplier of 
hard disc drives. The company 
alleges the disc drives were 
also faulty, and is claiming 
damages of £70m. 

The eventual proceeds of 
the law-suits could be worth up 
to lOOp-a-share to holders of 
Amsrrad’s 116 million shares, 
which gained L5p to 286p yes- 
terday. Last month sharehold- 
ers approved plans to break 
Amstrad up and offer holders 
a mixture of shares in Betacom, 
its existing quoted subsidiary; 
Viglen, a newly quoted company 
which would carry on the per- 
sonal computers business, plus 
a loan note worth 163p a share. 
Shareholders would also retain 
the right to the proceeds of the 
legal settlements. 


IN BRIEF 


• frogman Estates is baying Axa Equity & Law Life’s portfolio 
of 109 properties for £922m. The properties generate an annual 
rental income of £9m. Frogmore will retain nine properties as in- 
vestments and seD the rest over the nest two years. Frogmore will 
raise £25m via a vendor placing of 4.5 9 million new ordinary shares 
and finance the balance from bank facilities. 1 1 also has the exclusive 
right for the next few months to negotiate to buy another 56 prop- 
erties, with an annual rental income of £5.9m, for up to £ 6 um. 

• Shares in Renistaaw dived from 342J5p to 280p after the elec- 
tronic equipment group warned pre-tax profits for the year to 30 
June were expected to fall to £17.5 m, compared with £20. 1m for 
the previous year, as a result of the strength of the pound. Sales 
for foe year were £81-3m, a 6 per cent rise. Sales would have been 
up 14 per cent and profits £4 Jm high er if exchange rates had re- 
mained at a similar level through the year. 

• Lincoln Independent, the financial advisers, has been fined 
£75,000 and ordered to pay £10,000 costs by the Personal 
Investment Authority for failing to dear up its personalpenstem 
nusrsefling cases according to the regulator’s guidelines. The prob- 
lems at surfaced after an inspection visit by foe regulator's pensions 
monitoring team. The company, formerly called Laurentian In- 
dependent Financial Planning, was taken overby Lincoln in 1995. 

• Crown Products Group will show a substantial loss in the first 
half of 1997. It added that an expected return to profit in the second 
half would not outweigh foe loss. Among measures being taken, 
foe company has made an unspecified number of redundancies 
at Hunkdtwy, the domestic gift subsidiary. Plexus, the group's play- 
ground equipment business will be sola 

• Scottish Power has appointed Mike Kinski as chief executive 
of power distribution and water operations with overall respon- 
sibility for Southern Water, Manweb and Power Systems. Finance 
director Ian Russell will become chairman of Scottish Telecom. 


Life’s a gas for former defence minister 
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Michael Portillo has got a new job at 
Kerr McGee, the giant American ofl 
company based in Oklahoma, I bear. 
Senor Portillo has bagged a “senior 
management position in the explo- 
ration department” because, accord- 
ing to a source dose to the company, 
foe former defence minister is “an ex- 

pe OiSe»- Mr Portillo worked for 
Kerr McGee in foe 1980s. His new 
job gives him resptmsbfljiy for in- 
ternational business development. 

Hang on a minute. How does this 

5 ouare with Mr Portflto’s oft-reported 

Ss this week that “I have politics 
in my Wood - 1 want to get back to 

help Hague”? . 

He can’t stand for election and 
prospect for gas in Alaska at foe same 
fone!or can he? It would certainly 
mak e a change from his currtot job as 
Mrt-tiroe commentator for a TV se- 
ries on English country houses. 

Sunday Business is about to be sold 
and could very well cad up backm 
the hands of its original founders. 

_ — * -•*- - — qnri Anil fthmruL 
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Since its launch 16 months ago the 
paper has gone through a number of 
SXere and settled on a emulation of 

around 20 ^) 00 , as opp«ed to the 

150,000 envisaged tiy Mr Rubython at 

launch. , — , 

Its latest majority owner, feoroon 
Brown, a businessman from the 
North, has problems of his own- Hs 


People & Business 


company. Group 2000, went bust two 
weeks ago, and receivers Coopers & 
Lybrand have now found a buyer for 
his 75 per cent stake in the paper. 

Edward Klempfca, an insolvency _ 
partner in Coopers’ Leeds office, said 
yesterday: “We are at an advanced 
stage of negotiations and hope to an- 
nounce a sale later this week. It is 
Jikely to be a share sale which will 



Good prospects: Michael Portillo 


preserve the jobs of all 60 staff at the 

^Fbear from other sources that last 
Friday there was no cash to pay the 
journalists or the printers, and it was 
foe founding duo, messrs Rubython 
and BhoyruJ. who came up with foe 
£ 1 00 . 000 -plus needed to get foe paper 
out and pay salaries. 

As for Luke Johnson, son of the 
right-wing columnist Paul Johnson, 
who owns the other 25 per cent of 
Sunday Business , some people think 
he wants to sell out. But anything 
could happen in this tangled tale. 

To De La Rue’s offices off the Strand, 
London, for a talk by the company’s 
security paper guru, John Hasiop, ti- 
tled “Banknote Substrates”. 

Contrary to its unpromising tide, 
Mr Hasl op’s thoughts on foe future of 
making banknotes counterfeit proof 
were fascinating. For one thing, foe 
cashless society is a myth and will 
probably never happen, according to 
Mr Hasiop; banknote use is increas- 
ing by 3 10 4 per cent a year in foe 
UK. Cheques are being replaced by 
credit and debit cards, but many peo- 
ple still prefer old-fashioned cash. 

Well, I suppose De La Rue. which 
supplies foe paper for 150 national 
currencies, would take that line. But 


Mr Hasiop could be right. He illus- 
trated bis talk with Australian bank- 
notes, which for years have been 
made from very un-De La Rue plas- 
tic. Apparently forgers have found 
ways of removing foe print on the 
plastic and replacing it with the image 
of higher-denomination notes. 

This criticism gets short shrift from 
an Australian colleague of mine, who 
says plastic notes are cleaner and last 
longer than paper notes. Oh, and 
“you can scrape the Queen's head off 
them with a coin”. Disgraceful! Let’s 
hope for a few nasty bouncers from 
Darren Gough. 

Here’s a spot of shameless puffery for 
a former colleague; David Bowen has 
launched his own monthly newsletter 
tided net profit - untangling the inter- 
net for business. The newsletter's title 
is in lower case in order to resemble 
an Internet address. Either that, or 
David’s keyboard has a dodgy caps 
key. Anyway, foe July issue ranks a 
number of new corporate web sites in 
order of usefulness, and gives a five- 
star rating to Persil. 

More wonyingly, foe newsletter re- 
veals that 71 per cent of Internet 
users in Britain are men. Is foe infor- 
mation superhighway just an excuse 
to access swimwear catalogues? You 
can find out more on net profit's web 
rite at httptfwww.net-profitxo.uk. 

John Willcock 



benefits of 
BusinessFirst 
can be realised 
immediately. 



Now so can 
the rewards, 

f 

European O^ewarcfs 

for BusinessFirst Passengers 


Each time you fly 1 roundtrip with Continental’s 
BusinessFirst to the ILSA. you may choose with our 
compliments one of the following rewards. 


Eurasrar 

Choose to travel in style vriib a 
first Class return ticket for l.or opt 
for 2 standard class return tickets 
on Eurastar from London to 
Brussels or Paris. 

Forte and Le Mcridien Hotels 
and Resorts 

Enjoy I nights stay and a buffet 
breakfast from a selection of 
unique Forte hotels, the world's 
leading hotel group With 3 
network throughout 40 countries. 

Le Shuttle 

If you prefer to trawl to the 
Continent with wuirown n-hirte, 
you can use your European Rewards 
voucher between Folkestone 
and Calais. 

Relais ^Chateaux 
Experience the luxury of Relais & 
Chateaux properties throughout 
Europe, North America, Mexico 
and tie Caribbean. Stay for 1 night 
or sample the culinary delights of 
a 1 course lunch or dinner for 1 

Paradoxes Hotels 
Nestled in natural settings 
throughout Spain, enjoy 1 nights 
stay followed by a sumptuous 
breakfast buffet at selected 
Paradorcs hotels, 


Continental’s door to door service is already the envy of many 
competitors with chauffeur driven transfers at both ends, a First Class 
sleeper seat and 55* seat pitch all for a Business Class fare. 

Simply enrol free to our award winning frequent flyer programme 
OnePass when you fly 1 roundtrip in Busi n essFirst (in J class). 

For full details call 01293 S22 222 



Continental 

Airlines 



vffir Transport World's 1996 Airline of the Year 
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Dettori so persuasive on Shantou 




Racing 

JOHN COBB ““ 

Kieren Fallon may not have 
been able 10 untangle Bosra 
Sham in time to win Saturday's 
Eclipse Stakes but he did man- 
age one near-impossible trick 
yesterday, when his sacking 
from the filly overshadowed a 
treble from Frankie Dettori 
which included one of the slick- 
esi pieces of riding we are like- 
ly to see all year. 

Dettori managed to persuade 
Shantou, one of the most diffi- 
cult rides in racing, to stick his , 
neck out again when Swain at- 
lacked with a powerful surge in 
the Princess Of Wales's Stakes. 

Dettori was released bv 
Godolphin, who flew in Micfc 
Kinane to ride Swain, the 


favourite, because he has struck 
up such a successful partnership 
wnth Shantou, last year's St 
Lcgcr winner. 

"Great jockeys like Pat Ed- 
dery and Mick Kinane have 
found him troublesome to ride. 
I don’t know why he {Dettori] 
gets on so well with him. He 
oeverrides him at homc. n John 
Gosden, the winning trainer, 
said. 

A Group One winner in Italy 
already this season. Shantou 
turned the tables on Swain, 
who had finished a place ahead 
of him in the Breeders' Cup, to 
beat his rival by a head. “There 
are races in Germany and Italy 
for him and there is the Irish St 
Leger. The programme here 
doesn't suit him. 

“ For a little horse he has im- 
proved, but though the King 


George »s a strong possibility, h 
is possible you may never see 
him in England again.” 

Swain, running his first race 
for Godolphin, wiU be aimed at 
the top races but the King 
George, for which Predappio is 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Northern Fleet 
(Newmarket 5J20) 

NB: Rebecca Sharp 
(Newmarket SAG) 

the team's chief contender, 
seems an unlikely target. 

Shantou starred in a 123-1 
treble for Dettori, also suc- 
cessful on Asfurah and Noisette, 
who completed a doable for 
Gosden. 

Asfurah followed up her 
Royal Ascot victory with success 


in the Cherry Hinton Stakes, de- 
feating Crazee Mental by a 
length and wiU now be aimed at 
either the Princess Margaret 
Stakes at Ascot or the Heinz 57 
Slakesin Ireland. 

“She is very progressive, very 
athletic, very mature for her age 
and. more importantly, she has 
a lot of class. We are very 
pleased with her” Simon Cris- 
ford, Godolphon's raring man- 
ager, said. 

The last two runnings of the 
Strutt & Parker Maiden Stakes 
has given us Bahhare, Albaartb 
and Mark Of Esteem. But with 
two divisions of the race yes- 
terday it was the John Dunlop- 
rrained debutant Haami who 
impressed bookmakers most. 
The son of Nashwan earned 
quotes ranging from 12-1 to 23-1 
for next year’s 2,000 Guineas 
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2j 05 Robban Hand 
2^5 SoW Fact 
3JJ0 AMYAS (nap) 

3.40 Ocean Ridge (nb) 


HYPERION 

4 JL5 Sick As A Parrot 
4AS Deterrent 
5J20 Regait 


GOING; Good. STALLS: lm A 2m stands aide; romsdnder - far fldr. 

DKAtV ADVANTAGE: High numbers may be ben up to 7(. 

■ Rtgm-hand course wrih a lm snuRht. 

bSWoftnwn on AJ .JO-) . Baaitnk from Cutbritlisc and Newmarket railway sua- 
(tom. ADMISSION: dub S20 (IG 10 26-ym-ohfa SSI; Grandstand & Paddock SIO 1 30 
\o TO-ytardda S5i. Famil y Enclo sure j:). CAB PARK: Members Si; mnatoder free. 

B ttADlKG TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: H Cccfl — - BJ vtumas Irt*xn 2W jidukis 
R hea a success ratio of 23iWV and a pmAt to a £1 level gate ofsyt.an; m«ma - 
4S wtnma*. fiaft runnera. 8180%. -E34I.C6: J Coatfai — Jfi mmw. :«n m mm, 

-J73.3 7; L Pa id — 8 » tenner* 300 nmnas. 12.71a. S 108.84. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pat Eddcay — 100 winners, S;16 rides, 20.41a, -8ft | .25; L Det- 
tori — 77 winners, K2J rates. )4A%.-S17GSO;WaSwiabiini — 44 winner*, 3) 1 rides, 
1-1.1%, +SZ 17: JBcfd — : TB tenners, tod rates. 10.7%, -id 1.62. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Bloertd©- Outer IZ&); Patrfris Olive l veered), UVUeBe, 
Three Tenaere li.15); B arn Oat (vtewrtfi, N«Unm Fleet 15.20V 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Three Tenners ( 4.15 1 won at Haydock on Thurs- 
day: FhWdodc Shadow 14.45) wan u Yarmutah t» Thuredsy- 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Three Truer* (4.151 has been mob 213 mfles byJ Berry 
(romCocfegrtam, Lancs; Alwary (5^i0)aent lilfi ta l ks bjM Wane Erma M efeumhy. N Tori*. 

[rtTKcl MORE OTERRALL STAKES (CLASS D) £7,000 
L”SJ added 3VQlm2f Penalty Vttue£5,4&L 

RUWGS 

1 DR MARTBtSfitQ'i&s Group LnfloH Curara 90 Put Eddery 7— 

2 2 ITOff PROGRAMS {15} P( AbdiiaVHCeci 9 D . K FMtoo 1 S2 

3 0- FRMCC DE L0F (3M) 0 C Wfcofl) D Gos&oie 9 0 .WRymll- 

< 4 RKARDO (H Abtliah) R Chariton 9 0 TSpnAaS — 

5 02 R0GSMfCN0l(3(Q{SMniVms(fiVUdKunMjan4E90 RCoctxane 10 73 

6 43 DO»0Nawm(Bf)IMda4CWtaaevlPIUMwS9 IWmarsn 

. 7 HARUHA CH H Khan) LCtrrmt89 KDadcyU- 

8 5 P0LENEIA (27) (1 H StEeart-BriJtej J Dutap 8 9 .T tan 2 32 

9 PmDGSH(SneMMtfianiT«0| JGosien89 A Barth 4— 

ID 3- SAAfEYA [270] Bri*)i Nmed Al MaKami J Gco&i B & l._L Dattori 3 92 

11 StiASKA IShEidi Udammed) 1 Goattn 8 9 ! GMndG- 

12 0 WATER HJOHBt (84) (IN J Gtedey) J Fjnshare B 9. : MHBs976 

- 12 daebrad - 

BETTWK 10030 Saafoya, 7-2 U£t Prasnam, 5-1 Marista, G-l Dr Marina, 15-2 MuMqb, B- 
1 DaMHhat Star, RdUmb Headl, 9-1 Stadia, 12-1 Haanio, 14-1 Pradesh, 20-1 cMwts 
1998: Gna msw ad 9 Q J ConoO 18-1 U Gooden) Oatn (31 13 tan 
FORMOUOE 

UGHT PROGRAMME wffl be m top tonflaorr todoy aftw mstang a smart 61^ puU out an me 
scops ot-er courea and instance 19 days ago. Dondon Star, dose behind tn fourth in that 
race, seems to need further judged on her subsequent sfmitng at Epsom. Robbaa Hetufl 
was a 20-1 shon-heud second h> life Ol -RUey at Pontefract where he tried to make all ihe 
naming. He is progesang wad and is preferred to John Gooden's MySaafaya, who has not 
run sates a W«J to Hidden Msadon a Yort last October. P ot a nta la wa come on a lot tar 
fwr debut fifth to Khowati at Goodwood, but tne wits may pnwe too good for her. whte the 
newcomers would seem to face a Sam tost. . Selection: LIGHT FTOGRAMME 

pj"oel TNT JUUf STAKES (GROUP 3} (CLASS A) SSSfiOO kXUt i 
] I added 2 W BfPenattv Value £15Ji24 I'iSrZJ 

1 3CS11 Tiran BOf PO) ®) l H0\yae Derttcmeric) h SkAt*> 9 1 1 Bald 7114 

2 US POOl miBK pOt mi^CWv/B HimM — RM0«s8J05 

3 1 ABBIPimiENCC(UHO)tlfOat»soiB.DBk4M JnmaonBUl — lMtanr4jQ2 


4 1150 BLUBfiDGE DMC£R (22} iASndrtSel B Meef»nS 10 ; K Barter 2 B 97 

5 13 B0U>RCr|US4}|2q(D|(KADduU»HCtKl81D~. K Ratal Bill 

8 U CMOWS(U) p) Un Eased N iUaouru 5* U PreswiS 10— 0 DnfSekl3 101 

7 21 um^lBansaam<HCChung(CunaniSW m Eddery 1 $7 

8 OSD gWFT AUimcE (22) CP) IBcter Ad VM u u faei Ragngi R Wt»«g S 10 .TOpkaiS 96 

-Sda da r ad - 

BOnrtfi: 64 Bald Rid, S-l Cartes, 84 tlppU Boy, Pool Hrnfe, 7-1 LtadM IMgn, W-1 Ah & 

Prareoc*. BtaridBe Dancer, 28-1 ShK ABanca 

1996: ften Ground 8 ID J Sac 40-1 U Bethe#*a*n (7)9 rar. 

FORM GUIDE 

Cakt» s wefl worth saving on after trotting up on the aJHwnmer at WtaMslwmptan and 
agBin at Epsom a fcrtnght agx The son of Warning had a tar sort n taden Mbfiie soon m 
trouble at Epsom, and it «s a performance tt« suggested Catenas could mart hw name 
attest better (toss. But the mam purs has n> be Goodwood debut winner BOLD FACT, who 
Mutt sunev hate mxt the Oowntry Stakes at ffe)ef 4aoot bad he not hung bauy ngit sf- 
terhe led hit me front - tAwmg HartMur MaOBr and Desert Prince id go dear on me sands 
ade. d he Keape straight today he has the taiani to win. SatftABance, outpaced aarty and 
e«hth in the Gwentiy. and BhwrWge Dancer, 12m and now tned tn bankers, need to fm- 
piwe plenty. Peel Musk; is drawn on the outode so mouw leap out of trouble - lailhe at 
Rcyal Ascot where he wusqueead m bedDr behrtTTppItl Boy In die Norfolk stokes. He 
has awry chance of nsuersmg the Ram helped bp ■ 2* puA. and the Hnes through me Nor- 
folk third. Aiswak Qty, suggests ne ean tiao hanrfe Undan Hel^Bo. beaten by Arawak 6ty 
on hls debut and a course snd dkoance awaier smee In soft 0txm Selectton: BOLD FACT 

|q"irt] H^FUTE DIKE OF CAAffiRDGE HANDICAP [CLASS 
L2 =Ub) £2Sfi00 3YDlm2f Penalty Vague £19^20 K™ 

1 23-U51 WIYLMC (27) (Dwfei flhtred N Maldnunl A Smart 9 7 M RM 7 102 

2 ' iD-w MmamohJMCBMiBner « vm is 99 

3 0-3501 CMQUPAMDB0(U)g:M««PCda9e .Tq*nlD 98 

4 C-llP SHim)HH4Ht»l«rfllS4)(49mCHiriol»OJDiiifcp95 MEddaq>6107 

5 1-22 PRENA (27) (Cuedn AUcai D ladB 9 5 XDartayM 94 

6 015 RNraNOTmm<l^lMiErftinRChaan94 TSpnAalfi 39 

T '52231 AIAMKOG9RE(12J(D)(AlBmcltaa0M 301*64119 2 I Werner 11 103 

8 1-20 M D\3?f Bag[8DTOlHHgcyflGLMog6813 ACtakS 99 

9 64414 MSKXHSE (USA) (20) (D1 (KAtxUBh) HCCcd 8 12 KFMon 12 165 

ID -00120 PARTY ROMANCE (USA) (20) [D| (Abcubh AS BHarfosy812 WRyaa 4 99 

U 1-000 0VER70YDU (USA)|22)(MaiiBUnNMdiltun]EDufop89 IRafol 94 

12 013006 9CU0aC«UP2}(Ift(MM)er&MsJMMMNCaBeBn89 1 Dattwl 3 101 

13 1502 IUJM2H.[14) OtsmUmAi Wfoaumj R AmstTongB 7 RIUSID? 

14 600400 FOOT BATCUIOM (11) U E Bgg) R HAndwed 8 4 RRmch(G)B 79 

15 6010 SrtllHt (2^ (Sheih ttanm N UalitauiN C BitQn 8 2 After) 13 76 

16 503 nmALlHUWBl(llSA}(61)(MisRESweM5BUf713 IQf*n2102 

-IBdedMd- 

BEtlWft B-l MaaMriw. Wane, 13^ ABaallC Dasha, 8-1 BaM Odantat, MigtiaiB, Raffl Ttedar. 
94 Stanton Hamit, 12.1 AngU, OwaMD’foa, 1A-1 Cbrnna Paradbo, 18-1 Party Romance, 18- 
lRker fac 2P-1MHT7R 33-1 RwtflWMBe. 40-1 Bate; Mcraay Rare 
1996c FreedDm Rare 8 5 M Mens 9-1 !M Johnston) ream 112) 13 on 
FORM GUIDE 

PARTY ROMANCE has gat hia act toother and mtgtt just be gsod enoutfi In a wittefly 
tough handicap. Hs Goodwood sacond when eonaxfcng lump6 of to American VJhs- 
per was a One effort and ha aes m front on the hone turn before facing tafvnd MorRage In 
me Kk« George V Handicap at Royal Ascot Now on faster sound and met a shorter mp. 
Party Roma nc e should show up w6L Memorise, a gad fourth hi me. Ascot race, had won 
Ira maiden over mis mp and Henry Cecil's handicappera must always be respected at this 
fixture. We now know that this is Atlantic Desire's trip after her Newcastle «tn from Bily 
Busfmedier. She's m with a gem chence, though so is Mayinoe. who returned from be- 
ing gekled to beat Adortuc Desre wnh plenty In hand at Goodwood (lm ID and now just 
2R> wone off. The step up In trip Shoidd sun Over To YOo judged on his York third to Out 
Of s®it w#h Root Battafcn and Bold Orfimtaf dehmd hmt fter To You, Bold Onereal and 
Anyas shaped rwaly m me BntannB at Ascot and they as have some hope tar thrs longer 
ton. Stanton Kareeurf. impiacad In the itafian Dertqr. o back mer hs wnmigtnp. thoi^i 
Aflame Desire holifc him on thar respective wns tram BOy Bushwacker. Rher PBot Is a 
Holy type after oontestaig a decent condtoons race last tone. MenazR looked smart on Ira 
debut af NMUr^wnik and Hegti Tbuoder has a feather we0it m nls first hanifirap after 
showmg promise In mafoans. SMectfoK PARTY ROMANCE 


HYPERION’S 


NEWMARKET 1 

2.05: Frankie Dettori could, pre- 
sumably. have ridden cither 
Pradesh or Sbaska for his main 
unptaivr. Sheikh Mohammed, so 
the fuel that his mount in this is 
Saofcya seems certain to ensure 
rhis fiUy flans short ip Ihe mar- 
ket. She was a promising third, 
beaten five lengths, behind the 
useful Hidden Meadow at Yoric 
last October. However, with a 
more rcceni uuting, ROBBAN 
HENTII, from the in-femn Mick 
Jarvis yard, lakes the eye. 

nm 

2JS Linden Heights led from 
start to finish to win over'Lrack 
and l rip 12 day's ago. Although 
that was on soft ground, this colt 
should have noproWemswitb this 
faster surface. BOLD FACT threw 
away victory in the Coventry 
Stakes .it Royal bj’ veering 
righi aaxws the course, eventu- 
-jllv finishing Uiird. He is drawn 
near the stands rails here and 
should make no mislake this 
lime. 

UOQ 

3.10; aMYAS slaved on late to nc 
a very respectable ninth in the 
mile ZS-runner Britannia Hand- 
icap at Rinoi Ascot. These 10 fur- 
Iona looks ideal. Back in I5th at 
Ascot was Over Tb You. poorly 
drm«i on the far side (hat day. Ed 
Dunlop's runner should be a 
mure pi>ieni force this lime. At 
the tool ol the handicap Michael 
Simile's Regal Thunder brisL one 
of several others lo moke this a 
hightv competltiw-* cvcnt - 

□□□ 

3.40: Geolf Wragg saddles Wo 
runners, bul siable jockey 
Michael HiUs « 

Sharp rather than Uwrtotfe Cfof- 
day. Backing agmnst Hillss 
mount could « eB he 

I is now t'lb worse off with OCEMi 
RIIK»K only three-quarters of a 
leneih back in second at Ascot 
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HYPERION 

Z30 Harlequin Walk 2^5 MJshraak 325 Re- 
gad Revolution 355 Fonteyn 4-30 Mousehole 
SLID Laguna Bay 

GOING: Smlefat course - Good to Soft. Good in places; 

Round course - (loud. Good to Soft to ptaiw. 

STALLS: Straight - stands' side; round oourac - outside ralL 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High irembcm Uf IBDyd to lm If. 

■ ngfe-hand, undututoft wiurse wttbfrron4n of one ftstang. 

■ Rarecourae bn mklre west oTlowoofTA^O. Wesirtihangprraii- 
irBj'suuJcrif.'VTTTerrhiro 

ADMISSION: fTuli i I Li ( under- lfis CrrcV Taacrafls i8. r .O; I'eurac 
Enciusurc S4, p(us£4 for each oreupom. CAE PABX: Free. 
BLINKERED FTKST TIME: Won’t Ftorget Me (rteoml, 4^1. 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: ttadoga (^ .05) wra a 
CatKrfdroii ThuridBy. , 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS; Mmo Indy (5JJG) has been stall 
S7 wHcs Ip D ibarto Junta trom ErgU laaf. Mid Clanwwan. 

JO Onl BRIDGE SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS G) 
^ £2^75 added lm If 149yds 

1 650650 RBWia (325 WD Moms J9W GtaBtMrRU 

2 1-1234 ESPS(I0(X2](D)Jlfo9n49.ia S D snkrefilfl 

3 00-032 BUKELL HB& (159 MRyen395 NBaW(3)8 

4 . 034344 S4m«eS0KDZqP0Me593 

■s 00040. AQUAVIIA (21J R Hannon 38 9 DaoBffTMll 

| 6 0-0000 COUWWIHMCH f254 CHor®n48 6 SHitodS 

7 441540 maJKfMi WiK(fT) [CO) H CTSJmn 688^ Sancte 7 

3 660006 PROUD BRSMkES (8) WRBodey988 — DRMcCm9 

9 ■ 626000 »OIA5Urt8HWE(26J (toGLMcut 7 8 S_A WWaa tSJ 4 

10 5SC63 BAntE 6R0UM) f7) N (folagwn 3 8 6 SDmaS 

U 0000 B0U>Enn8tpn)Wlams3 85 NDw6 

12 40-006 AHCM€RF*XK£ (IS) j 10*785 Gl«gaa(5)l 

J3 003 swrono SENHT DCosgwe 3 83 BCarttrU 

14 -06203 CHAlKf DAHCffl (2q H Cofclglc® S 8 2_Dal« GfiSoa 13 

15 -00036 EURO StFERSDW ll^S Do w 3 7 12 SIMmi(5|XE 

8ErffiC4-l Bpom, M BteeB lte Mtepte Sen tWBe teratv 
19-1 Aqumtta. Cwatry Ttateh, HHfoqdfaiVUk, Oafty D«eer,BjreSa- 
peratar, 16-1 oitore 

ro'Efnl COWDREY NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £4j025 added 2VO 5f 

1 624 MSWMK DB) (RP) R NmtosniS 9 7 GCartwl 

2 0M0 USA’S PRBE (IQ Gy Ndew^i 9 E~_ SSaedasB 

3 01 CHHBBWSS0ll0{te9nCD«ya'89 DHnted8 

4 040 SUMMBfDKIfBUiES(44)CMURv6 6 PBtocanMdZ 

5 8061 BtBS(6UHsPtUte06 AMMmCIQB 

fi 010 MWflBMmJSM0M85 Heray (3) 4 

7 040 BUW5M«8:(iaKlMya5^ MWhDwyerfflB 

8 an SWMttlORE LAW (Slj S c u aeros f ID — .R rate (5) 7 

A4h*twn «e«a: 7a JOB. True Imtcap -te* temraw Tsf 9fo 

BET7W& 11*8 Ushreek. 7-2 fttete* Song, 8-1 Unra Pride, mm, 


fo^ej ST UWRENCE MADEN AUCTION STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added 2YD 6f 

1 BEST ATTOFT J P*5vie 8 ID 5DRMH8 

2 RING SHtH R Hannon B ID DwnaOT«e413 

3 HSH MSB Smart BIO D Karts* 7 

4 RISQUE A J BfcvftyS 10 CssdrMnrisS 

5 00 Wmn»GDICpa9MTanpinsB6 0 81^ 4 V 

6 BOSH SPLENDOURS Do- 6 5 SSMOrel 

7 WUBWOCUuraySB McottUmwffifi 

8 000 SHAMM(409CDma&l RM8m(5)2 

9 2 HEGAt-REVOlUnOk CU) P Wahrfyn 7 12 I(m9 

-9 decl a re d - 

BEraNfe 7-4 RegN fonukrtmi, teg SU, U-2 ItaWn Sptatttoar, 
8-1 Marimba arauoR. XM Best Attete, H& Jfoks, 34J cters 

I o re I GODFREY EVANS MEDIAN AUCTION 
1°-°^ MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS E) £AJB25 
added Sf 

1 0 TWFS«ffiU.(G6MHF)RA)(!lUS494 .S Sanded 4 

2 0-4C60 VE19ET JOKES P5»G Owles Jones 4 94—- jC0n(7]6 

3 4 Kfl®?fl(Jt/R0CKra2ir/li*®lf*i3S12 

DraaOTMT 

4 32-000 SBECT CHOICE P51 Alms 3 8 13 SDreenaS 

5 SBraWYWHag8E3812 D Hotel S 

6 tURMERSWRrsOon 3B12 IFEgml 

7 023 FOHIEWf P2) 4 SEsan 3 8 7 SlMbottl 

8 0- FORWARD WSS (278) C Eanamd 36 7 1 Lowe 2 

— 3 dodvfid — 

BEnwa U-lB RBtBjo, 5*2 Setort Choice, 6-X Kmr Golf Bocfort.13-2 
ran* «A ia-1 Serarty.U-lTimMn Way. 25-l¥dret Joan. 50-1 ftr- 
mntwn 

[£ ■ ' CT I SANDGATE MOTORS SKODA FEUC1A 
HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4/125 added 5f 

1 -00420 UOUSe«l£imraRGuea510 0 PBfcwaAddS 

2 (00565 IQUXE 02) A PJbnes 7913 SD>oew7 

3 GO&UO SAU2 StADE (4) (D) C Cytti 5 9 11 WJO"CoDnor2 

4 050502 FRSDUf BBME (U) {OR Gay KeBeray 7910-S5MdaB8 

5 503120 roWWWJE(XG(II}7Ufe39 7 — _J}lfoted4 

6 002011 HE PUGAnVE (12) (CO) P lAtona 4 9 5 AWlNhM(3)9 

7 -46004 W1A££ (WOVE (9) fC) K DjnrwgJmvWiwri a 9 2 

MMfa Deyw (3) 1 B 

8 060145 umarowERoagrpB)(co)wifor3Bii. - — . 

OoeeOTteBflB 

.9 563031 SOFSBAOfBBJtU)(P)J&teS8 2 PDne(7)5 

-Sdedated- 

BErjWS: 7-411» tertkev 7 -2 WereforBwie, 1M Sretttwt. 64. XUee 
lad, 8-1 Wage NaOra 10-1 Srty Sted*. 1M fitoewtato, 16-1 ottras 

rer«l LESLIE AMES MEMORIAL F1LLES HAND- 
KAP (CLASS E) SAflZS addod lm 4f 

1 rtMMO 4WWHNJIMC 02) ffjfonsoong 4 100 fi Carter 6 8 

2 604000 1ARr (PR) (U) J ftwee 4 9 10 NDflrl 

3 0-3151 nzzmiy{9)CT 397 (Sari — D Hotel B 

4 M3513 MONO LWr (3EJ (0 0 Wes 4 9 5 — AMackay3B 

5 003630 KnsnLBREEZEt9)(DlWUuir592 WJffCotticr4 

G 4001 IDQH6A(USIQ (GU90UN3 92 (5sd D HarrisonS 

7 0-6204 UQUMA BAY (26) A Jane 3 87 SDkmm2 

8 0005 HMICOSWinBir (9) M WHmson 386 -.9 Whkwerth 7 

-SdectwM- 

BEmNto M Battnga, 3-1 Dtay lay, 1141 Mono lady. S-l Tan. Krista! 

Bwgze.Ugna Bey. 14-1 A »n e«i to re . 2S4W« rt EOte oitHa 


HYPERION 

&45WghSteDmerZ15G«iereiix745Glaman- 

g&tz 8JL5 Vision Of Freedom 8^5 Stay With Me 
9(15 Ba te The Fire 

GOING: Chasm - Good; Hurdles - Good tn Finn. 

■ [x*rt4wri/l natfsc, V*vW *riib lonj: fOrolidiu. 

■ Cnunv b. on A4 13 by Rhw Severn. Worperea- 1 F'WSalf Si 
Msuaa lm. ADMISSION: Membras ***** ]*?•+> **** 
Cuunv SG lUAft S2.10). CAE PARE.* FHw. fdertlc- ana i. JO. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN TOE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Walto Cote(7-«)9W 1 211 mte 
by J J BWu4t irom Hl*&i totop, Cumb w: *****9 <*■**>* 

v»^«re #lS.fSlte21OintoteN «e^°w» a » : nW t -‘0nwnam. 

'-m^sroSSRsrm 

\ wti — 

!j SBBSgSSst^sS 

'I ^ mmtaBlrnsaiBlOlS). Mriaterm 

’ * ifi)|OW|4fflPB««:61010 — JtJoten 

8 5iar smowsnS(a38)i&*i 7 ““ mw-w, 

io o^. pScrwwajpciBfoMPreiiflT — - apuccs* 

1? BEn£RW»lMRCJPna)8105 ^MUteton 

H Sn?S)JB 0^610 5 ItePOtedfafn 

h 30QP- BiBUiD (145) D Ffiwrt to* 6 10 5 ftDuaafr 

2 P W7WEE6«SCT H W 6 »«9“5 "Sowl* 

S jet*? scj(RRA0lU?flftSH(ll) LQaEacJ 7 10SJ*r01flcfte(7) 

V SUPER smew (B«)PW»te8 106 CUtete 


is op mrstfts-reijyocterfiios war stoats <7? 

19 F 2aB*C®PO«;.np51D5 A Thornton 

20 00- HtSS BLUES 31BD I (40| A Chawredaei 4 10 2 — BtaMi 

-aOdeated- 

BETTINB: 4-1 Plfmt Of Ufa, W Uffdatog test, 8-1 tort MtragM, 7-1 
HWi SBaaner, Pahnm, 8>1 Strong Staff. Super Smaa, 1M. ertfaen 

PtTTc) PBSHORE NOVICE HANDICAP JSSESn 
L!=rJ HURDLE (CLASS E) £2^25 3m CggL l 

1 345-25 EUIE8(WBIM>R(ll)(B)N , lan«adBll 12_JtDuanody 

2 21-411 W»traa)WOOO{lU|C}MSheOOaKi9ll5..APMcCoy 

3 00-33 UMU0RD (21) P Bonen 5 11 3 LCaramt(5)B 

4 3PU3-? MEADOW OTWOE fS2) p) ) Swam* 11 il 7-_A U««*n 

5 4333-3 OSEIQK (13 S Uefof 4 110 ATbantonV 

S 0304-3 OfPRESSMattBamMSVWanlSlOBNiateMM 

7 f*52* HEMS»{87)RBtEMGr5104. BPteB 

B 6WM *SP(32)rtraK0 61O2 J-WytrV 

9 (KVPP- fflJtKEBW (RS) G Ham 10 10 0 NrHThonte (3) 

10 85U33- SPMrt£tffL(48)JH Payne 9100 M'Snntfifl] 

11 ffPfiO WJOaiMIBaWH^BlOO-lfitoEJJonremw 

MMmsRi«(eftr lOa.Tfia/andfeflpweSns-'B^rt^Sa^fc.Spirtitm- 
il SBt 13B. widen ftowr 99 3 Bl 

BEITKGi »4 ffoneyfiof mat, M te««, 8-1 Beotntsx.Uod- 

lonL 7-1 MesR, 8-1 EBte Govenor. 10-1 SpWt Ural, 12-1 otbres 


WADHAMKBNNG HANDICAP f«fy 
CHASE (F) £3^475 2m 7f 110yds 1 -- - 

WELSH LEttBIttUP Boom U 1110 jfWbnaon 

FWALPBDeBa)imPBMM>11117 Rtea 

GLHUN8UIZ (UR (0) P Damn 7 11 6 State 

7QUQip8)C JarrEs7ub CUetejn 

jatWlaaiW(33>DWn» 11113 — WMavtoe 

FD8BUR7 p9) P foChoSs. 12 112 Mrl1lnd(7) 

PSBJVWNGMftU) MisS arena 10 12 R Buret 

MUS court 04 J taenia io 6 Midatey 

nMm«M|»HGa5sa9i06 jaonctaim 

HSSrCU8SBJ)C«ad71(14 RGreere 


1 W1BP 
3 61112- 

3 3U1-J1 

4 MW 

5 ISPS 

6 13U1- 

7 3734-2 

8 P31-51 

9 052P- 
Ifl 25S3- 


following his two lengths victo- 
ry over Opera King. 

Betting on a more imminent 
Classic opened yesterday with 
Paddy Power quoting the Hen- 
ry Cedi-trained, fid Ion -ridden 
Yashmak as 5-4 favourite for 
Sunday's Irish Oaks at the Cur- 
ragh. Yashmak runs instead of 
her stahle-companion, the Oaks 
winner Reams Of Verse. 

After weigfiiqg up the options 
for owner Khalid Abdullah’s 
two star middle-distance fillies, 
Cecil decided not to fork out 
LR£Z5,O0OO to add the Epsom 
victor lo the field. 

“Reams Of Verse has done 
very well but she has got races 
like the Yorkshire Oaks 10 go 
for later on and she would 
have to be supplemented for 
IR£25,0Q0," ibe trainer ex- 
plained . 






Ben Gunn, still back m fourth place here, made jockey Ray Cochrane's day at 
Newmarket yesterday by powering home to snatch victory Photograph: Robert Hailam 


l'**‘-T**l £5(W>00 fanes & mares lm Penalty Value I — — — 1 

£33,662 

1 4-2223 CHARLOTTE C0RDKV (14) [D| IA E Oppwtemer) G Wagg 4 9 1 ACtok5IQ2 

2 5-3201 1WAN0 (U4 Ob] (A OMEtatoUfoii A P OBnen (Ml 5 9 1 TQteaiM 

3 2-101 RBEDU SWAP (211 (D) 'A E Opoenflcnal G Wraf£3S 12 HWs7110 

4 214-1 DRIGOWUMNSA) PG tefltee Fam%) H Deal 3 8 6 KMoallOT 

5 612-05 tOWSSUH [2W jU) iKmuWi « ) Uwn 386 RHfc43tB 

6 143-52 OCEAN HUGE RSIQ (211 PrtDtrtVtaEdMSuny 386 \. 0*066115 

7 121-44 RnUM (USA) (31) 84 (8 AMute J Catocn 3 8 6 P# Htay 3 112 

-7ScM- 

BEnwe 9-4 Dean Rugs. U4 Rtecai Step. 51 Rya&n. 8-1 tea, 7-1 Uraemia, 10-1 
Ktessti, la-lOreWteCatey 

199& Sensaaon 386 MJ Kinana 10-11 1* (C HaaflffRji Oa«n >71 9 ran 

FORM BADE 

RctrttoM Shared Gfo penaiQ' for fan- CoweiiQn Sreles urn a to Ute- sow (folVine 
vatu the Ascot second OCCAM RIDGE now partnered by Prate Detton. Rebecca Snare has 
always threatened to be er&a smart ana sto c*d coma from betend to beat Ocean Ridge lor 
the thro^ Quarters success, ft "5 bound iu be dose ootween tfiem. though Ocean R<d09 wm 
me the Ian ^cund and Oto SbpJleWety to swing H her way. Ryafanmay again fina the 
mile an the slurp side and she was behind Classic Park n the fosh Guineas - Classc Pare 
flraahtng over fourtengtei adnft of Rebecca Sharp a Ascot Khaasah. nno led for seven 
fuitongi m (he CorenBbon. wouH seem held. whMe the insn cfta0en$r Tbaano doesnT ap- 
peal on her overall form. Pragonade needs to mprove on what she has achieved, but the 
fteta wei0iT and there was notlwig wrong wrth her Epsom run a fottnrjjfl agp- 

Sdectku: OCEAN IHDGE 


A A cl ELLESMERE SELLING STAKES (CLASS E) £7,000 added 2YD 
)*KXO] 7 f Penalty Value £5050 

1 0WDMrSlM>(teMJLartbSCVHarre9 7 .A Item 9 

2 00400 IUtKAIS^IMIiCBlMfGortmBaiwCSiMh92 GDntefilTB 

3 001 THREE lEWdS (9} (N J Wfcmy J Btny 9 2 JUMejUB 

4 353 BAU QAfCE (12J (Bf) C) A PortaMi C BoMhg 11 KHodgnnlD 

5 05 lfiiOwniCapiJUBslinlEl-BudurBn&PaniiBSHMareaiSll RHnpW9>6 

6 0650 D0CWJUB5 DKPAJCH (22) Ms L Qtoyi N TnMa 8 11 RCocbnu5 

7 1 SKX AS A PARROT C8) n [Mrs 5 tfoyert C Dvyer 8 U D ODoMhoe P) 13 

B 0 007 (29} IG H fbfflr-NolJiyiy R Hjmon 8 6 PatSUety* 

9 0 KITE (1^ (CM Watt) M Be) 8 a M Fenton 3 

10 00 LAVBEUEfG) (RGukO R&JBIB6 RBrW£h(5UB 

11 00 tBJAN HARKS (U) SBphsn W MAy) B Mehan B 6 MIabbttt2 

12 U30imaP8i0«DQ.(NCU!a9er) NC»«i8n56 HRobcrbS 

13 5462 PAltaCU 0UIE (21J lltat Torrptans EMel M renytos 8 6 -TQrtnUV 

-IStfaeind- 

BETTHfe UThne luwn, B-l Stt Aa A Prerat 113 Del. M. Hto. 7-1 Brt Dance, 8-1 Patricia 
Ofto. 10-1 leoAfoDMow Dot, 24-1 Bekw, 1S-1 Docklands Cfcpatoft, 20-1 otbern 
1B9G Bu2d6 9 3 T Sertw 9-1 IA taert ten (8112 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The extra for king, drop In class and wrth Kewn Dertey ntfing her far the flret time enabled 
THREE TEMIERS id oome good at Haydock Ian week. She s up to seven fufon^ today 
and Jack Bmry hopes that a par odnmhers will ngmvB her aten more. Skk As A Pam* 
landed some ntca bets on his debut at Yarmouth and he's med and tested over rtns inp. 
Baft Danes has far form in lira grade and stolid g> weO cner Ora extra forking attar her 
latisi Dirt to fnchafong at Newcastle, but there may be doubts about Patricia'* Offve in 
her first-time visor. Kite is the one rotate a dig oroo n chss after a weU-beaen debut sev- 
enth behind Linden Heights here. 

Selection. THREE TENNERS 

[A 4C| EBFNGK SPARK PLUGS NOVKE STAKES (CLASS D) £7^)00 
added 2Y0 Gf Penalty Value £5jB63 

1 ABOVE BOARD U Hanson) B Ms 8 12 RfflfcC 

2 BAHAIBAK ABOOY (USA) (Uxaiwi Stirfl D Lcde 1 8 12 T<Mu4 

3 DAO0BIS QBAWK (USA) (OredEfl Sad) H Cedi 6 12 KR*m3 

4 02 DBBlRBiT (12) CrsMi Mctonred) J Gosrtr 8 12 LU«tDrt8 


5 5P P0M EB A 1 5EAN P5t rt Mcna>. K HmuMi- 8 12 A Item 7 

6 0 ERSMEU. HIU (33) tEasr^xJ itanor taao R Cixir. 8 12. ..J* Robots e 

7 33501 nvEOTlOCK SHADOW (6) CD) (Ur, D E t\.>yw.vi P k 12 MTttteiU 

R JBBSPYJUlUGHT JWiDDe-iJH*£L‘ JIHtol 

9 VjOHd SIEGE H*s Dare a 12. _Kbotoyfl 

10 IRUEMN iSim Yam B rtmihxv e 12 J Start 2 

- 10 declared - 

tETONGe ll^DtepraDnma. 2-1 Datefrent. 7-1 Batetei IWody. B-l lane Siefls- 1M nwe'ctoch 
Stefim. 14-1 Troewta. 16-1 Above Board. 20-1 odras 
1998: no conEsparrtne race 

FORM GUIDE 

BAGGERS DRAWN Eieporwo useluJ ono tm.- vor, <il Pros writ ne ji emmped oddt.stouW 
staUemate Bold Fact wm the July Stakes. He dam. Sun And Sfotoe. non over ura inp. De- 
tamat has tho experience and his chance uoukt ircims* <t linden Heigrit., vrtto beat nim 
here 12 days agp. goes Cfose in (he Jiiv SrafieL The nmer (no win ojv.-rwrw. when m- 
dudra Yarmouth sever winner Ftveo'cfock Shadow, lace a nnffity tau- m tou league . Ttvrv 
doesn’t appear to be too muen conlidence Iron-, Dmbcum concerning Bony Hills' Above 
Bored, who Q a ful-brotner to last year's wrong sfmnier MidnifW Sorii Pavd Loder runs 
two. yet Die Newmarhet {3b0p news is nor an Itoi strong concerning inem. Ben Honbury's 
Ttimwln ts afeu a son of Briol Jmce and rem ion i o me useful Nrsrus. Krbpy KrtgM » a 
SOI o( Kns and front the family Ol 2,000 Guineas nmner Or The House. 

Selection: DAGGERS DRAWN 

REG DAY MEMORIAL HANDICAP (CLASS Q £8£00 added 
2m 24yds Penafty Value £6,472 

1 05514 BtAMUNE (12) p) <H C WanvtiorK LWl M Bttuyaid J 9 10. JQrimS 

2 0611 MEDIA SCW (USA) ® i« AMAH 1 &>Oen 194 IDreforiMV 

3 00-222 CUXSBISFBmm^lMfarisaGniAiUJcrnicrieRr ,KIICMn(3)ll 

4 25400 NOITHBW FLST (Z2) (D) iRacmg For Hcaasi-i Mrs A Peocti 4 91 .,J« Eddory 13 B 

5 4-3311 M QUESDON (!QiKAttkfth)BHBs391 — MlteS 

6 10-421 RUSSMN ROBE (2S) (Ash Pamastoi ITofla J 9 n Pad Eddery 10 

7 - rrrw nwqwpJI/ff (tent IV Sars 5813 JOmMMI 

S .JD360 IBSIER FBW (20) |C) 1C W Suiwn R Jchrecn Hcu$te 3 5 lj — G MM46 

9 00-1 HECAir iSne*n Ahmed Al UsHounti u Janss38 10 RCnrtrmA 

10 6500 BURN OUT (22) nhf Al'ijncyPartrersrip' J ?eara.6&T ABMMlfiV | 

11 000213 ARCADr(22JUHHenaer30niilHaift484 — FTrencfi (5) 2 j 

12 60006 um snsr OOBSdSl (The 3to ftwretfap' I h«U> 684 NCadWeS , 

13 43331 SIM ALHTT (USA) 118) ih S Leei U Mgasc 38 3 DMMan»(7)15 I 

14 0UW» AUMRQA (2^ uctin Baton) M Wane 4 7 11 - .-FN«Ibb12 

15 -00402 SPA IA)C (111 iSraW f^nwg Carpsrit- irnwan M 4 7 U UBabdfflT ! 

BETTM2: 11-4 (Into Sire, 4-1 fit Qeestkw, 8-1 Aicady. 8-1 Reptt. UM Sun Atart, 11-1 Oonl k- 
spcctor. 12-1 IteBte Rom, Northern ReM. 14-1 Metre Pfok. 18-1 TranBee. 2S-1 Bum (M. 2S-1 
other* 

199fi: Btetei 3 8 7 Put Eddery M iH Caaii <*a«n (ID) 11 ran 

PORM GUIDE 

In Quertfon has been itetiw^ ftpm the tom and wort a race al Ajriasl »me that te hanftr 
srabiemate Further Fl0tt used to vum. In Question dotted up trom ftarcy Isle there and ths 
progressive colt rates the tag danger to Jam Gooden's MEDIA STAR, who is likely to be a 
warm cider. Media Star had looted slow poor to the fitting of a visor. He Beat the younger 
rivals fora maiden success at Redcvand then won with a ton In hand m a Chepstow hand- 
«ap from Bntto's Pnde and Centra Moutoar. Media Star 's 4to penalty Is cfucten-fewl com- 
pared to his future handicap mare, and ttra had-orotner to Eva Luna is going to be hard to 
stop. Aicatfy tfcWt have tr» best of n« when a close thud io Sea Freedom in toe Ascot 
Stakes. She's off the same handicap mart, today and tvro of itoM behnd ter at Ascot, tan 
Out and Northern Fleet, are now tned in too headgear. Both have been nurttihg and may 
prefer an even longer p» these days, Ctoud Inspector, beaten by the cheekdy-ndden Tur- 
genev at Haydock last week, is on taster pound today. Ttvrek maiden winner Regrtt Is up 
in distance, as is Mister Pfi*. Repit appeals as more of a stayer and he nas tne same 
sort of chance as (n Question after beatmg Ftarcy tSie eased down. Last montft’s course ttoi- 
ner Tramline ran poorly on the softer pouid at Gooowood afterwords. He still faces a stem 
test at toe wetfgits, whffo Russian Rose has more to do after toe Bath wm. 

Selection: MEDIA STAR 


HYPERION 

&30 Lend A Hand 700 Taunt 730 La Chatelaine 
8 jOO Yalta &30 Montendre 3 j 00 Renata^ Prince 

GOING: Good iPtnwrnnHser d.41. 

STALLS: Gf - onstdc; lm 4f - mure: remainder - inside, 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High Tor 0ft Low Irtm Of lo 1 m 2f. 

■ Left-bend course, sharp and undufcuing- 

■ Course Is S of town - 10m footn the centre nf London. Three 
statons *«w the nounse. Epsom (trains from Victoria ami Wa- 
terloo! and die nearer Epsom Domras (Yldurial and Tauenham 
Comer (Chanitg Cmsaiinrl Vfeuiil ADMISSION: MemberaS 16 
(16 lo :iTi-ycarokfc 5 1 U K Grandstand A Paddock S1Q; Lunhlal>- 
Endwurei-' (under- IGs free all enrkerurcs). CAR PAUL Ptee. 
BUNKEHED FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Benau'e Prince Ift.iMi 
won at SiiKfotm on Fhdty. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Lend A Hand Doubly 

Sharp 1 7JY>) £ Double Flight f P-flOl have been .wm 254 miles liy 
Minimum Emm Mddkhstn, North ToriBfmp; Wrac a re Lodge ITjIOi 
sent, 2M rrales ky 8 KetllewdB bum BOddlduun. North Yorkshire. 


Icon] U5RDSTKVERNERS MED AUCTION MAD- 
”*^1 STAKES (CLASS E) £4*750 2YO GT 

1 03 AMERRAH C0USM (7) B Mohan 9 0 MTetttoHS 

2 22422 B8INARD0 BEU0ITD (16) MBM90 1 Onto 7 

3 5 COOLM RNER (8fg KButieS 0 IFEgyaS 

4 2 LBD A HAND (40) U Johnston 90 JWrawr5 

5 OK JOHN J NClXSt9 0 DHanhaiA 

6 05 TOWSt (23) G l£«K 9 0 ACtefcl 

7 00 REK/tFOKWNE (1B1 INeWB 90 AMcGtanaB 

B 223 ROWS PETEIHBF) Rvemw9 0 ttee<ntaB6 

9 llAMSk B PaangS 9 .TSynte2 

-9dectttad- 

BE7IMQ: 7-4 Lead A Hand, 114 Benanto BeSottO, 4-1 Ron's PM, 8-1 
American Canto, ID-1 CooAn Rhn>, 1£-1 MnM, LBaHta, 25-1 (Mm 

rfftfll PHILIPS MAIDEN STAKES IC^V.l 
I-l r^y j (CLASS D)£5£003YDlm4f l g> 

1 000 COBLE (53 BfflsBO TQrtwl 

2 0 DNBatgB) R Charter 90 T Spate 2 

3 0 DOUBUf SHARP (USA) (21] Mio)msfon9 0 IMwrer5 

4 DO SUCH BCUmSS fB4J H WUC 9 0 SSaadm4 

5 3®22 TAUNT (2dj 0 Ma tey 9 0— PMEddatyS 

aETTWe 14 Tanot, 8-1 Darien, Dtvjbfy Snap. 10-1 Codfe. Sec* BcM- 


1 -00205 BANZ)IAF<USA)(33)(D)CLttxn4 912 XFUfoaS 

2 050310 RHR (IS) WF) S hpBm 4 9 16 Pat Eddery 2 

3 530132 TWWCRSCS (14) W VSoare 6 99 _C Rutter 13 

J 411200 BfEOEST (18) (D) toy teKway 6 9 6 D Hated 15 B 

5 «Wffi3 5EADAHZ£(i2)TOJBrtger4 93. ___DHantstti5 

6 -50000 BALANCE OF POWER (CD) S Dew 5 3 2-—- S Sanders 1 

U 44&P fWtXWSPfiCEOTTWOllIOO S Wynne B 

12 014P4> UTTIE COURT (11) E Bean 6 100 TJINrpby 

-12 dfldaied > 

Mmvn as^ftr KSl Tn» raghc: tadbmk. Pita fta l». use Qxrrat 

BEITMe 8-1 PMttte Grid. 4.1 GtonH^b; 94 Fbrtaqr, 11-2 Final Pride. 

8-1 ta vrieodee. WaOc Coat. 10-1 Hret Ctot, 14-1 ethm 

rb' l'e"| RADIO WYVERN HANDICAP [§i(Y 
l™®] HURDLE (CLASS E)£2S25 2m LtTM J 

1 /3M> 1 CBDSSUSOFROADS(12)(D)TItaBtfiJones8120 

NAffttgnMB 

2 616-22 IMLUrSDIRllDTOfflOMBSSmBh ? 11 12 Rarest 

3 Plfi&O HABMH (21) (CD) 0 GartUUS 11 10 RDmeodyV 

4 12523- WM*0HApK)[«KMaffr fllia HWrara 

5 23342- COWEfS WIVE (48) (CD) Ura S Wtani 9 U 9 

MrffTfemttep) 

6 14741 NflOOD FAITH (F20) JJ0u«n5117„ CMcCenMrt[7) 

7 TOfil YtSONOFfflOTOUMTO p B>*n9112-J.QlBtrtns(5) 

9 000*2- PBSWtMtSnCtMJTOOVMrWSlOll WNarston 

9 53361 OOMMANCHECREQl|JH)(n))MPIp6 » lDB_APIROy8 

10 504M MN0CENT GG0R8E (25) MasLSddBlfllfl* — -RSi*da 

11 50M3 AHDS«|EBW(16)CRBar*el4102 BFwrtn 

12 031F-6 atfTWe MOON (U) F Jtraton 5 100 

- 12*dan»f- 

BETTi»74fo800dtafoMWBV^.J M ®« ,0I « WR0 ^®' 1 
Wmlhi, ttan Of Fteedom, CoemiBdta Crete, 10-lotom 

ro AC) BROCKHAMPTDN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 

12~1 E) £4^)75 added 2m 

1 3331/1 BBAMLEBORV 01) (CO) 5 Smih 8 11 4 RGoeSt 

2 R3U1-3 BtMMEOSTO JfthW fttaoao V 

3 raaif- AfWARAKCE H0f€Y |46] (t>) F \M\hj 6 ID 13 _A NaDWC 

4 75 S2-2 H4T7EHT FKD (21) N Mastn B 10 U — — DRaAagher 

6 mO- C0URSN8 (REH (264) Wsa M RlWanS 9 10 11 

— UrRThoMn W 

6 nf- 32 DflUUMOW WARRIOR (111 flF) riiwraofi Jones fill* 17- 

M AHtJ®*n*f 

7 43F53 FBnnCSBaonCR(183)MsSSmA710U-6Tlta>R 


7 -03140 SPEHTf CLASSIC (23) TO H Heatcn-Efc 8 9 2 — ACtarfcT 

8 /41044 RESIST THE FORCE (2S) gf) C Cfi& 7 9 LR fbenrt (5) 14 

9 420010 ABTAAL (12) (0) R Hofljps 7 B 12- Jb a aeda Sanders (5) 12 

10 26066 HANKAUXJ (RJ P3) T Ms 4 B 10 TQrta4 

11 324022 MR CUBE (14) ID) J M Brarifiy 789 £UMthar(7)BB 

12 00240 CHEVAL ROC (5Q R Hamon 3 8 8 DaneONeBS 

13 -30000 S«>RaeM«IOOIf(J2jmMfti(*se3e5 

I G lldaofhlai 11 

14 -40422 LA CHA1DABC (19) (BF) G L£vfi 3 7 10. PFesscy(3)3 

15 006001 R06EAIE LODGE (13) TO 5 terdeM* 11 710 | 

teeay Benson (7) 10 

-15daclivw)~ 

BETTMB: 61 Mr Cube. 6-1 Mb Creeks, 7-1 la Qntcbnw, B-l RMfi, | 
OnatesL Resist tbe Foree, Hannafon, Roseate Lodge. 12-1 otters 


rgTfnl EVENING STANDARD IfCAP | SKY 
l P T ll l (CLASS C) £7^00 lm 2f L — -U 

1 00601 BRlGHSTOte(25)TOMPipe41DO .AMcGtam* 

2 204131 VOA VIA (USA) (19) TO I Belong 4 9 8. Jtarun DatRr (31 8 

3 13-000 YALTA (21) R Chartim 4 9 6 _TSpnte5 

4 51-020 QNZBOUH6 (20) J CXrfcp 3 9 1 P8l Eddery 6 

5 -00020 EDAIf IB6HTS(10)TO5ftJtj591 5Smdere3 

6 0231 HACKVAH [15) TO 6 Money 3 9 1 RWsll 

7 23015 ANOTHER HKHT (18) R Harron 3 9 1 DoneffNea2 

B 01-510 HENLEY (USA) (20) TO 0 later 3 9 1 DR McCabe 13 

9 00006 BWWM(US«(Ba)TOWH®»59ri K Fata 10 

ID 01040 NORTHERN SUN (14)1 Mis 3 B 12 TQrtnT 

11 -Q4653 TRACEAH8JW (12) S C Wflorre 4 8 U JRaM9 

12 3-4136 1DMDUUM(GERH14}TO 0E3s**Jrth36B.ililt4lenf5? J 

13 00462 RISING DOUGH (11J (CD) GLMoore564 - ACtebU 

M 4/4403 pajUMJT (38) U>d Hirengpon 10 7 13 -Afiwe Ctt* (5) 14 

-14 declared - 

BETTING: 61 Hadayrt, 61 Vola Via, 134 ThKMbBy. 61 Brfthstone, 
Ebttbnug. Eta ffegM* Nerdey, fhqrnad. 16-1 Otfare 

10 onl H H & S CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) 
5z^z2lJ £4^500 added 6f 

3 awo MRS EH8E flSD TO 0 More 5 9 3 NDqy* 

2 -05022 HONIENDK (261 TO R HoOges 10 8 ID IMH3 

3 044400 hfEFRtSfrf FARH5i(2S) P) WGUIumer483 

DSaoenoyf S)B 

4 3-0026 PETER PERFECT (26} G Lews 3 86 Pouf Eddery 5 B 

5 0 TASHAWAH (3S) P Hedfpr 4 85 RRiw*h(S)l 

6 -30045 SBBSeSNGPWWfl2aJTOMW0b»363 

JIMSa Dwyer (3) 2 

7 534 34 GOPI (84) R Hawn 3 7 16 I tan 7 

- 7 dedored - 

BETTML 15-8 EoftL S-2 Itontendre, 5-1 Peter Prefect. 13-2 Parts Bat», 
8-1 Ibe Frisky Mn», 10-1 Seretse's Nephew. 20-1 Tasbranah 

ro7>7V] sPORTSGiime new horizons minibus 

handicap (CLASS D) £5000 lm U4yds 

1 500004 MGHTIMMUZi) TOGLMnore5100 SVYNtaWthS 

2 01600 BUIE FUER (130) f» Inpam-t 100 AHcQaee 2 B 

3 404130 EOOIY1HM (IE) (D)JUtafeV 1099 R Pbeadl (5) 1 

4 -(>4410 WWSPEREDMEraWTOIBI?OAl«Ma4 91_.Jtana8 

5 -05231 RENATA'S PflHCE (5) TO K Birie 4 B 12 (Seri— KFbta 3 

6 10401 DOUBLE FUSHT (21) M jtyvBtai 3 8 11 J Weaver 4 

7 10-050 ABSOUftayFAtTS(UJVSo«6S7 C ta«ar ? 

- 7 Hectored - , 

BETTING: 8-1 Ramta's Prince. *-l Ntglri VIM. Double Ffigfd. M Whte- 
pered IMuW. U-2 Sooty Tore. M Btae Flytr, 12-1 AbuMepf Fay re 

8 E&W- J4MESMCK pOI8 J rWesee 7 10U UrJltanHT) 

9 10C PEGASUS BAY (18) TO D Can * ln 0 10 U_M>s F Needhan 

ID /3U34- RBJtXB) lAD (G3) J Peacock 6 10 U. R Beany B 

u 2111-4 snrMrHACffSADaocE^rennou-jiiinanmf 

12 POOM MrtDRS HBWUER (U) R Pisa 610U„ —T 1 Mwphy 

13 ISGOF TTfEHELDSOFAlHENRV (32) TO A taow 7 ID UATboretaj 

14 TOCF- rtomsts MLL (F2Q| (D) U UiB^r 5 10 8 APAfcOJf 

15 4452-3 VBfDC UHA (32) D ArfuDvit 5 10 S BMeNNi 

16 051W W»EIE(4ao)NMason51ti8 Mr E BaUugUe (7) 

17 0PPO0 WOODLANDS BfBtGY (FIS) P Pmthani G 10 6—C UeMflyn 

- 17 declared - 

BETTMfi: 3-1 BraobMdnjL +4 Dnmmat WMar. 8-1 Stay MMb Wfc 
ID-l Appearance Honey, Holden HN, Vetrie Lima, 12-L others 

iQIg l STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT 
Lr=J RACE (CLASS H) £1400 added 2m 

1 UF.1-2 SEATMOH{32)PBaMn6UE NWIns* 

2 0 AIRBORNE BLUE (11) J Jertm 6 11 4 Jt Ahem 

2 00 BEMCUSOyaa)JM£arretef»5£24... SMeJtoN 

4 (MX) ICADBIBNOmH 01)0 Carter ollf Mta V ftobarts fTl 

5 0 HSftfT TUDOR (U) A tames 5 11 4 .AlfcfMre 

6 5 XJVWNP0tffl(18) PRWettw 5114 MrPScrtt 

7 laommPHcmaua OlrRWdgerm 

8 S4«»»SNSnaURmi6114 RFamni 

9 O SOU SOU WSmY (231) CWeesKT 6114 — KlOrtreris 

10 30 TREATMEB0UI(SS)P9nen5114 LCuaartns® 

U (& BEAOM LANE (49) 0 ONett 4 il L SOTB»m 

12 6- DUMATOAnw(HJ) Dlbom4 il 1 RMaHey(3) 

13 0 ■TOWWBWpSJJlirter.till JtSefffo 

14 22- MARBLE CflYfllS) Wrtunan 4 11 1 WUMtoB 

15 00- IO5SF0RIMAI172J Pf4itcha*i51013-_- — CUowMye 

16 PRnaMWDPfMBIOlRiftiK^ 10 13.-JW0 UePMfT) 

17 GJ0D0UMM L Ccnrel 4 10 10_. MrLJtdlwri 

16 030 CURTIS THE SECOND (32) CBaw« 4 W ID BFenfon 

19 0 PH£T TITANtA (33) f JbnBri 4 ID 1P._. — SWjana 

20 RAKE Iff HRE M Bpt 4 101 0 APMeG* 

BETTING: M Sea Tartfo 4-1 Rate The Hre, Martile Cfty. 6-1 Urt f**Aay, 
Ttaal Me Bold. Ifrl Bata KBnetreL 18-1 JkNlaa Pote. »-l ota* 


RESULTS 


NEWMARKET 

ZOSt 1. CRAIGSTEEX. IK Fatal 5-4 tav: 2. 
Victory Note 4-1; 3- fodnieaf 25-1. 9 ran. 
2-iu 6. IH Cecd. Newmartett. TWe: 13 ID: 
13. 10. £1.70, L3.70. DF: £5.10. CSF: £5^56. 
Tno: £49J0. NRs: COTrcte. folaab. 

2J5: J. BEN GUNN iRCochranei 14-1; Z 
Kennomara Star 6-1: 3. Suez Tornado 
16- v 4. Tbcgours NMere 30- 1. 20 ran. 5-1 
fov Fandy Man. Hd, nh. iPVttdwyn, Lam bourn). 
Tote: £1450: £250. £3.90. £4 JD £4.9a 
DF: £53.00. CSF: £7957. Tncast XLS85.77. 
Tnm £675.10. 

Z0K 3 ASIURAH a Dettori 9-2; Z Cram 
Mortal 81; Z Ftarest Itoasure Iri-L 12 ran. 

9- 4 far Stayrp**. L 17- iSaeed bm Sonxz. 
NcMmarVeii. Tola: £4.10: £150. £2.20. 
£4.50. OF) £11.60. CSF: 136.22. Tno: 
£8850. 

3^0: Z SHANTOU IL Detai U-): Z Sarafo 
158 tar. Z Tatpan 10-L 7 ran. Hd. 4. U G(»- 
Iten. Newmorter). Tote £2.70. £1.70. £370. 
DF: £3.00. CSF: £5.6S. 

4.10: Z DANETWE iPM Eodetvi 13-3 to: 
Z EtnatBm 5-1; Z Soviet Leader 20-3 10 
ran. 2. iN Callaghan, Newmareat). Tote: 
L2.W: £340. £2.00. £550. OF; £7.ia CSF: 
£652. Tncasn £113.69. Trax 1109.90. NR: 
Caertty Dancer. 

4^15: 3 NOISETTE tl Deatn) 5-3 Z PWWr 
D' Amour 4-1 Jt lav; Z Arruhan 7-3 11 ran. 
4-1 n lav Danonfi Drew. IV*. fat- iJ Gosdon. 
Newmarten. Tote: £3.90. £1 40. £150, 
£250. CF: £9.40. CSF: £22.55 Tncast 
£12937. Tna £28.90. 

SIS: 3 HAAMI [R Hb evens tav. Z Opera 
King 3-3 Z Trident 11-3 10 ran. 2. nh. U 
Dor too. AmtvtoT. T«te £2.10-. £350. £340. 
£2.30. DF: £3.00. CSF: £3.6& too: £12.10. 
5d4& 3 GONE SAVAGE (R Cochrane) 

10- 3 Z Manolo 16-3 3. Uterary Society 
1JD-1: 4. Wttonw Dale 133 IS ran. 7-1 for 
Royal Dome i5th). Sht hd. ohr-hd. (W Mmson. 
Newmanicti. Tote: £11. 'fo. £2 SO, £3.60. 
£2.60. £3.10. DF: £9340. CSF. £143.50. Tn- 
msc £3500.09. Tno: £606.90. 

Jackpot: £13363.10. 

Ptaeepot: £44.80. Qwadpofc £10.40. 

Place 6: £5140 Piece 5: £34.00. 

PONTEFRACT 

Z20: 3 CASHMTOE iMea Ckna Jone&l 11-4 
lav; Z Beniamina Law 16- 1 : Z Bold Top 10- 3 
4. Crafgary 33-3 18 IWt ?*. lv* Dl EPB. 
Thus!'. Tote: £3.50: £1.40. £3-20. £Z80. 
£6.40. DF: £46J0. CSF. £45.75. TneOSU 
£36633 7n« £370 10. ARe Jurewfim ta ■ 
a Acclaim. 

2.50: Z CQMPOSfnON (F L\nCM 5-3 Z 
Legs Be FrenOTy 7-1; Z Jacotriru 14-3 13 
ran- 4-1 tav Eno Corego inaqurthH irom 4thi. 
... 2* :. iM Ner.niarwni. Tote; £5.70; 
£2.00. £1.90, £6.00. DF: £11.50. CSF'. 
£38.77 TncdS: £449.19. Tno: 1269.90. NR- 
Who Nose. 

3ZS: 3 SCMB Of RtEEDOM iG Hndl U-Z 
Z Dantesque 5-1: Z atiMes Bad L6 1. 13 
ran. 9-4 lav Bright Heritage <5lh>. 17«. 2V.-. U 
Gosden. Ntwmarecn. Tote £5.90: £2.20. 
£370. £4 30. DF: £9.00. CSF: £30.60. Tm* 
£104.30. 

355: 3 CM BOM BOM iG Foulteer) 4-3 
Z Bowfera Boy 6-1; Z Cofway Htz 33 1. IS 
ran. 3-1 bar Feme Aftxn. 4. iM Befl. Nwv- 
marten. Tote: £6.60: £3.40. £2.30. £Z80. 
DF: £28-60. CSF: £2533 Tncasr: 1656.SS. 
Tna: £348.90. 

4-2& 3 MACHIAVELU lA McGfone) 9-2: Z 
Nfgyrtfart 11-8 fair. X Royal Crown 7 2. 11 
ran. Hd. 3. (H Ceol. towmarteu. Tote 
15.D0: £-370. £310, 11 60. OF: £4.7a CSF: 
£30.27. Tnx £5.40. NR: las Tea s*. 

ZOO: 3 MCOIUYCUODV REEKS Ifom Tm- 
Mer> 20-1; Z Al Roet 13-2: Z Broughton's 
Pride 14- i 13 ran. 4. 1 to- Rratri Qbe 
3'r.. lv. iE was* Mddteumi. Tote: £17 JO: 
£4.50. £3.10. £3-90. DP: £67^0. CSF: 
£124.27. Traast £1.146.12. 7«v £438.30. 

5JO: 3 FLORENTTNO i A Munrit 11-1; Z 
Mchol fifty 5-2: Z Hardy Dancer 12-3 7 
ran. M tar Smart Saarf 1 Jtfri 1 V-. 4. iB His. 
Unracum). Tote: £3-20: £360. £230. DF: 

£5.10. CSF- £9-31- Nft ta j£, 

Ptocwt £16*780 Quart ooc £24.00. 

Place 6: £379.82. Place & £155.15. 
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0891 261 + 
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Derick Allsop on 

the father and son 
team with a new 
target for Sunday's 
British Grand Prix 
at Silverstone 


family exceed expectations 


m 


Future of 
Hill in 
doubt at 




, % w 


Arrows 
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iekend should simply 
follow the call of foe pipes. Here 
is a family concern prepared to 
make a noise about trading in 
motor racing's high street. 

The arrival of Jackie and 
• Paul Stewart in Formula One as 
co - 1 earn basses was never like- 
ly to be a quiet affair, their part- 
nership with Ford representing 
a high profile alliance guaran- 
teed the investment to match 
their ambition. 

Stewart Snr, three times 
world champion, is renowned 
for his acumen in the market 
place as well as his ability in a 
racing car and now, competing 
with the Grand Prix megastores, 
he is advocating more pleasure 
with business. 

Midway into the team's first 
season, Stewart's suspicions 
about the harshness of the For- 
mula One environment have 
been confirmed. Hence his de- 
sire to sound a welcome at 
Sunday’s British Grand Prix as 
symbolic as their tartan trews. 

* “It maybe no big deal for the 
people privileged to be within 
Formula One," Stewart said, 
“but for those coming in from 
outside it is a big deal and there 
shouldn't be a cloud over it It 
should be one hell of a experi- 
ence and it can be. 

“I'd like a little more light- 
heartedness and softness about 
the place. We are not the men 
to front that at this stage, be- 
cause we are a new team, but 
we may have a piper at Silver- 
stone. just to soften the thing. 
That needs to be encouraged." 

The “softer*' side of the Stew- 
arts was evident when one of 
their cars, driven by the Brazil- 
ian, Rubens Banichello, fin- 
ished second only to Michael 
Schumacher at the Monaco 
Grand Prix, two months ago. 

“The emotion of Monaco 
was intense for us,” Stewart se- 
nior said. “I've never felt any- 
thing like that as a racing driver. 
We do get emotional and don’t 
mind admitting it. We don't 
mind having a laugh and we 
don’t mind having a cry." 

He expanded on the differ- 
ences between driving and run- 
ning a team. “Everything I’ve 
ever done as a racing driver was 
insular, vety self-centred. Be- 
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Damon Hill's Formula One fu- 
ture is back in the balance al- 
ter his Arrows team losl out on 
a lucrative engine supply deal 
with Mugen -Honda. to Their 
British rivals. Jontan. - 

Tom Wilkmshaw, Hill s leant 
chief, had been hoping to change 
his Yamaha engines, which haw 
been criticised for their lack of 
reliability and horsepower, tor 
their Japanese rivals from next 
vear. He will now have to decide 
whether to stay with Yamaha, 
buy in Ford engines or perhaps 
hutldhispwn. 

The development could nave 
a major bearing on Hfll’s career. 
The 37-year-old world chainpi- 
on knows he needs a more 
powerful engine if he is to chal- 
lenge again for the champi- 
onship. He may not now take up 
the option of an extra season 
with the Oxfordshire-based 
team, knowing their chances of 
being competitive next year 
have been dealt a serious Wow. 

He was tipped to join Jordan 



this season before opting for a 
WR. but could; 






Jackie Stewart and his son, Paul, celebrate their team's second place at the Monaco Grand Prix in Monte Carlo 


Photograph: Mike Cooper/Allsport 


cause you go out there and get 
tremendous satisfaction from 
driving, even if the car lets you 
downToryou let the car down. 
You still come out with satisfac- 
tion knowing you've performed, 
even if you've not finished. 

“Rjt the people in the pit, the 
design staff, the people who 
put the finance together, the peo- 
ple who manufacture the car and 
everybody else in the team, sud- 
denly their car hasn’t finished. 
The constructor or entrant 
shares their feelings, which are 
very different from a driver’s." 

His son had a career as a dri- 
ver but pulled up short of Fer- 


ment, and Paul responsible for 
personnel and organisation, 
was the logical course. 

Paul; "The decision to stop 
racing was a lot easier than peo- 
ple think and J have no regrets. 
I was honest about myself and 
my driving ability and based my 
decision on that.” 

Jackie: “We were on a shut- 


“It’s turned out to be a very 
good decision for Paul, as it has 
for me. I wouldn’t have done it 
if 1 hadn’t had a son in it, and 
I couldn't have done it on my 
own.” 


Paul; “It was different in our 
case because my father under- 
stood the dangers. A lot of par- 
ents are encouraging their 


and think ‘I wish I was doing 
that’. 

“Pve always considered the 
pros of being ‘the son or have 
outweighed the cons, so I’ve 
never realty worried about the 
negative side. We get on great. 
I think we have our differ- 
ences. but that’s normal It's 
healthy.” 


are darling, there's a million, go 
off and have fun and build your 
own wee company, but for good-, 
ness sake, don’t lose it all be- 


cause you’ll not get any more." 
i far, this substantia 


‘The emotion of Monaco was intense for us. I’ve never felt 
anything like that as a racing driver . ; We do get emotional ' 


mula One, instead embroiling 
ntof 


himself in the development i 
Paul Stewart Racing, a highly 
successful team in the junior for- 
mulae. Graduation to Formu- 
la One, with Jackie luring 
partners and sponsors, from 
Ford to the Malaysian govera- 


tle flight from London to Glas- 
gow when Paul told me he was 
going to retire from racing and 
I was taken aback. But I was 
happy and relieved, as any lov- 
ing parent would be. For all the 
good things motor racing has 
done for me, you don’t think of 
these when it’s your own flesh 
and blood out there driving. It 
used to ruin ray weekends. 


children to go racing because 
they haven't experienced the pit- 
falls and don’t appreciate what 
you have to go through. 


"This job is certainly far 
difficult 


more difficult and complex 
than ever it was when I was a 
racing driver. But I enjoy it 
more and believe I'll find it 
more satisfying and fulfilling At 
no time do 1 see a car going out 


Jackie: “I don’t think I’ve ever 
had to pull rank. I did have to 
point out to Paul that a Friday 
launch of the car was no good 
because you don’t get print. 

“We have always been a very 
close family - my wife Helen, 
Paul and our other son, Mark. 
1 think I am so lucky we are do- 
ing something together like this, 
rather than having said 'here you 


So for, this substantial com- 
pany has exceeded their ex- 
pectations. The target of two 
points from the season was 
achieved threefold in that one 
race at Monte Carlo and the 
general level of performance, 
despite foe disappointing form 
of foe other driver, Denmark's 
Jan Magnussen, has sustained 
the sense of progress. 

Jadrie: “Wfe are way ahead of 
our dreams and we’ve been re- 
ally well received, particularly 
by the British public. \bu would 
have to expect foe peaks and 
valleys nature of foe season. 

“Our target how is to get 
more finishes, and if we do mat 
we have a chance of one or two 
more points. But that will take 


some doing when you consider 
the Cars we have to beat.” 

One or two points at foe 
British Grand Pra, which Jack- 
ie won in 1969 and 1971, would 
be particularly precious. 

Jackie: “People invaded foe 
track in foe days ; when I won it. 
It’s nice to do it in your own 
backyard and I suppose they’ll 
be an edge to the team, but I 
don't know if I’ll be any more 
nervous than I was at Monaco 
or the French Grand Prix." 

Paul: ‘There is definitely more 
of a feeling among foe guys and 
die factory staff for ths one. They 
can relate to it more because it's 
their home grand prix and they 
want to come to it” 

Jackie: “If we get in . foe 
points atSUveretone that wiH be 
fantastic. But that might be 
too much to ask. God’s been 
very kind. Wte shouldn’t bend his 
arm too much." 


£4Jm deal with TW 
yet link up with the SHverstbne. I 
team. Jordan's drivers, Giancario T 
Fisichclta and Ralf Schumach- 
er, have been linked with moves 
to Benetton and McLaren re-’ 
specrivclv for next season. 

Hill's acknowledged techni- 
cal know-how and feedback 
could be vital as Jordan begirt 
the learning process with Mu 1 * 
gen-Honda after three years 
with Peugeot. 

Peugeot arc now expected to- 
form an all-French alliance with' 
the team headed by foe four- 
times world champion. Atom 
Frost, who are at present using 
the Mugen-Hondu engine. Hiu 
could also find a home there. 

Eddie Jordan, founder and 
managing director, believes the 
deal will help h» team make that 
next step up to become world ti- »' 
tie challengers. “This is another 
significant milestone for Jor- 
dan," he said. “We have worked 
hard for a long time to earn this 
opportunity. Mugcn-Honda will 
- provide additional strength and 
depth to our package.” 

■ Gerhard Berger will miss, 
Sunday’s British Grand Prix asbc 
continues to recover from a si- 
nus operation. For foe third suc- 
cessive race, the Austrian will be 
replaced in the Benett on- Renault 
team by his compatriot Alexan- 
der Whiz. Berger hopes to be 
back behind the wheel for trials 
at Monza from 15 Jiity. 


Real men play under a 
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ir Charles Day Rose 
must have been quite a 


rguy. A paint magnate 


and MP for Newmarket from 
1903 to 1910 he is said to have 
dug up his wife’s prize rose beds 
while she was out shopping. 
The reason? So he could build 
a tennis court in the back gar- 
den of their home in Goring, 
Oxfordshire. As he already 
owned two courts, it must have 
been quite a shock for Lady R. 
It is perhaps no surprise that 
her husband is believed to 
have been the inspiration for 
Mr Toad in Kenneth Gra- 
haxne’s Wind in the Willows. 

It was not any old conn ei- 
ther. Instead of a neat town with 
geometric markings, his wife 
was confronted by a huge struc- 
ture bearing a vague resem- 
blance to a medieval courtyard. 
Her reaction is not recorded, 
but those who get addicted to 
real tennis certainly act in 
strange ways. 

Anthony Coles has not gone 
far as knocking down foe 


as 


o eking 

garage housing his restoration 
project (a 1977 Reliant Scimi- 
tar) at his home in Dereham, 
near Norwich, but he has done 
foe next best thing. As well as 
perpetuating foe legend of foe 
eccentric paint millionaire, 
Coles has plans to build a 
string of real tennis clubs right 
across foe country. When you 
consider there are only 21 


clubs in the United Kingdom, 
that is quite a leap of faith. But 
he is convinced that real tennis 
is in for a real revival. 

And why not? After all, at 
one time there were more 
courts than churches in France. 
Paris alone had more than 250. 
In this country, Cambridge 
boasted 20 courts. Real tennis 
is by far the oldest racket game, 
stretching back to foe llfo 
century as ah Italian street 
game or played by bored 
monks whacking pebbles 
around their cloistered court- 
yards, depending which version 
of its genesis you believe. 

Its “real” forename is a bit 
of a misnomer too. though en- 
thusiasts claim similar games 
are pale imitations. The name 
has been corrupted from “roy- 
al”, and it was foe sport of king? 
even before Lester Piggott was 
born. Prince Edward is keeping 
the tradition alive today though 
let us hope be has better luck 
than others of royal lineage. 
When it comes to regicide, 
real tennis has been far more 
effective than any scheming 
courtier. 

Louis X of France caught a 
chill pUiying the game, and died 
shortly afterwards. Charles VIH 
whacked his bead on foe lintel 
of a low doorway on his way to 
watch a match blow was so 
severe that a few days later, he 
became Louis’ playing partner. 



AT 

LARGE 


KEITH ELLIOTT 


James lofScotiaad, fleeing from 
assassins in 1437, tried to escape 
down a drain only to remember, 
too tote, that he had blocked off 
his intended bolthole because 
too many balls were being lost 
Henry VTJI was so addicted he 
did not even stem playing when 
news of Anne Boleyn’s death 
came through. 

With regal patronage, the. 
game’s future should have been 
assured. But the sheer size of 
a court, big as an elephant’s 
mausoleum, saw the sport 
dwindle. And dwindle. It clung 
on in traditional places (Hamp- 
ton Court, Oxbridge, MCC, 
large country bouses such as 
Hatfield and Petworih) then, 
suddenly, it has started to en- 
joy a revivaL It is not easy to get 
a game at almost all foe-coun- 
tiy’s courts, and some, like the 
Harbour Qub in Fulham, are 
heavily booked. 

That is where Coles comes 
ia “I had a friend whom l used 
to beat at squash, and he invited 
me to try this game,” be says. 
“I fell in love in just 30 minutes. 


even though X hardly got the 
ball over foe net itis foe most 
interesting and beguiling of 
racket sports. 

. “In other sports, when you 
become fat and 50, your play- 
ing expertise declines rapidly. 
With this game, you can take it 
up at 50 and spend foe next 20 
years improving.’’ 

Coles played as much as he 
could. “But I got more and 
more frustrated that there was 
just nowhere to play.” Then he 
beard about an old court stand- 
ing derelict in Newmarket. It 
had been built in 1901 by- 
Charles Rose. A strange fac- 
tory-like building in foe heart 
of the tiemse-radrig town, it 
needed substantial work, but 
Coles was convinced it was a 
project that could , work. It 
made selling gas; heaters to 
foe Saudis look a simple task 

“The banks 'were, er, in- 
trigued," be recalls. T had to 
persuade them to take up foe 
game from scratch.” But be 
won. The. Newmarket Real 
Tfcnnis Club opened in May 


1995. and its success has sur- 
passed. Coles' dreams. “We 
convert 68 per cent of foe peo- 
ple wbo come along to try it in to 
members." 

What is jt about foe game, 
with its sagging net; funny- 
shaped rackets; odd egressions 
such as giraffe, dedans and 
tambour; balls that don’t 
bounce (they are all made by 
foe profesaoriajs);^ net-covered 
goals and uneven-shaped court, 
lined by . elongated sheds with 
sloping roofs? For Coles, a 
former teacher of art history, it 
is foe strategy involved. “It’s an 
intellectual challenge. I never 
realised what a boring game 
squash was until I took up real 
tennis.” ' • 

He also likes the qtnrkiness. 
“It’s foe only game where you 
can win a point by not hitting 
foe ball Audit demands total 
honesty. Your opponent 110 
feet away can’t see where a ball 
has Landed.' so you are calling 
your opponent's winsand loss- 
es. It’s without point unless 
played in.a totally sportsman- 
like way. That said, it’s much 
easier to play than it looks.” 

It is also a sport where guile 
can beat foe fast and fit Olivi- 
er Michel, foe professional at 
Coles* Newmarket dub, rue- 
fully agrees; “Wien I was 16, 1 
was beaten by a 78-year-old 
with a bad kneg, Jt’s not all 
about running around the court 


very fast and hitting foe ball as 
hard as yon can.” 

Having found anew market 
at Newmarket, Coies was not 
content to let it stop there. “I 
realised that you didn't have to 
renovate existing courts, which, 
is expensive anyway, arid that 
if it worked in Newmarket 
which is obsessed with horse 
racing, it could work in acy. 
torge town of q'ty. Our market -. 
isaufoe people Who got tinned 
onto squash 30 yeara ago." :*• 

He gave up his job in foe 
chemicals industry and went 
into it full-time. At the end of 
this year, a new club opens in 
Norwich. He hopes to build two 
a year for the nextfweityears. 

His plans have not met total : 
support from foe real tennis es- 
tablishment, however. “Ifoink 
they are supportive, if a little re- 
served about some of foe ram- " 
ifications,” Coles says, choosing 
his words carefully. 


“It is slightly faster than 
envisaged, butif s a 


bad envisage 
game. Even if we build as we 
hope, the numbers wiU onty in- 
crease from 3,000 to about 
5,000.” :: 

If I were his wife, I would 
keep a very dose eye on that 
paddock "in the back garden. . 


The Tennis and Rackets Asso- 
ciation is at The Queen 's Club, 
London W24, tel:'. Q171-386 

3447 . ' 


14 new caps for historic first 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADFJELD 


Scotland have named no'fewer 
than 14 new caps for their 
match against France at Partick 
Thistle tonight Only the Lon- 
don Broncos full-back Nick 
Marriott, Sheffield centre Matt 
Crowthcr. and the Huddersfield 
hooker Danny Russell, who 
will captain the side, survive 
from last year’s victory over Ire- 
land in foe first Scotland match 
to be recognised as a full in- 
ternational. 

Those who are absent include 
foe former Widnes and Leeds 
full-back, Alan Tail, who was 
keen to play but only returned 
from the Lions tour yesterday. 


“I still think we have a side 
that is capable of doing foe job 
against France and of raising the 
profile of foe game in Scotland," 
said the side's coach, George 

Fairbaim, the former Wigan and 
Hull KR full-back who now 
coaches Hull rugby union club. 

Last season's 26^6 victory over 
the Irish was seen as an encour- 
aging start for ScxKland as a pres- 
ence within foe international 
game and there has been at least 
one approach from a consortium 
wanting to plant aSuper League 
franchise in Glasgow. 

But the game remains in its 
infancy north of foe border 
and several of tonight’s partic- 


ipants have onlv tenuous links 
”■ ‘ 1, Vic 


with Scotland. Victory at Firhill 
Park over an established league 


nation, however, can only help 
in the struggle for credibility. 

London's Great Britain 
tourist, Tulsen Tollett, has re- 
vealed his intention of going 
home to Australia at the end of 
this season to play rugby union. 

Tollett, bom in England but 
brought up in Australia, says 
that his switch of countries and 
codes will be a result of the un- 
certainty over rugby league's di- 
rection. “I’m not putting rugby 
league down, but foe politics is 
turning people away and there 
arc a few players who feel foe 
same as me.” he said. 

Oldham have signed foe Aus- 
tralian loose forward, Ian Rus- 
sell, from the North Queens- 
land Cowboys. Russell, who will 
be 32 next month, made his 


name as one of Australia’s most 
creative forwards at Ulawarra and 
also played briefly at Sheffield 
Eagles. He played three games 
for Paris last season before be- 
ing forced home by injmy. 

He replaces Nathan Turner, 
who has gone home suffering 


from a foot injury without play- 
League game on 


ing a Super _ _ 

Oldham’s import quota. 

Oldham's estranged loose 
forward. David Bradbury, is 
attracting interest from Hull 
London and Salford after turn- 
ing dawn a move to Sheffield. 

Tony Smith, foe Wigan scrum- 
half, is the Stones Gold Award 
winner as player of the month in 
June, a month during which he 
equalled the Super League 
record of five tries in a match. 


Graf gears up 
for return 


Tennis 


Steffi Graf, who is recovering 
from knee surgery, says she 
expects to return to play in foe 
autumn. 

"If everything goes well. I’ll 
be able to play again in late au- 
tumn and will then be in foe 
Tournament of Champions in 
Frankfurt at foe beginning of 
December.” Graf said yester- 
day; 

The 28-year-old seven-times 
Wimbledon champion bad 
knee surgery era 10 June in Vi- 
enna. *Tm now doing very writ” 
she said. “Directly after [the 
surgery] it was a bit difficult 
Now I can move without pain." 



Anthony Coles: Finding a new market for 
Newmarket -and beyond •• Pbotograpl: 


Hope for Tyson as ban looms 


Boxing 


Mike Tyson’s future in the sport 
may not be as bleak as antici- 
pated. One member of the 
five-man Nevada Athletic Com- 
mission disciplinary board in- 
dicated yesterday that Tyson’s 
apology for biting the cars of 
Evander Holyfield will have a 
positive bearing on the punish- 
ment due to be meted out to foe 
former world heavyweight 
champion In Las Vegas today. 

The board wfll take into ac- 
count Tyson's avowed intention 
to undergo some form of coun- 
selling to counter fury that 
erupted in the ring against 
Hotyfield 11 days ago. That 
show of remorse may yet prove 


to be his saviour, the co mmit 
sion’s chairman, Elias Gbanem-, 
said yesterday. 

u, fbe thing I liked about foe 
apology was tbat he said he 
needed some psychological 
and psychiatric treatment," 
Ghanera said. “As a doctor I 
think that is significant," 

The 31-year-old Tyson, who 
has been stripped of his ranking 
by the World Boxing Associa- 
tion, w31 not evade punish- 
ment, however. “The apology 





doesn’t change what happened 
: ring," Ghanem added. 


in foe ring,' 

Hie commission, who with- 
held Tyson's $3Qm purse pend- 
ing foe outcome of- today’s 
hearing, needs to exert control, 
but what TVson does after that 
is uncertain. “The kid needs 


help," said Angelo. Durid 
who has . guided -Sugar T 
Leonard and Muhammad 
among others. “He needs!; 
chokagical help. I don’t 
where it’s going to come 
but he needs it." 

Many in boxing, i 
Tyson's first co-marui 
Cayton, suggest a split 
promoter Don King as h„. 
step in changing Tyson'llif#; 
“Tyson's problems are --jV 
cent Don King," Cayton#'*:. .* 

Tyson's suspension “ 

ing could range from a . 
life. “Anything over. 32 r 
would be disastrous,” 
veteran trainer Emanuel 
ard. “His style of 
youth style, not laid 
Sugar Ray or AH.** 
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Monty in 
mood for a 
challenge 


23 


sport 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL. 

f* ■" % reports from Loch Lomond 

1-.M gne week to go before the 
v k Open and the world’s gaffing 
:i. i ^ te are as happy as lambs. It 
does not take much. Merely a 
.1 superb golf course, in magnifi- 

cent mnHiKnn ' 
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Mu mmiC naiuraj oeaaty wttn 

a sizeable pot of £800,000 to be 
found at toe end of the rainbow 
on Saturday. 

The dreamy setting on the 
bonnie banks of Loch Lomond 
has attracted a so-called “field of 
dreams*' for the 'World Invita- 
tional. Five of the top 10 m the 
world are here, and four of the 
top six. Greg Norman, deposed 
as No 1 by Tiger Woods' victory 
in America at the weekend, US 
Open champon Ernie Els, Coftn 
>. Montgomerie, Tfcan Lehman and 
Nick. Faldo head a line-up which 
has Jose Maria Olazabal, lan 
Woosnam, Bernhard Langer, 
Seve Ballesteros and Fhyne Stew- 
art as part of the chorus line. 

. IMe Anderson, the president 
of Loch Lomond, insists ap- 
pearance money, or even the le- 
gal “facility fees”, are not being 
paid. There are other arrange- 
ments that can be made, and the 
sponsors, Gulfetream,afiered to 
fly Lehman, Stewart and Tbm- 
my Tbfles over from Chicago. 

They should' have left after 
the Western Open on Sunday 
night, but mechanical prob- 
lems on their plane delayed 
their arrival until Monday 
evening. No wonder Norman is 
swapping his GuHstream for a 
l Boeing, a transaction that migh t 
* pot his appearance in this tour- 
nament in future years in doubt 

Some problems of interna- 
tional sportsmen can be.iden- 
tified with more readily. Vijay 
Singh did not make it past im- 
migration at Miami Airport as 
his visa has run out and he had 
i o withdraw. Els bad to move 
rooms three times in his hotel 
on Thesday night “The beds 
were not big enough," the fift 
3 in South African said. “It was 
either Liezl [his girlfriend} 
sleeping on the floor, or me." 

After two weeks off smee fol- 


lowing up his victory at Con- 
gressional by winning the Brick 
Qassc, Hs has been working 

hard In regain I rinywn 

after a lie-in, beaded out for his 
first practice round alfour o'clock 
yesterday after telling his wife he 
would be back at mgfrrfag. By 
then, Montgomerie had com- 
pleted his preparations, which 
probably need not have been scy- 
thing more tarring Than g/fnp 

on avideo <rfhislast-rDi^62in 
retaining the Irish Open cm Sun- 
day. 

Montgomerie was fourth in 
the inaugural event here last 
year, five behind Thomas Bjo 
but no Scot has won in Scotia 
since Ken Brown at the Glasgow 
Open in 2984. Monty was scup- 
pered by Peter O’Malley, seven 
under for the last five holes, in 
the 1992 Scottish OpeiL “Some- 
body upstairs didn’t want me to 
win that day,'’ Monty said. 

“1 am Dot thinking any fur- 
ther forwari than tomorrow and 
Iwillgo out there to enjoy my- 
self. I am playing wen enough 
- to enjoy myself, and in most 
walks of life, if yon enjoy what 
you are doing, you are asually 
quite good at it There are ex- 
tations on me here, but I 
never backed away from 
that. I think it is great the sup- 
port you get when you come 
back home to Scotland.” 

Norman rirrnire Scottish fang 
are “the best ip the world” and 
lamented the fort of gallery at 
Congressional which so dis- 
turbed Monty. Nonnan, who 
was involved in an incident at 
the Kemper Open when he 
thought a spectator told him to 
“chunk it in the water", is con- 
cerned that crowds are not so 
much fuelled by Tigennania as 
booze. T have seen a change 
over the last few years,” he said 
“I don’t know if alcohol creates 
a problem, but in baseball they 
have banned the sale of alcohol 
after three o’clock. There have 
been a couple of times when I 
have feared for my safety. 1 * 

■ Wayne Grady, who was in- 
volved in a three-way play-off 
at the 1989 Open at Royal 
Ho on, has withdrawn from next 
week’s Open championship. 
No reason has been given. 



Zabel’s zest 
outwits wily 
super Mario 


Cycling 


ROBIN N1CH0LL 
with the Tour de France 

Erik Zabel yesterday achieved 
the breakthrough that the 
sprinters of the Tbur de France 
had sought since Mario CipoUi- 
nTs yellow shadow fell over 
the race three days ago. 

For once the fost-finishing 
Italian was not hovering as 
7 .ah e 1 forced his way to the from 
in an uphill sprint at Plumelec 
to win the 224-kflometre leg 
from Vtre, and pose a new 
threat to Gpoliinfs reign. 

The Tuscan’s overnight ad- 
vantage of 36 seconds over 
Chris Boardman melted to 14 
seconds clear of Zabel, the 
German team-mate of the 1996 
Tbur winner Bjame Riis, who 
took third yesterday. 

Britain’s yeUow-jersey for a 
day cut his lasses to 27 sec on 
Cipollini. and Boardman is 
third overall after finishing in 
the same time as Zabel and IS 
others at this Breton town. 

Cipollini was 1 lsec adrift as 
Zabel picked up 26 crucial sec- 
onds with a sprint that had un- 
til now failed to tame the man 
who likes to be knows as the 
“Lion King”. Cipollini collects 
nicknames as often as he 
changes the colour of his rac- 
ing shorts, but that short hill to 
the chequered flag look the 
snari out of his power finishing. 

Officials also took 200 Swiss 
francs (£90), the currency of 
world cydmg, from his wallet for 
a third day for wearing shorts 
that matched his leader’s jersey 
instead of the regulation black 
His team manager, Antonio 
Salutini, was again fined 


Yesterday: Stage 3 


SFtl.OQO for allowing it to hap- 
pen. 

Cipollini also lost out in an 
intermediate sprint snatched 
by Zabel, who is back in the 
green jersey of the leading 
points scorer, which he carried 
to the final podium in Paris last 
year. 

During the last 30 kilometres 
Francois Simon set of! on a solo 
run. doubtless inspired by rac- 
ing through Saint-Mcen-le- 
Graad. the birthplace of 
Lauison Bobel who twice won 
the Tour. 

The Frenchman’s quest for 
glory ended five kilometres 
from the finish, but he missed 
the mass pilc-up that split the 
field. With riders climbing out 
of ditches on both sides of (he 
road, the tangle of bodies and 
bikes d cared to reveal Switzer- 
land's Ibny Romingcr, fourth 
overall, with a “complex frac- 
ture ** of bis right collar-bone. 

10UR DE FRANCE DM ttset oatton. Vka 
Is Ptunotoc): 1 E Zaoel iGeri fetefcom 4ht 
Sflmn 33sec; 2 F VandenbraucV® (Ben 
Maper. 3 B fte (Don] Wekom; 4 L Jafcitwn 
(Fr) ONCE: S D Rsbetn |tt) La Fnmcatse 
Jew 6 A Otano (So) Banesto. 7 i-C Rohm 
1 ft) US festal; S J Uflncft Kferi TetoMwv B 
L Dutaux (Swtt) Fesuna; 10 P Chameur iFn 
Casino: 21 R Vnanoue I ft) Festina; 22 B 
Hamburger (Deni TVKJ; 13 P LunenflerEJir 
tfut) RaMuMc 2# L arocfwd (W Festina; 
IB C Boaroman iGS) CAN; IS A Eh lUCas*- 
no: 17 V EKlmov (Rusl US Postal; 18 P Un 
(Ft) Big Mac 19 F Escartn (Sol KeftnE 20 
S Heuloi ifti la Franearse das Jeux a£ same 
time. Sctoctad; 32 M Sctandri (GB) La 
Ftampea des Jeux +16sec. 

0«an« atandtr^ 1 QpbM P0 Saow Ifihr 
lOmtn l2sec; 2 Zabel (Gw) Telekom 
+24»c; 3 C Boardman (GB) GAN 4-27; 4 
4 UBrrh (Get) Telekom +29: 5 F Widen- 
(voudva (Bed Maps +33; 6 A Orano (Stf 
Banesto +37: 7 L Jalabort (ft) ONCE +39; 
8 P Uno (BI Big Mai +52; fl F Moncatsm 
(Fit GAN +65;lDOGmenand iSwti Maoel 
+56: il P LunertoBEr (Auo Raoobar* +56; 
22 D Rebetn 00 FEU +57; 13 D Narelefla 
(ft) Mb pel +lrmn 05sec; 14 J-C Room (Fn 
US Postal Service +3.-03; 15 F Andrew /US) 
CoMta +1:11: 16 R Virenque (Fr) Ftestwa 
sit 22 B »ls (Den) TeMuim +1.32. So- 
tecta* 3B M Sdandn (GB) La Frangotee des 
Jeux +2:20. 


Today: Stage 4 


Riders in the Tbur de France use a hill on the road to Plumelec to gather momentum yesterday 
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No show from Yeboah 


bounce 





George Graham, the Leeds 
United manager, looks set to 
press on without his Gha nai a n 
striker Tbny Yeboah, who has 
failed to report bade forpre-sea- 
son training. 

A resigned Graham con- 
firmed: “l got a call from one 
of his agents to say be will not 
be coining back. I inherited the 
problem with Tbny so it's not 
come as a surprise. I want con- 
scientious people committed 
to Leeds United.” f 

Bui. despite his' frustration - 
and reports that Yfeboab is at- 
tracting interest froin_ Spanish 
League clubs, and contemplat- 
ing retirement - Graham is not 
totally writing off the player’s 
future at Elland Road.' 

Leeds’ owners. Caspian, have 
intimated that they may be pre- 


Australians 
reshuffle 
pack for Test 

Rntfby Union 

Greg Smith- the Australia coach, 

told his players to show more 
a egression after making six 
conges tor the one-ofl : Test 
against England on Saturday. 

Smith, "disgusted ; by his 
side’s performance in their 

30-13 defeat by New Zea m 
Christchurch last Saturday, 

criticised the forwards, with 

the front row bearing the brunt 


V-*--- f idc num w" 

.id^fhis anger. 

Smith sai<k “I 
l Afl |4 / v we did justice t 
Tjk* * wanted them to 

I iK Iihe Australians 

i * dkmistedwilhwf 


.don’t beheve 
to ourselves. I 
wanted tnero io know that we 


ALU tt-v- 

rue uiK-onpedprop 
Blades, hooker Michael Foley 
and lock Garrkk Morgn ^ 

been drafted mto the side to add 

scrummaging P^ er “J 

Buriw and centre Jason Little re- 
turn from injwy at the egxmse 
of Stephen LaiWiatn and 
Daniel Herbert. 

* u * n * w * 

bTSss™®: 

yjgg iaats 

M E RaWiy- 


pared to cut their losses and let 
Yeboah leave . ' i. 

Chris Akers, the Caspian 
boss, stud: “The realityis thatwe 
have over 50 players on our pay- 
roll at the moment, and, though 
we are keen to add to the squad, 
at the same time we have to be 

realistic tofund .acquisitions of 
up to £7m. So we need to let one 
or two players go.” 

Yeboah, a£3m signing from 
Ehrtmht Frankfurt in 1994, had 
several disagreements with Gra- 
ham last-season but has been ad- 
vised byhis agent in England, - 
Drew uffney, to return to- 
Leeds and sort out his future. 

Tiffney said; “He is acting 
■against our advice and the ad- 
■vKe of his German agenL We 
have told him be should come 
back and sort it out face toface.” 

There is better news for Gra- 
ham regarding his Swedish in- 
ternationaJ Tbmas Brotin. He has 


England stay 
with youth 
for qualifying 

Hockay 

Maggie Souyave, the England 
coach, has maintained her feitb 
in . youth with the squad an- 
nounced yesterday for next 
month’s World Cup qualifying 
tournament in Harare, writes 

BIB CohriD. 

Souyave has kept together 
the side which returned from 
South Korea on Sunday having 
so narrowly been squeezed out 
of the prize-money in the Six 
Nations Cup. 

The England coach is par- 
ticularly pleased with the 
progress of 19-year-old Kirafy 
Bowden. Tkken out of the mid- 
field, Bowden has teamed up 
with the evergreen Karen 
Brown at full-back. “Our de- 
fence now has an air of nan: and 
stability,” Souyave said 

The midfield, often including 
two more teenagers, LudUa 
Wright and Carol Voss, has 

also looked impressive. 
PKaAND SQUAD t WtorM ?*<? ***** 
toning — l Harare. 

S TJfSS&i 




returned forpc&seasqo training, 
albdt a day late after a bird flew 
into his windscreen-while he was 
on the way to the airport. 

Bro fin said yesterday: “I went 
to the training ground later 
and said hello to everyone, met 
the manager and there was no 
problem. 1 am keen to do as well 
as everyone else.” 

Manchester City have agreed 
a fee of around £1 5m for Sun- 
derland’s CTaig Russell. The 22- 
year-old striker is due to have 
talks with City last night and 
could complete his move today. 

Sean Dyche, who captained 
Chesterfield on their run to the 
FA Cup semi-finals last season, 
yesterday signed for Bristol City. 

The 26-year-old central de- 
fender has signed a three-year 
contract with a fee to be settled 
by a tribunal. City’s manager, 
John Ward, said: “1 have sigEed 
a leader of people.” 


Athletics 

Donovan Bailey has putted out of to- 
day's 1AAF Grand Prtx 11 meeting In Unz, 
Austria, citing a putted thlgi muscle. 

STOCKHOLM BRAND PWX F-x O HI . Mon); 
M0taoc»r l A BdUor ITw» IASS 2 M G*tw 
(US) laaa 3 G Mow (Nod 2033. 8O0BE xw 
K^«*r[Dew Imln AU3w2PNM«M Ken) 
W3.J5; 3 V ttaM OMen 1^424. UO0K 1 H 
B Ooiot a*» aaMCtaUtaddi Wert aaoja 
3 J HftxNfin (Ken) 33124. S.COOK 1 T tifiM 
(tan) 12i5S4: 2 P Ko«t> (NenH3i»J3: 3 S 
SAQM134X)£2.UOfadi4toKllKMKCSk>- 
1322; 2T jbrek (GB) 132& 3 J ftgne (US) 
132B.1 ^i)urvc 1 H SMnar (Nort Z30TC 2 C 


Surrey seeking the 
best of Hollioake 


Julian majors in sixes 


Cricket 


Ben Hollioake has been told to 
produce his best form as Sur- 
rey prepare for the most im- 
portant four days of their 
season. The 19-year-old 
younger Hollioake has shaken 
off a sprained ankle in time for 
today’s NatVfest Trophy second- 
round tie against Notting- 
hamshire at The Oval - and the 
Surrey cricket manager, Dave 
Gilbert, yesterday left him in no 
doubt about what his role must 
be. 

“We need Ben to bowl well, 
and he has not been perform- 
ing to his ability with the ball so 
far this summer,” Gilbert said. 

Nottinghamshire will still be 
smarting from their recent 
Championship defeat against 


Surrey - when Ian Salisbury 
took 6 for 19 - but they at least 
have their captain, Paul John- 
son, back from injury. 

Elsewhere, Dermoi Reeve, 
now making an impact as coach 
at Taunton, takes his Somerset 
team back to his old Edgbasion 
stamping ground. Warwickshire 
have ended Somerset’s 
NalWest hopes four times in the 
last six years. 

Worcestershire captain, Tom 
Moody, has delivered only 10 
overs all season in one-day 
cricket because of back trouble 
and flu. But he will be taking the 
new ball again today against Es- 
sex at Chelmsford 

Graham Gooch, who has 
reached 50 only twice in 19 in- 
nings in all competitions this 
summer, is likely to be left out 
by Essex. 


Australia 290-7 
Minor Counties 281-9 
Australia Kin by rune runs 


Brendon Julian hammered his 
second 50 off only 15 balls as the 
Australians enjoyed a batting 
feast in their victory at Jesmond 
yesterday. 

Given a chance to bat at 
No 4, the left-arm seamer who 
bats right-handed thrashed 
eight axes and nine fours in con- 
tributing 106 to the tourists’ 50- 
over total of 290 for 7. 

Julian, who was expecting a 
second season with Surrey un- 
til he was named in the Ashes 
tour squad, hit six sixes in the 
last 10 deliveries off his 79-ball 
century. 

The Minor Counties cap- 
tain, Ian Cockbain, formerly of 
Lancashire, made 62 in the re- 
ply of 281 for 9, but there was 


SPORTING DIGEST 
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l Bmt F MSB* C UM* 39L32: 2 CBrt**WJ 
UMen^KBdMw-COafltHJVHm) 
3&23L- 3 SmOm 1 B Nrt*. H Wwn* T ErSfS- 

3 caetw (08)1285. MAJW lSZfeam* 
(Kaw# L9ft 2 A Aaiffusy 1. 96: 3 H Hol- 
land (Non 154. Jvnlre X T HUEGKd (Ncri 
67X)6nc2 M MbogOVQ 8332; 3 H Rartanan 
(Bn) 6332. 

Basketball 

EngavMiave been ^afo t n Q oupC 

onshlps semi-final writ) Belarus, Den* 
mark, Israel. Spain and UkramB. The 


; i TODAY’S .; 

> NUMBER 

350m ; 

The^ahmtod television so- 
titehce t&". Sunday's. five 
broadcast of the British Grand 
; Pitt at SSm&pne. The 
ptre which bffie ninth round 
qf thet 17-race Formula 0«e 
iGftarnpforislwp, will be seen In 
130 countries. 


semi-final round, which starts later tfus 
yea^imotes the top 30 rarf«d nations 
escftxting (he hosis, Franca, and cham- 
pions, Yugoslavia, in five groups at six 
with the top two-in each section end 
four best third-placed teams qualifying 
for the finals in Pans. 

Cricket 

AON msXTODPHY (On* Hay* WorvaB m: Gfcirv 
ran J71; MEHtceer 173 tor 3 U R A WBtams 
SarciWa r c »M r’*onby7MeKBa. Dun »t* a: 
DatMsm 2B7 (or S (NJ Varttau TZ JE 0**n 
S4, TA? IVees -«X N Meen «3Sfi DurtBm 227 
far 7 <MA Rosawty 57. $ Hutten 38, A PlTO no 
3+V. won by 30 rw+. Brfatofc 

TOrrwwvJ 71 (M S«8ienri, T 21 ; Qoua n g e r w 
215 fat 9 1BCI Wffarm 6+ no). »n»fWr4 WBB 
tqrMnan. 

SGDOMmCHAMPRWSW RKdecffal): 
M W l b— P*«cN(»1 ha npwn47Bfar7 (KJ fanes 
172no, G P 9**m 106. 0 J Capa 35) v Esso. 
MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Wnot Ceantfa* 

S U Ouaon 7&n>; eucte tor 9 uc Hanson 
(AM AwwMi CnnfaMtaMd^ 


RBsdkMCC: Oorax 502 far 6 and 204 tx . . 
BaSalTS tor B and 212 far. 8 U P J Sybeswt 
G7.GE UMday S3: V J Bte 6-75i. 8tns (Zpoi 
dnw wn Donei £). Saatb WHa CC tSaMaay): 
□m 22C to 1 and 3ii tor 3 ca i km, 
NBtopwodB5>CMWBead60noi:W«c2« 
far5wi«ro*V«rae&PMftpeta*A6- 
23). Davon (22M4 b«A Mtta (2) terlM nna. 

FotObaU 

Paul letoe, Manchester City’s former 
Ybung Errand ptayw, has been award- 
ed a testtnomel mach a^ins u» Pra- 
mwshipchanptans, itenchestar Ihned, 
next season. Late, no* 28, has been 
forced to retira from playing because of 
a knee injury andsnowwortonginthe 
Mafoe Road medical department. 
Derek Mountfeld. me tormor B«nofi. 
Aston wa and Wckes playec has joined 
Herefonl. who were relegaed to the GM 
vauxheM Conference last season. 

TRANSFER: omk MoMWaM Ifldmlen Yi& 
MB HemM Wee). 

Ooff 

MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: OpM H ia Wfal 
oua& (SB or M Maw at«*d) (3WMen Ibr 
HbM Mdoximt 70 G Hartana tLeeds God 

Cam), PSo*ei (Ma> ten enfc 71 M Bad ly 
(Kaa*8M.SD nmimJ ifacon), N Iwtoeii iS* 
M, "P Nafson (Ranohaw ftA* 73 D RNOw 
(CMSaHe-Stmt), D Marts* Sttssme). Q Day 
(Unto G(% 73 S Bavwa (Wnnrinie, Gnretyi, 


• J HepNath QMeyi. QudSon fa pfafacdt: J Oaas 
(•fantfiaai PNM. *i Mto iHrtw). c Tyaat (Ma- 
un and Noiwni, « Oswtow (TartoWy Pbrfa. 
N ifayix** iRorftetfomi. Haoidoy Common: 88 
C Odcin» IHaettw): 60 *R Fawck iSoffa 
•»: TO a Amott (fount. A Umeiace (Hocono&i. 
J OTteney naanartunrU 71 M Rwt& (Strv 

1», D Nton (Moor Ptotei; 72 N MfcWi (Daiwaoi 
MM "M Janee (Banetmo Cvm>. M Wane* 
Oaesatoi. * 1 8ooh ncdarvuai Mara). M Man 
(Easl S ts w . Rcfrfortt «B M Squire iBeJxa- 
an&y. 63 S Wood iMooOarflsi, S Dowmot 
(tksettl. I Sevan (Tbo Sutfaao. S Margem 
lAondael. U 0»v« (BafAton), P SmsBOn rtvvp- 
anden OnnvnortL *B ToAa (Otome Hal); 70 K Ean 
(Bixy S) Edmunasi. T Wtaab (Maytands). P 
Fartrtei (Wanaead). Q Oumey (Havertu*); 71 P 
Be+nm (Wad PefW. P wnsan ^*aer«are). l Uxfc- 

wood (Benton (fall. O Ml lOckOn). ScndritMi 

Paric 88 E toMati fCna), R Taiwonji (Havd; Jo 
M Bmi P ejartte (CufarflannL W S 

Career (We* Menu, « tees Ok** St Georgs'*): 
71 J Maicfitf ( Wtann anq, 0 Chrattn CL6). tFef- 
ns (LamxrTvWJ. J Sam ee (Ssaz Susses). A 
UrtMwt (Chart Hite), -PScjar OontonOai.A 
Susertaki (CHtoura). S Green nyOir, 72 0 
Wytum {BetetMRii Pang. CasIWac 68 j Qanom 
IStoW. ft AUen (Largs); B9 *W (ttmtek (Ham- 
tW.J Motearfe (Bc+fan). D ffaerce teamart Ca+ 
BehTO D SumHE nrao; 71 VGuea neesredai. 
jPneelhw.DDto>niel3umsuiOaa)eLCWN0t- 
■Wtiend (Sarenl, i Cheftee US), VDgBjns (Pore 
tetend), J Vaher (Paeleyi, -S Dyson (San) Mow). 
P Hansen (Mata Hall. I Hfc Nl B a r 88 J Owe 
(FwtMnh 06-BBart** (RaaathVatei. N Pu01 
(Hespoi), BToane (ESesmerei; 70 S Ason (Hor 
a) Lythareo. T Maw« (Meoam Hall. 5 AM9» 
(CHneraei, C Comem Had). A BmsiRw 
si St Dwtfsj. I heeran rto** Lwrpooi). I tag- 
son (fynennitoi). LSoqncer (Go): 71 D Disnan 

(School Of Go*), NDume (Eaton). -JDorvuosor, 

(MaedesWdl,AP*JN(i»'g(KirM3U»5 a * el, ® ,, 2: 

ham and hme G8 *U Pta»cn rftitoy. *S 
HcQsnfw (ftnW tan Demtl; » *S FfaBln (Burv 
lea and Beniw), Rvmnenesw lunssi: TO twain 
(UNMOaon. M Mchots iBWOar8fc)ii: 71 R 
vreos (Lamborene). D Breafay funau, B ftedfla 
fflwi Mwefawsf, 72 D Kaatas dste M Wematt. 
-M ifawaan Troon). *R ftw d*w- 
mattJtlfwH, 73 G Duvres (PtnrjticoO. G Rporta 
(Manor Huaa). u Beta* (iwtoJ ram Heafc 
. 87 -GSaam (Wmart Pwfa; 68 D Oea FMw- 
un Pant; 68 T Harwm iCamMC, 0 CBik 
(Whasuehn 70 J Rwnson fThs «aL U Macap 
(North Wafcsr, 71 A nta®i««, *S 

BrentHwe OstoeflJ, 0 pwp (D en). OSW*- 
Uy OatoB Lm«s), f Vjto* iDreeuwri. *S wafc- 
er (Menoha Partr.72 n Turin (fattermnsta). 
C Pn*p6 ttoosn Maror), *C (CiHBau). 

* taette anaaeis 

Ice hockey 

Woffin TOan gat the defenoo of the Ben- 
son and Hedges Cup with^ a home game 
against Bracknell Bees on 6 Septem- 
ber The fct ^mes in the Cup are on 
Sunday 3l August when the Group A 


tavourtes. Sheffield Steelere. v»t Man- 
chester Storm end Paisley Pirates en- 
tertain Telford Tigers. 

NetbaH 

England wtf arrive m Johann 
Saturday for their lira tour rf South \ 
in 24 years. The first of three Tests will 
take place in Bloemfontein next 
Wednesday England, who won the se- 
ries 3-0 on their last tour back ft) 3973, 
have lost all si* meetings with the Pro- 
teas. since the South Africans' return 
to international sport in 1994. 

Rugby Union 

Scodand,justbecl(fromaaMnBtehtDur 
of South Afttca, are to tour Australia next 
swnmer, with a warm-up march in Rp- 
The tour win start In May shortly attar 
the SRU Tennems Cup finafc. 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE; Sat- 
mdqr23 Aogustr Bath vNewoestfa; Gkrwes- 
ttf i Bristol; Northampton v HartKpAns: 
ftohmorer vLonta Mah. Saoday S4 Aopiat; 
Sale v Saracens. 

TOUR MATCH flUOojas. Aus): Vjgrea 32 Eng- 
bno lmder-21 BS. 

Speedway 

HOWMrs LATE RESULTS: EBtt League: 
W Bh w nanwroB 53 Pnofa 3& rmn rie i L w pi w 
Ete»52E0rtJvr»i 38. FourTerenChoreptaaMp 


never any threat of a surprise 
defeat for the tourists. 

In a team containing only five 
of the Test line-up, Australia’s 
second-highest scorer, with 35 
not out, was Matthew Elliott 
batting at eight, while replace- 
ment wicketkeeper Darren 
Berry made 34 in his first match 
since joining the squad. 

Steve Waugh captained the 
team, but ffid not bat or bowl be- 
cause of a swollen hand suffered 
while making two hundreds in 
the third Test at Old TtafforcL 

The batsmen hoping to press 
their ^ list daims- Justin Laager, 
Ricky Ponting and Michael 
Slater - ah foiled to seize their 
chance. 

Simon Oakes, Marcus Sharp 
and Alan Richardson all bawled 
well to take two wickets each for 
the Minor Counties, but the 
tourists took 165 off die last 20 
over s. 


Somo 

NA80VA BRAND TOURNAMENT (Hagojre. 
Japan) urin) or 15c Hwnartara (non 2, 
fan II lit KMatfNM (1-2); Btoo C-U 01 DWi 
11 - 2 ): ToeHruriada Q-l) M YamKD 11-2); W 
DHUTk C34l M Goioro U-2): Tmo (2-11 M Kon- 
dA (1-21: Mxuyu (2 1) W Malnourn U-2): 
KwNErtaan U-2) « Gonyu OK Sfitowm (1^1 
M Minamrup U-2); AanyiiUa 04» k AsanM- 
Ka 0-2B Koeytfsftria (2-U « Aasiwsrio U-2): 
KOttnoneie (2-1) M Tochnowna 103); Dfljtma 
ri-Zi M HMinown (0-3); AMnoetaa (1-2! or 
Tanvuiwuea (1-2): Twanoun 13-0) K OgtfVU*- 
(■<033: HtBB0*nW &OlttntMcmBUrmttX3); 
Mswa (2-2) Bnaanonari U-2); loowiw 
a-l> ts uuetaora I1-2K regatta 0-0) H 

Ahetono (2-1); Aoeyara <3-0) m Tatanonane 
£231. 

Temtis 

RKGBsft, tfofofrnerWimWsdoncnam- 
pion, was left considering Tils future af- 
ter he was beaten 6-3, 6-1, bythetttnJ 
e first i 


(Australia won ross) 

AUSTRAOA 

M 1 Slater c Feu 0 Sharp — 2i 

1 Llaneerc Humprtws (jacfisrt&tvi ....12 

R T Ponung hr ft Sharp — — 1 

8 P Jufcan b Dates — 406 

M G Sevan st Humptinea b Dalian -32 

G S Bievmt c CocMwn b OaL£s — 3 

tD S Barry b RKhartar 34 

M 7 G Ohon nn out — .. — _...3& 

MSKaEorDWCznotoui - 7 

Extras (b4. to 15, wl4l 33 

ToM par 7, SO amn) 290 

Fa* 1-35, 2-36, 3-53. 4-146, 5-202, 6205, 
7-256. 

DM not bat *S R W3u0i. P R Rerfiei. 
Bowling Oates KHM3-2; Sharp 10-2-29 
% ROWdson 10-0-51-2; Dalton 9^63-1; 
Ftottna 4 -0-45-0; Myles 7-0-400. 

MINOR COUNTKS 

S J Dean c & b Jufcan ...38 

G W Eodesione b Rerito 21 

M A FW1 c Berry b fterifel — 20 


cjuQan b Bevan 


.37 


seed. Serf Bruguera, m the first round 
of tire Swnss Open in Gstaad. Tm sUU 
vetv competitive In doubles and 1 still 
believe I can ptay competitive surges 
on certain surfaces, 'said the 32-year- 
otd Cash, now ranted 386. "But tTI cant 
consistently play In tournaments, there 
really Isn't any hope to compete’. 

SWEDISH MBfS OKM (BMtad) Singo, mo- 
onb iB Bwai M Sarenam (Swel w T ieoansam 

(See) &4 3-6 6-2; M Ciaca (Gert H M Utomm 
C9*e) 6-4 7-Ss M Noman tS«) bi NKutO OwJ 
6-4 7-S; 1 Tarenes (US) K H AndWta Owe! 
6-1 6-2: U rappM (Urn) In Liefssan (SMI 44 


SDUMescj 

*1 Cocxbabi c Seven b 3*2 

B N Datton b Hasproucz ... 33 

tM l Humprwes c 4 b Porrang _.5 

j M fteletng c Rwffial b Saier 4 

M A Sharp c Siatw b Pwttnfc —JO 

S Oates nor out 15 

A Bichwtan not out — -0 

Betas (M. 0)6. wl 0. nbl6t 36 

Total (for 9, SO O VMS.) 281 

Fftfc 1-61. 2-92. 3-KW. 4-150, 5-216. 6- 
241^40, B-34. 9-267. ^ ^ 

van 10-0-391; EJBort 60-49-0: Ponw^ 
7-0-42-2; Stewr 1 -0-7-1; Lanfler 1-0-19-1 
Umpire*: D l Burden ano J M nrticon. 


B-4 B-l; H Oreefanann iGen H M A Gone iSpi 
7-86-4; M Letoux tSuel St N Tartnni tSme> 60 

6- 2; F DePUMBMi M G Swiavei lAuu HfrL 
SWISS OPEN (GrtaM) STI 10 M. dnrt rorntM 
RoS5et(Sv40 H VHaMrriarirfasi 6 -s 6-3. ACni 
iW)a<SW«ilWWii(CrRWi6-3 7- 5; S Sn^Jt-o 
(Spl K P Cash (Ausi 8-3 6 - 1 ; M R«» ICnni W 1 
0ne«(Bn6-4 6-tllBmetWBiUS)orAC«»- 
B ISp) &2 1-66-4; A Bmssmvu iSW K D lUQ* 
(O Hep) 63 5-4; J SsnOKC iSp) M B Marta 
IHael 3-6 6-3 8-3: 9 Finland IKIRMK Goe+ 
net (Bert 5-7 60 64; C Pioine (ft) M F Sen- 
tm (Frt 36 62 7 6 ; F Vicwie iSp) H h Alarm 
(More 8-2 6 - 1 ; G Banco iSpi m B UbMadi iCz 
Ifapl 6-362: J Awoca ISO) btl Hauro? (Swt) 

63 6-4; N KiefM iGori ot T Champion iFr 2-6 

7- 66-4. 

U» WOMENS SA1EI1JTX EVENT (FebMowe) 
Shtfea. ftw ton*): T ObBfar dsn w h herxun 
(Ais) 62 63; S Scnev «iS> W A Aupsus iliS) 

64 7-6; H Maohw® IG81 6 l L Hereert 1 GB' 
62 60; N Gronon (SA) tt E tuuke IL 8 D 64) 62. 
V DMU IGBI M G Guuton (Tui) 6-3 6 % H Cross 
w h Lata IES) 64 61; J Lorn (Bust M E 
LeMscond (fr) 6-4 61; l Ogan (G 01 tn K ETioo 
(GB) 1-662 63: H Crook iGB) M S Timer (G 8 l 

6- 4 7-S; iVtati IGB) bi M Maitaa (Rust 6062. 
BfBSmL CHAUANGEB MEN'S TOURNAMENT 
SB 0 M. Hnt roontt N Gouto iGBi m B Conan 
IGEU 61 64; C Haepnl ISA) « N Wtol (GB) 63 

7- 6: 0 Blvneas (Spl M P Boueyre (hi 61 67 
64;SDBm5(NZ)KCB«c*«rtU»)64 7-S; 
PTranocehi lAus) bi R iMrsne (Fn 63 3-663; 
i Coetree ISA) « M Hromec iSnmoK) 63 60c J 
Homs BUS! M LMia^n |GB) 63 6 1; T S<M+s 
(GB) Oca Foot* (GB) 63 3-8 63. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Cricket 

M47WEST TROPHY Second round jtft» cfoft 
1030 ontats statod); Derby: DatiyMe v 
Mort na mptnnsfafe- CMmsfard: Esse* v 
Wtecas te rtfMre-Soirt ha Bipt O BiHampshBev 
Glsrnar^n. LeJcertBKlfilcestfiislwevVtfK- 
e«ra. (MrMfB hfcjaeset v Gkwostttfare. 
U» Ovat SuTSy v Nettmgffimsttre. Hov« 
sussai v Lancashire. Etiffiw Wavnch- 
v Somenet. 

TOUR MATCH (Rr*» day of tiro, 1±D rtarfl: 
Sbenley: MCC v Pafastan A. 

SECOND 73 CHAMPIONSHIP (fW day V* 
three. Bates* stated, 1 3.0 start): 

Matt i arati ) aiN iJ ii hai' p B4 «>«*E5BBK(see- 

ona day of fowl; Chestaffatt Derbystara v 
Datiam, HMte0taac Larca*re*Kert. Hofi- 
O^n; Notitoffomshm v Surrey. Ctev»- 
rion; Somenet v Hampahtre. HorNurer 
Sussex v Gloucestershire. Ha n aga te : Vork- 
shfievMiddesa. 


Rugby Leagne 

WTBOwnlMAL MATCH: scotiond v FianM 
(at Partch Thrstfa, 730). 

Speedway 

7.30 unless stated 

ELITE IEASUE: covenuy v WdvsrtwircJion; 
King's tynn v Swindon (7.45); ftjole v Pe- 
Wborwjgi. 

■raaiBEftiSA&UEitittDCMtOureupSBmt- 
a»l aacoad lac Hu# vOdort. 

PROBER LEAGUE: long Eaton v Bannch 
(7.45). 

Other sport* 

GOLF: Loeh Lomond world ftnaanona! (LDd) 
imiKrtlJ. 

TENMS: Bristol Cnaaenjpr iBrtsoD. 
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®fand prix ambition 

Derick Allsop on a father and 
son double act, page 22 


sport 


Real men play 

Keith Elliott on an unusual 
entrepreneur, page 22 




Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
Cricket Correspondent 

The England selectors, keen lo 

-I... 1^ L, I 


have acted with unprecedented 
speed in naming an unchanged 
squad for the Headingley Test ou 
24 July, just 24 hours after los- 
ing the third Test. By keeping 
faith with those involved in the 
debacle at Old TrafTord, the 
message to Australia is one of 
confidence and faith, sentiments 


jjWstiy Jacking when England 
hflve lost in the past. 

-The chairman of selectors. 
Graven ey, and his co- 
rrector Graham Gooch were at 
Old Trafford on Sunday, where 
they spoke to Mike Getting by 
telephone. Having agreed on the 
side plus Phil Tufoell, 
“tey felt it was in everyone's in- 
terest to announce it sooner 
rather than later. “We felt we 
needed to select the side as soon 
as possible,” Graveney said yes- 
terday. “As selectors we were 
keen to indicate confidence in 
the XT at Old Trafford." 


Two of those involved in the 
bwfldrup for the last Test, Devon 
Malcolm and Mike Smith, have 
been left out, though the selec- 
tors can still make changes 
should injury or conditions take 
them by surprise. However, the 
pair, along with Essex's Ashley 
Cowan and the HoUioake broth- 
ers will join the squad for a two- 
daysemmar prior to the Test. 

The get-together, like the 
one during April, wili once again 
involve WD1 Carling's company. 
Insights, who hope to obtain the 
services of the Uans coaches, Ian 
McGeechan and Jim leifer, in 


an attempt to refocus England's 
bid for the Ashes. 

"There are lessons to be 
learnt from Old Trafford,” 
Graveney continued “The sem- 
inar is a good opportunity for 
us to assess things. At l-'L we 
have-a great chance to win the 
series and ‘Bumble’ [David 
Lloyd] in particular, wants to re- 
affirm how we want to win. 

are in t^^^ddle of a major 
scrap. But we have to remem- 
ber how positively we played at 
Edgbaston. The side who wins 
this series will be the one that 


bounces better off the ropes: 
Australia showed they could do 
it. Now we must” 

If there is one wish, apart 
from winning the Ashes, that 
Michael Atherton has cher- 
ished above all since becoming 
captain - other than a gagging 
order on Raymond Illingworth 
-it is that continuity over team 
selection be observed. 

Now that is happening, he 
must prove its merits. England 
may have been outclassed in 
Manchester, but by not making 
changes they clearly believe 
they have the players and the 


game plan to beat Australia ibr 
a second time. However, as we 
saw, things do not always pan 
out as you expect and despite, 
having by far the .best conditions 
to bowl and bat in, as weO as the 

right team to exploit diem, Eng- 
land were roundly trounced. 

When that happens, confi- 
dence can be totally flattened, 
though this brisk selection 

shoiikl at least serve to calm the 
apprehensions of those,, like 
Andy Cad dick and Mark Eal- 
ham, who might have felt their, 
position coming under review. 
Indeed, bad the squad not 


been announced until next Sun- 
day. only Mark Butcher, John 
Crawley and the eight-wicket 
debutant Dean Headley could 
have slept soundly after Eng- 
land's glaring errors on the 
first two days at Old Thtfford- 
Moping after losing can be 

counter-productive at this tune 
of the season and the selectori- 
al speed win have helped to ful- 
fill Atherton's desire for his 
players to return for the fourth 
T^“feetog mentally re^re^ie<r . 

lb the Australians, used to 
beating. England and then 
watching them capitulate fur- 


ther into disarray, the 
nouncement will certainly 
had some novelty value. It maf 
not ruin their Scottish sojourn, 
but it will probably raise an ey«h 
brow or two wbcn'the news fi- 
nally reaches the golf course/ 
U may not be the reaction of 
a team overconcerned about 
their opponents, but then 
Pommie bravado has neve* 
much bothered them before. 

ENGLAND SQUAD t*or ftWttl Tfcrtfc MA 
Atftwwn (ewe. M A fcndw. 
iwM. N H«wrtn. GPThorDo.JP Cwjtet 
M A Warn. R 0 B Ojft pi G&jjft. ARC*? 
dick. DWMowAqt PCRTutaal, 

More cricket, page 23 



Kendall’s price is 
right for Rytter 


Football 

ALAN NIXON 

Howard Kendall is poised to 
make Denmark's right-back, 
Thomas Rytter. his first signing 
after returning to Goodison 
Park as manager. 

The defender is flying in to 
start a loan spell from Seville, 
who will let him go for around 
£l-5m after being relegated 
from the Spanish First Division. 

Rytter, who plays his in- 
ternational football alongside 
the likes of Peter Schmeichel 
and Brian Laudrup, is keen to 
come to England and has also 
been watched by Tottenham. 

He will play in the Dave 
Watson Testimonial next 
Wednesday, and then will play 
against the Scottish champions. 
Rangers, with the chance of 
clinching a permanent move 
and solving one of Kendall s 
problem positions. 

Kendall is also hopings to 
extend the contract of his 
Scottish international striker 
Duncan Ferguson into the next 
century. 

Steve Coppell the Crystal 


Palace manager, hopes to sign 
the Welsh international mid- 
fielder, Robbie Savage, from 
Crewe today. Savage is flying to 
London for talks about a 
£250,000 move into the Ftemier 
League from Crewe Alexandra, 
newcomers to the Frist Division. 

Palace hope Savage could de- 
velop into a replacement for the 
Scottish international David 
Hopkin, if he leaves for Leeds. 

The Scottish Premier club. 
Hearts, also want Savage and 
can virtually guarantee the for- 
mer Manchester United player 
first team football. The 
Tynecastle club Hearts have 
nipped in to sign the Austrian 
international Thomas Flogel 
after the 26-year-old winger 
had been on a week's trial with 
Dundee United. 

Alex Rae's proposed £lm 
move from Sunderland to Crys- 
tal Palace has been put on hold 
by the London dub. Rae passed 
a medical last week and agreed 
personal terms, but Palace have 
yet to finalise a deal for the 
27-year-old Scottish B interna- 
tional midfielder. 

Chelsea have agreed a 
£300,000 fee with SK Brann to 


enable them to secure the Nor- 
wegian international striker. 
Tore Andre Flo, in time to be 
registered for the start of their 
European Cup-winners’ Cup 
campaign. The 6fit 2in 24-year- 
old forward, who scored twice 
in Norway's recent 4-2 victory 
over Brazil could have gone to 
Stamford Bridge on a free 
transfer, but Chelsea would 
have had to have waited for his 
contact in Norway to expire at 
the end of October. 

Chris Wiaddle and Glenn 
Roeder, Burnley's new man- 
agerial team, have their sights 
on winning promotion at the 
first attempt Waddle and Roed- 
er, one-time playing coQeagues 
at Newcastle, set out their plan 
after agreeing three-year deals 
in succession to Adrian Heath 
who quit the Burnley job two 
weeks ago to become assistant 
to Howard Kendall at Everton. 

“We’re going for promotion 
straight off and while nothing 
is for sure we will give it a real 
go," Waddle said. “If we fail it 
won't be because we haven't 
made the effort or been fully 
committed.’’ 

More football page 23 
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ACROSS 

1 Sound amplifiers among 
sheep, straying (10) 

6 City doctor, easily de- 
ceived sort of fellow (4) 

9 Hearty among capable 
hands? (4-6) 

10 Princess of Tyre accom- 
plished nothing (4) 

12 like a very old tiger, 
had beetroots cooked 
(5-7) 

15 Can such a plate be lucky 
for the owner? [9) 

17 Devotion of transcen- 
dental number, yet to 
convert (5) 

18 Direct attention to hot- 
rod, say 15) 

19 Phobos, for example, 
disclose it in a return- 
envelope? (9) 


20 Describing the pressure 
revealed after some lob- 
by-tapping? (12) 

24 Send forth from semi- 
tropical interior (4) 

25 Tall, thin person to hang 
head (6-4) 

26 Benefit of Spaniard’s 
last cry of acclaim (4) 

27 Without society tutors 
are failing to create a 
popular course (5,5) 

DOWN 

1 Scruffy attendant carry- 
ing note (4) 

2 Rook an aquatic bird? 

3 ^rank cancels fLHill's 
invention? (7,5) 

4 Delighted to be broad- 
casting (2^3) 


5 Making Bill work in the 
house? (9) 

7 Tra chattier, in a way, 
working with numbers 
( 10 ) 

8 ABO, say, in family 
strains? (5,5) 

11 Double vision (12) 

13 Loa, say these petticoat- 
tails (10) 

14 Legendary according to 
Maxim, we hear (10) 

16 He is, in 14’s way, lost! 

21 \ rompeted, surrounded 
by climbers on a wall (5) 

22 Bishop on Vichy water, 
perhaps, is such a dandy 

23 Unrepeatable, this intro- 
duction to faiiy-tale (4) 



GREG WOOD 
reports from Newmarket 

The births column of the local 
newspaper here could make 
interesting reading this week. 
-CEOT, the entry might begin. 
“To Hemy Richard Amherst, 
the most successful trainer of 
the last 20 years, at the July 
course on Tuesday; a fit, healthy 
persecution complex, which is 
growing by the week." 

Thai at least, was the strong 
impression here yesterday as 
Cecil whose natural attitude lies 
somewhere between placid and 
comatose, offered evidence that 
after 28 years at the top of his 
profession, be has suddenly 
started to feel the pressure. 

A fortnight ago, after Royal 
Ascot, Cecil accused Michael Ki- 
ri ane, probably the finest jock- 
ey in Europe, of "sabotaging'' 
two of his runners at the meet- 
ing. Then, on Saturday, he 
watched in despair as Bosra 
Sham, the best middle-distance 
horse in Europe and a particu- 
lar favourite of the trainer, fin- 
ished third in the Eclipse Stakes. 
Cedi later described the ridmg 
tactics of Keren Fallon, his sta- 
ble jockey, as "appalling', which 
was a fair assessment - Fallon 
allowed himself to be boxed in 
and then attempted to force his 
way through a gap which only he 



Kleren Fallon in the winners’ enclosure at Newmarket yesterday after Ms victory in 
the first race on Cralgsteei, trained by Henry Cedi (loft) Photograph; Robert Hallam 


could see - but one which be 
would not normally have been 
expected to make public. 

Yesterday morning, Cecil 
confirmed in a statement to the 
Press Association that Fallon will 
no longer ride either Bosra 
Sham or Lady Carla, the 1996 
Oaks winner. Both are owned by 
Wafic Said, the Syrian busi- 
nessman, whose own opinion of 
Fallon's performance on Satur- 
day is believed to be unprintable 
(even in Syrian). “I have de- 


rided," the statement said, “hav- 
ing talked to connections and in 
the best interests of the fillies 
that Kieren Ballon will be re- 
placed in their future races.” 

Trainer and jockey made a 
more positive start to the af- 
ternoon, as Craigstcel ran' away 
with the maiden which opened 
the Newmarket card (there 
was, iuddeniafly, little chance 
of Rdlon finding himself boxed 
in, as be led throughout the 
race). Afterwards, though, there 


was tittle sign that Cecil's mood 
had improved. 

Asked to elaborate on his 
statement, Cedi instead delivered 
what was, by his normal taciturn 
standards, a rant. “Have you read 
it?” he snapped at an unfortunate 
reporter from the Sporting Life. 
“It should be dear what it says, 
and if it isn’t, then you must be 
stupid. Tm sick of all the rubbish 
that’s been printed about me. Just 
leave me alone. 7 ’ 

-The association between 
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NotWest Trophy: 

seconds out, round 2. 


TOirren Place stables with 6 
rough -house reputation bom of 
countless run-ins with the au- 
thorities, was always one of the 
turfs more unlikely profesr 
sionai marriages, ffellon’s most 
famous red-mist moment camp 
after a race at Beverley m 1994; 
when a long-standing feud with 
another rider, Stuart Webster, 
culminated in Fallon hauling 
Webster from his saddle, 
watched by astonished punters 
in betting shops throughout 
Britain. FaDotiwas banned from 
riding for six months as a result 
“There’s no strain on my haft 
[of the partnership],” Fallot 
said after his success on Craigs 
steel yesterday. “Obviously Mg 
Cecil probably isn’t as confided 
now as he was going into th§ 
Eclipse, but well hope to change 
that before the end of the year? 


however, the nervous, irritated 
expression , on his employer^ 
face implied that at present hg 
does not share the jockey’! buf* 
look on life. Craigsteel's race 
was a maiden which oftenpiri- 


the colt is now a 20-1 chance 
with the bookmakers to win the 
1998 2,000 Guineas. The odtfi 
that he will do so with Kierea 
Fallon in his saddle, however, 
are at least 20 times larger. § 


The sixteen teams left stondititt continue the knockout nqht ’or the Nat West Trophy today. No 'tampering' or Nledqinq' and may the bes- 


j rue Dos;, men win. 


«!► Nat West 

More them just a bank 















